
Dear Friend of the Cathedral 

 
 

Do you recognize this angel? It’s one of the many dotted around the cathedral. At this time 

of the year we can imagine them heralding Christmas, joining their voices with choir and 

congregation. Here are some opportunities to celebrate the joys and mysteries of Christ’s 

Incarnation. 

There will be an Oasis concert on Saturday, December 17, at 2 p.m. 

 

The Patrick Wedd Choral Scholars and friends under the direction of Esther-Ruth Teel will 

present a concert of Medieval, Celtic and traditional carols, and seasonal songs.  

The concert will be livestreamed at montrealcathedral.ca/live. 
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Bring your friends to the beautiful service of Lessons and Carols, this Sunday, December 

18, at 4 p.m. or watch it livestreamed (Click here to join the livestream of the service). 

 

We will be serving refreshments in order to foster conversations with visitors.   

 

Request for help from Vivian: If you can help serve refreshments Sunday afternoon after 

the 4 pm "Lessons & Carols for Christmas" please drop a note to 

(vivian.lewin@gmail.com )   
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Come to the organ recital by Cathedral Director of Music Nick Capozzoli on Wednesday, 

December 21 at 7 p.m. He will perform La Nativité du Seigneur by Olivier Messiaen, a 

meditation in 9 movements on the birth of Christ. Donations made at this recital will go to 

the Patrick Wedd Music Fund. The concert will be livestreamed (at this link) and those 

watching at home can make a donation online if they wish. Click here to donate.  

Also, the City of Montreal has organised a Christmas choir who will sing on the Cathedral 

steps for the enjoyment of passers-by on St Catherine, starting at 12:15, this Sunday 

afternoon (schedule in last week’s letter). 
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Christmas Services 

 

All the details of the Christmas services are on the Cathedral website at 

montrealcathedral.ca/christmas. You can attend in person or watch at home. 

A quick reminder, the services on Christmas Eve are a Family Service at 4 p.m., a French 

Mass at 7:30 and a mostly English “Midnight Mass” at 10:30, preceded by 30 minutes of 

music from 10:00 to 10:30.  
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Yesterday, we decorated the church for Christmas!  

Thank you to everyone who helped out.  

Alex has made a Facebook album of Christmas decorating photos, 

 which you can view here. 

 

Speaking of saints … Deborah continues our series 

The three days after Christmas are the traditional feasts of St. Stephen (Dec 26th), St John 

the Evangelist (Dec 27th), and the Holy Innocents (Dec 28th). The Anglican Church of 

Canada chooses to celebrate each of these on an alternate date, preserving the traditional 

date for each as an optional observance. I suspect this was a pragmatic decision. Churches 

are closed right after Christmas, so moving these feasts gives congregations the option to 

observe them in a meaningful way, but I think something gets lost in the translation.  

Stephen was one of the original group of seven deacons, ordained to serve the poor. He 

was also the first martyr of the church, being stoned to death perhaps a few years after the 

Resurrection of Christ.  
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John the Evangelist was the apostle most intimate with Christ, and also the author of the 

Gospel which, more than any other, emphasizes his divine nature.  

The Holy Innocents, of course, were the other male children in Bethlehem born around the 

same time as Jesus. According to Scripture, King Herod had them killed in his attempt to 

eliminate Jesus, whom he saw as a rival king.  

Taken together right after Christmas, these three feasts remind us that our faith is not a 

feel-good affair replete with stars and angels. Following Christ’s way of compassion and 

radical love is dangerous; it involves challenging the powers of our time, which are often 

corrupt and brutal, and that often comes with a cost. However, Christ’s way of love is worth 

the cost because Christ is the light which shines in the darkness and will never be 

overcome. 

 

Closings and Re-openings Christmas to New Year 
 

There will not be a newsletter for the next two weeks. The next letter will be sent out 

January 5. Please send contributions to ann.elbourne@montrealcathedral.ca in good time. 

 

Opening and closing hours of the cathedral building are posted on the website.  

  

The cathedral office will be closed from 23 December until 3 January, and the Cathedral's 

weekly activities will be paused after Christmas and resume in the new year. Here is a list of 

the first 2023 meetings: 

• Weekday eucharists start again Tuesday, Jan 3 

• Francophone Evening Prayer will also be Jan 3rd 

• Evensong will resume on Jan. 8. 

• Monday morning prayer will resume January 9 

• Brown Bag Bible Study back on January 9 

You can find all the links for activities on the Cathedral’s events calendar.  

 

 

Pledge Update from Treasurer Jane Aitkens 
 

Last year there were 56 people who pledged to support the Cathedral on a regular basis. . 

As of Monday, Dec 12, we have received 42 pledges for a total of $116,680. The last year’s 

pledged amount was $124,000, so we have reached 93% of last year’s total. The challenge 
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is to reach $132,556 to help cover inflation’s impact on our Cathedral expenses. We are 

88% towards that goal. Click here to view the pledge thermometer.  

 

Don’t know how to pledge? Contact Cathedral treasurer Jane Aitkens at 

treasurer@montrealcathedral.ca. 

 

 

Cop-15 – A first report from delegate Michèle Rattray-Huish 

Michèle is a Cathedral warden and a delegate to Cop-15 along with Cathedral parishioners, 

Peter Huish and Taddy Stringer. She sends us these impressions and photographs. 

Attending COP-15 is an overwhelming experience.  So many people from every part 

of the world.  So much security and bureaucracy to get through before even reaching 

the “inner circle”.  Imagine needing to do a Covid test every morning when you want 

to enter the premises.  And yet, it is all so organized and smooth.  The police are 

friendly and smiling at the gates, the UN Security staff – not so much.  More eagle 

eyed and stern.  Once you finally penetrate the safety and security outskirts – what 

do you find?  Well, there is a lot going on.  Screens all over the place with vital 

information about meeting times and meeting room numbers – changes of venues 

and cancellations, postponements and room changes – not unlike a busy airport to 

be honest.  There are people chatting and walking, sitting and chatting, buying food 

from the many outlets, doing one-on-one live interviews, or up on a stage doing live 

presentations.  Everywhere there is colour.  Posters and electronic billboards 

“advertising” countries, cities, organizations, animals, plants, side-events, press 

conferences… every and anything that can be displayed - and above it all, the low 

background buzz of people talking. 

All this before we even get to the Conference Rooms upstairs where the hard 

negotiations are on-going. Having worked with the CBD for many years, I at least 

knew how to navigate the site (which is huge by the way – I walked more than 11,000 

steps on my first day and I was only there for a few hours!)   
 

I went looking for the Faith-based Kiosk and before finding it ran into the sign to the 

Prayer Room – so took a side trip to check it out.  It was empty at that hour of the 

morning – a large room with cushioned seating.  I said a short prayer for the day’s 

negotiations and went off to find the allocated Faith-based space.  It is situated on 

the 2nd floor in a huge space called Place Quebec which houses hundreds of kiosks 

and stages and rooms for the use of non-government (NGO) people like me.   
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The Government people are found mostly in the various Conference Rooms 

negotiating – or huddled in small groups plotting strategy, or lobbying others, or 

sitting at the ample seating spaces available in the Palais, frantically typing on their 

laptops. The NGO space was more relaxed.  Lots going on – but not as frantic – the 

only rush observed was when one group making a presentation had to wrap up for 

another group to take the stage. 

The Faith-based kiosk was located in the general space housing Business and 

Finance, Women, Youth, NGOs, United Nations, Academia and Research lPLCs 

(Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities).   There are discrete sitting areas for 

people and a stage and a display counter with storage space beneath for coats, 

bags… 
 

 



So far I have attended a couple of Side Events – one on Youth, Gender and 

Biodiversity (Estevan from Colombia on including men within the Gender dynamic in 

Colombia, and Esther from Kenya talking about her efforts to include youth in policy 

issues, making it less opaque for them), as well as yesterday’s presentation in the 

Faith-based space presented by Kamran (Bafu Trust) on the Eco Village in Tanzania.  

This is a children’s (girls) eco-village for orphans and vulnerable children where they 

grow up on an eco-farm learning from an early age how to live ecologically 

sustainably.  The teaching is linked to the Islamic faith and the hope is that the 

adults produced from this experience will be able to make a difference in how 

decisions are made going forward – as it is recognized that for adults it is often too 

late for them to change…  Short presentations were also given by Inez from Global 1 

on Gender Equality and Discrimination as well as Dr. Aditi Mishal who spoke about 

the Govadham Eco Village in India. 

 
 

Thank you Michèle for your lively description which brings the conference to life for 

us. 

 



 
 

“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.” John 1:14 

Let us wish each other peace, love and joy this Christmastide. 

Thank you to this week’s contributors, Michèle, Deborah, Jane, Nick, Vivian and gratitude to 

Alex for his amazing work publishing the letter and to Michel Gagnon who is always so 

helpful with translating English documents into French. 

Ann Elbourne 

December 15, 2022 


