
Dear friend of the Cathedral, 

 

This picture, taken by Alex during the 10:30 service last Sunday, shows Bill McKibben delivering his 

sobering message about the causes and effects of climate change. He spent an hour after the service 

answering questions. We listened and we worry. In what ways will we take action? Deborah suggests: 

If last Sunday’s visit by Bill McKibben left you longing to take action for the environment, we invite 

you to participate in ESJAG or in one of McKibben’s organizations, 350.org or ThirdAct.org. (Third 

Act, for retirees who want to make a difference, seems to be US-based, but if a few of you were 

interested, perhaps we could form the nucleus of a Canadian chapter?) 

For ESJAG contact Brenda Linn, Taddy Stringer, Edward Yankie or Michèle Rattray and watch out for 

announcements in the newsletter about events being organised. 

And here’s another suggestion, this time from Bertrand, – Join the discussion next Wednesday, January 

25 organised by the Young Christian Climate Network posing the question, “What would Jesus eat?” and 

exploring the connections between food, Christianity & climate change. Read details about some very 

interesting speakers and reserve a ticket by clicking here. This is an event organised in the UK, but your 

free ticket is for 2pm to 3:30 EST 

 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18 - 25 

This year’s theme and scripture passages, chosen by the Middle Eastern Council of Churches, are "Do 

good; seek justice" (Isaiah 1:17). The main event in Montreal is an ecumenical service on Sunday, 

January 22, at 3:00 pm in the Armenian Apostolic Church, St-Grégoire Illuminateur, 615 Avenue Stuart, 

Outremont, QC, H2V 3H2. You will find a map and more information at this link.  

http://350.org/
http://thirdact.org/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-would-jesus-eat-tickets-500951608747
https://www.montreal.anglican.ca/latest-news/2023/1/9/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity


In our Cathedral Sarah Wicks-Potter will be preaching on “Christian (dis)unity” during the service at 6 pm 

this Sunday. On her Facebook post she adds,  

Also please bring your children! It is my professional and personal opinion that every church 

service is enhanced with the presence of children. If they interrupt my sermon by asking me a 

question or screaming, I will be very happy and will interpret it as coming from the Holy Spirit. 

Cathedral at 6 is a bilingual Eucharist, held twice a month and run by members of our young adult 

community and St. Martha’s Ecumenical Chaplaincy. Although this service is run by young adults, it is 

open to people of all ages. At this service, you will find music of all genres, a simpler order of service, 

and a welcoming community of people from all over the world. 

For more information about the Cathedral at 6 services or St. Martha’s chaplaincy, please contact 

Angela Henderson at angela@stemarthe.ca. 

 

Belonging at the Cathedral 

Our Sunday services offer a variety of options – a simple communion service using the Book of Common 

Prayer at 8 am, a sung service  in French at 9 am, a mostly English choral Eucharist with the cathedral 

choir at 10:30 am, traditional choral Evensong with the choir at 4 pm and the service run by young 

adults at 6 pm twice a month.  We also have daily midday communion services at 12:15 from Monday to 

Friday, as well as online prayers in French on Tuesday evenings at 7 pm. 

Deborah writes  

There are many ways to belong in a congregation. Some people enter our doors and immediately 

feel they have come home. Others visit occasionally over many years. For those who decide that 

they want to belong “officially,” Easter is the traditional date for baptism, or for joining the 

Cathedral from another Christian tradition. This year, we offered those rites on Epiphany, so we 

are trying to get a sense of whether there are people out there who would like to be baptized or 

join us on Easter. Please contact (deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca)  by Wednesday, 

February 15th if you are interested. 

 

Reminder about a special meeting of the Francophone congregation 

After the Eucharist this Sunday, January 22, the entire Francophone community is invited to a meeting in 

the Undercroft with Dean Bertrand Olivier. They will discuss the future directions of their community. 

 

How can I be an active participant in the life of the Cathedral? 

Your participation is welcome in a variety of activities: 

1. Forum: The next Forum meeting of cathedral members will be held on Sunday, February 5, in 

the Undercroft. The main item for discussion will be the budget for the coming year. 

mailto:angela@stemarthe.ca
mailto:deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca


2. End of month lunch: About 100 people in need of a good hot meal will be served in Fulford Hall 

on January 29. Adrian King Edwards and Donna Jean-Louis are the organisers of these regular 

last Sunday in the month lunches. They need 20 people to help serve the lunch and are also 

looking for donations towards the cost of a lunch (a full sponsorship is $800, half sponsorship 

$400, but any amount is welcome) 

3. Every year, the Cathedral gives warm socks to everyone who attends January's end-of-the-

month lunch. To accomplish this, we need your financial support. Please donate by sending an 

e-transfer to accounting@montrealcathedral.ca with the word "socks" in the message, or by 

placing an envelope marked "socks" in the collection plate.  Or if you prefer to buy men size 

winter socks, you can bring them to the cathedral at any time.  

4. Help on Sunday morning  

We need more volunteers to help our 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services to run smoothly. 

a. Altar Servers: If you are interested, or would like to learn more, please email Deborah at 

deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca or speak to Deborah or George Deare after a 

Sunday service. 

b. Stewards: The people who welcome the congregation with a smile and a bulletin and who 

take the collection and direct people to communion. For the 10:30 service, talk to Rob Wells 

or to one of the stewards on duty. For the 9:00 service, talk to Michel Gagnon. 

c. Coffee hour: Making and serving coffee, tea and juice etc. There is a sign-up sheet at back of 

the church. For the 10:30 service, talk to Irene Broitman about what’s involved. For the 9:00 

service, talk to Michel Gagnon. 

d. Readers and intercessors:  If you would like to read one of our biblical readings during a 

service, or lead the prayers, please speak with Bob King (for the 10:30 service) or Michel 

Gagnon (for the 9:00 service). 

 

Speaking of Saints 

 Wednesday brings us the Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle, the primary figure (after Jesus) in the 

development of the Christian faith. A devout Jew, Paul worked to eliminate the Jews who believed 

Jesus was the Messiah, until his own, rather dramatic, encounter with Jesus. This feast gives us an 

opportunity to examine the turnings in our own faith life and reminds us that, in God’s mercy, the 

door of grace is open to even the most unlikely among us.  

– Deborah 

 

mailto:accounting@montrealcathedral.ca
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Statue of Paul in front of the pulpit 
photographed by Carole Pelletier 
 

 

 

An opportunity to learn more about Paul 

One of the open enrollment courses at Dio will be addressing the story of the Apostle Paul on 

Wednesdays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. Information on their web site says: 

This course addresses some key questions about Paul and his influence on the formation of early 

Christianity. Almost everything we thought we knew about Paul is wrong. Come discover what’s 

new. 

Click here to learn more or register. 

 

 

 

https://montrealdio.ca/courses/paul-the-apostle/


February is Black Heritage Month 

 

More details coming soon. 

 

 

 

Oasis musicale 

Concerts are held in the Cathedral most Saturdays from 2pm to 3pm. For details, click here to view their 

Facebook page. The next concert Dreamscapes, featuring an electro-acoustic exploration of the guitar 

with virtuoso Emmanuel Jacob Lacopo, is on January 28. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/OasisMusicale/
https://www.facebook.com/OasisMusicale/
https://www.facebook.com/events/874185157066163


RIP Pam Turpin, 1921 - 2023 

Cathedral “old-timers” will remember Pam and her husband Reg Turpin. We were sad to hear that she 

died recently. She will be buried in Nelson, BC, where she was born. Click here to read her obituary. 

 

 

Thank you to this week’s contributors, Bertrand, Deborah and Sarah and to Alex for his splendid 

formatting of the letter into Mailchimp and to Michel for checking the French version. 

 

Ann Elbourne 

January 19, 2023 

 

https://montrealgazette.remembering.ca/obituary/pam-turpin-1086985314

