
Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 
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The Season of Lights and Celebrations 
 
This Sunday will be the second Sunday in Advent, and a very busy Sunday too.  
 
The Christmas Fair Trade boutique set up by Lisa and Joseph will open after the 9 am 
service and briefly after the 10:30 service.  
 
At 1:30 p.m., there will be a service celebrating the life of Nancy Turner. Nancy and her 
husband Bill, who predeceased her, were long-time members and generous supporters of 
the cathedral. 
 
Forum, the sounding-board of the community, will meet in the Undercroft at 12:15. Coffee 
hour will also take place downstairs. People attending coffee hour or the meeting are 



asked to leave the building via the mall exit on the Union side of the Promenades in order 
not to disturb the funeral. 
 
The Cathedral@6, a bilingual, ecumenical Eucharist led by Young Adults, will happen in the 
Cathedral at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

Food will be collected for Mile End Mission at all the services during Advent. Look for a 
basket at the back of the church. Please be generous in donating non-perishable, healthy 
food items which will help the Mission feed people in its neighbourhood through its weekly 
food bank. Mile End Mission is supported by the diocese, and will be one of the recipients 
of the Bishop’s Action Appeal 2022. 
 
 

Two messages from Elizabeth Smith, Cathedral Administrator 

1. In order to avoid any double bookings, all event bookings for the cathedral and the 
undercroft need to go through the Administrators office, and especially right now 
during this busy Advent season. Contact Elizabeth at 
administrator@montrealcathedral.ca 
 

mailto:administrator@montrealcathedral.ca


2. There will be one, bilingual service at 10:30 on Christmas Day. 
The cathedral building will be closed December 26th and January 2nd. 
December 27-28-29-30  opening hours will be 10am to 3pm. 
Saturday December 31st 10am to 5pm 
Back to regular hours as of January 3rd. 

 
  

And a message from Bertrand 
 
Watch out! Spam is rearing its ugly head again. Please be aware that the Bishop, Dean and 
other clergy will not email you asking for money, gift certificates etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Diocesan Christmas Party reminder 
 
The Anglican Diocese of Montreal is inviting you to a be a part of a community family 
Christmas party, with an evening of crafting, cookies, pizza, bowling and an inspiring 
Advent / Christmas themed story for the whole family. 
 
Friday, December 9th from 5-6:30 pm at St Philips Anglican Church 7505 Sherbrooke West  
RSVP by Friday, December 2nd.  Click here to register.  
 
 

Embracing the Church Calendar – some thoughts from 

Deborah, starting a new series in the newsletter 
 

Those of us who live in the 21st century often find ourselves juggling several calendars: the 
academic calendar, which drives much of our lives, determining, for example, that we take 
vacation in summertime; the Gregorian calendar, which runs from January to December 
and usually determines the fiscal year; the schedules of various family members (for 
example, the demands of sports or symphonic practice); local calendars, including 
regional events such as town fairs or commemorations such as the Days of Action to End 
Violence Against Women; and, for Christians, the calendar of the church year, which runs 
from Advent to Advent, starting over as we approach the darkest time of the year. 
 
Most of us are aware of the big seasons of the church year — Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Ordinary Time, Lent, Easter, Ordinary Time again — but within those broad 
strokes, there are many specific commemorations, mostly of the lives of saints or of events 
in the life of Christ. We at the Cathedral move a few of these observances to Sundays, but 
most remain on weekdays. They are easy to overlook, but when we pay attention, they 
form a quiet drumbeat of holiness beneath the ordinary patterns of our days. They allow 
us to get to know our ancestors in the faith, the crazy aunts or courageous grandparents 
who show us what a human being looks like when fully alive. For Anglicans, saints serve to 
open our eyes to the possibilities inherent in our own lives, inspiring us with the courage 
and conviction to offer and to risk more for Christ than we might otherwise dare. 
Observing their days allows us to sanctify time, setting apart a few minutes to seek God in 
the ordinary, just as we might find God’s presence in bread and wine. 
 

https://forms.gle/GaY7dK6oxgo3yXdJ7


Saints’ days are also a good time to try to attend an extra Eucharist, like the ones we offer 
Monday through Friday at 12:15. It’s a way to deepen our practice of our own faith 
alongside the faithful around the world. Over the next year, we will feature the stories of a 
few of these saints in our newsletter, reminding us that we do not walk this road of faith 
alone, but are always surrounded by the prayers and love of those who have gone before 
us. This week, for example, brings us Nicholas of Myra (aka Jolly Saint Nick) on December 
6th. Before becoming merged in the popular imagination with a Scandinavian elf, the 
historical St. Nick was Bishop of Myra (in Turkey) during the fourth century. He was known 
particularly for kindness to children (buying girls out of prostitution) and for his ability to 
calm the stormy seas when sailors cried out for help. It also brings us the Conception of 
the Virgin Mary on December 8th, celebrating not Mary’s conception of Jesus, but the fact 
that Mary herself was going to be born. As such, it honors her as a person in her own right, 
one whose birth was itself a gift to parents who grieved that they had no child. Taken 
together, they form a divine rebuke of the other commemoration we honor on December 
6th: the slaughter of young women at l’École Polytechnique. They remind us that, in the 
eyes of God, women are valued, gifted, and cherished. 
 
If you’re looking for a place to learn more, the Anglican Church of Canada has put together 
this resource, which provides basic information about each of the people we remember: 
click here to view the PDF. 

 

Last weekend: wreath-making and a lunch for those in need of 

a good meal 

 
The wreath-making party last Saturday was a great success. Thank you to Deborah, Vivian 
Lewin and Donna Jean-Louis who provided the ingredients needed to make a beautiful 
wreath. Alex took many photographs which he has posted as a Facebook album. Do take a 
look! 

Click here to view the Facebook album. 

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/ForAlltheSaints.pdf
(https:/www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMTL/posts/pfbid02Y4hPPMyJ4wQ4Ao9RGmhfKrpvrXGNCC23gKHx1VvAaXVNtQvcU6AJWJSkFdGpjK3Gl


 
Mallory, Rhy, Deborah, and Sophie show off the Advent Wreaths they made. 

 
Adrian King Edwards has shared his monthly letter (Please note the financial information in 
the 3rd paragraph) 
 

The lunch this time round was full of great joy and happiness. Our new regulars who 
started in September are now seasoned pros. I no longer have to micromanage them. In 
fact there were several moments on Sunday when it was going so smoothly that I felt 
worried about what might happen next. Two families came to help with a couple of their 
children who were a pleasure to watch dash to their tables with trays full of buns as if they 
might be late. John served his delicious pork while Jo heated up the Costco vegetarian 
quiches and passed them out. We are all so looking forward to Carol returning from 
looking after her mother. Donna greeted everyone as they came into the hall. A special 
thank you to the two kind parishioners who bought us a new trolley for the kitchen.   
 
After considerable deliberation it was decided not to host a Christmas lunch in December 
as it falls on Christmas day. It was felt that it would be almost impossible to muster 



enough volunteers and all the shelters do make an extra effort during the Christmas 
season.  
 
There will be some changes in terms of our accounting starting April 1st. Not only have 
prices recently jumped but we find that there are always extra expenses involved beyond 
the actual cost of the food each month. Previously this deficit was covered by funds from 
The Social Service Society. Now we have to face the fact that if we go on like this the fund 
will be depleted. To prevent this, sponsoring a lunch will cost $800 as of April 1st. We will 
also be offering half sponsorships at $400 to make it easier. Donations of any amount will 
of course be welcome and can be used as a contribution to lunch expenses or to buy 
things for the kitchen.  
 
Thank you to all of you for your support. We wish you and your families a joyous 
Christmas!  
Adrian and Donna 

 
 

Stewardship update 
 
Cathedral Treasurer Jane Aitkens sends a quick pledge update: 35 pledges received so far, 
for a total of $98,520. Last year’s numbers: 56 pledges for $123,990.  
Five people have stopped their pledges (3 having moved away); there are three 
parishioners who have started new pledges.  
Our thermometer has increased from 70% to 74% towards our goal for 2023 of $133,000. 
 
Pledges help Corporation plan the cathedral budget. If you haven’t already made a pledge, 
please think about taking this step. Click here to learn more or fill out a pledge form.  
 
 

Christmas Music 
 
There will be two Oasis concerts in December plus the annual carol concert: 
 
Saturday, Dec 3, at 2 pm. Choir member Ellen Torrie presents Winter Magnolia, a program 
of folk music and storytelling from singer-songwriters and soul friends Ellen Torrie, and 
Savannah Shea. Please see the description of the concert in last week’s newsletter. 
 

https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/your-financial-support-of-the-cathedral/
https://mailchi.mp/6dec3d461463/news-from-the-cathedral-13515424?e=%5bUNIQID%5d


Saturday, Dec 17, at 2 pm. For the week before Christmas, come hear the Patrick Wedd 
Choral Scholars and friends present a concert of Medieval, Celtic and traditional carols 
and seasonal songs!  
 
Sunday, Dec 18 at 4 pm. The Cathedral choir, clergy and readers will present the joyful 
service of Christmas Lessons and Carols 
 
Wednesday, December 21, at 6 pm Nick Capozzoli will perform La Nativité by Messiaen 
 
 

The Cathedral Book Group Celebrates Christmas 
 
The English book group will hold its annual Christmas celebration with egg nogg, 
munchies and a movie in Fulford Hall on Sunday, November 11 after Choral Evensong. 
Everybody welcome, but you must please pre-register with Jane 
(treasurer@montrealcathedral.ca) or Ann (ann.elbourne@montrealcathedral.ca), if you’re 
not a regular member of the group. We are happy to have new members. 
 
Our next discussion on zoom will be on Sunday, February 5 at 7 pm, when we will dive into 
our reactions to Ministry for the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson  
 
 

Eaarth reading groups 
 
Bill McKibben, one of the leading environmental writers and activists in North America, will 
be joining us Sunday, January 15th, preaching at 10:30 and teaching on What do we do 
now? Effective climate action in a changed world.  
 
Deborah will lead two discussion groups in January for people who have been reading 
Eaarth in preparation for his visit: 

1. An online group Monday, January 2nd at 7:00 p.m.  
(Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85203618712?pwd=WEp0OCs2ZlNiKzBXRHk4cmNrd2w2
Zz09) 

2. An in-person group Friday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m., room tbd 
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News from the Francophone community 

Pain, partage, prière  
The next Pain, partage, prière Bible study will be on Sunday December 11, after the 9:00 
a.m. service. After that, we will recess until some time in January. 

For people new to the formula, it is an informal meeting of less than 60 minutes following 
the Sunday service. It starts with a chat over coffee and cookies (bread), followed by a short 
Bible study on a reading, quite often the Gospel of the following week (sharing). We then 
conclude with prayer. 

Francophone choir  
Next rehearsals will be on Sundays December 4 and 18, after the 9:00 a.m. service. 
The choir will sing a few hymns during the Christmas Eve service at 7:30 p.m. 

Recruiting. You like to sing? Join us next January! We look for people of all voices, and 
especially sopranos. Our repertory is easily accessible. It surely helps if you can hold the 
right note, but you don't need to know how to read music. Interested? Contact Ogino Myrtil 
(myrtilogino@yahoo.fr) or Michel Gagnon (michel@mgagnon.net). 

 

Thank you to contributors Jane Aitkens, Adrian King Edwards, Esther-Ruth Teel, Alex Griffin, 
Ralph Leavitt, Michel Gagnon, Bertrand Olivier and Deborah Meister - with a special thank 
you  to Deborah for her meditation on “the quiet drumbeat of holiness beneath the 
ordinary patterns of our days.” Once again thanks to Alex and Michel for the herculean task 
of formatting, checking and circulating the letters in their final form. 
 
Ann Elbourne 
December 2, 2022 
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