
Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

 

Bare Branches and Scaffolding – the Cathedral in November 

Looking at this striking photo taken by Alex last Sunday, one can see that the branches are 
not quite bare and the cross is rising defiantly above the scaffolding, symbols of the 
resurgence of faith and the resumption of community activities at the Cathedral in spite of 
the stress and the tough times we are all battling. 

You get two reminders each week about these activities: the newsletter written by Ann 
which is sent out on Friday and “This Week at a Glance”, written by Alex, which is sent out 
on Sunday. If you haven’t received them in your inbox, look in your spam/junk mail folder. 
Please contact communications@montrealcathedral.ca if you don’t get these weekly 
communications by email, but would like to be on the list of recipients.  
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Remembrance Sunday 

The 10:30 service will be a meaningful service of Choral Matins (sung morning prayer) 
attended by the Grenadier Guards. There will be music and readings, an act of 
remembrance and the sounding of the Last Post and Reveille, as we remember those who 
died in wars, and promise that we will strive for all that makes for peace, healing the 
wounds of war and working for a just future. I hope many of you will attend this moving 
and important service of Remembrance. Click here to RSVP to the Facebook event.  

https://fb.me/e/51kv8BNMG


The afternoon service is a commemoration of All Souls when “we gather to remember our 
dead, to hold them in our hearts, to speak their names again, to give thanks for the ways 
they enriched our lives,” remembering “God’s mercy and love for every human being.” 
(from the opening prayer) During the service the celebrant will read the list of beloved 
Souls who have been named by parishioners and others. It’s not too late to add a name to 
the list. Email ann.elbourne@montrealcathedral.ca. Click here to RSVP to the Facebook 
event. 
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“Eaarth” 

In preparation for Bill McKibben’s visit on January 15, when he will preach at 10:30 and lead 
a discussion asking What do we do now? Effective climate action in a changed world, we 
are being invited to read Eaarth. Copies from the Word bookstore will be available this 
Sunday for $20 (a 10% discount), cash only. Book groups will be held in mid-December and 
early January. Click here to RSVP to the Facebook event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://fb.me/e/2CpeQA7RE


More November Events 

November 20 - The Feast of Christ the King: Cathedral Dedication Day and Inter-
community Lunch 

The French and English worshipping communities will meet together at 10:30 for a special 
bi-lingual service followed by a potluck lunch in Fulford Hall. What will you bring? All kinds 
of dishes, small or large, are welcome. Please let Michèle Rattray-Huish know 
(peoples.warden@montrealcathedral.ca) by November 13 what you are planning. Learn 
more on the Facebook event.  

 

Note from Deborah  

The healing prayer rite this month will be moved from Christ the King Sunday to Sunday, 
November 27th (the first Sunday of Advent). 

 

There's still time to sign up for the pierogi-making workshop/party. It will be held on 
Friday Nov. 18, time and place to be confirmed. Contact vivian.lewin@gmail.com 

 

Saturday, November 26 at 11:00 am: Advent-Wreath-Making Party. There’s a limit of 24 
members, so contact deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca if you’d like to participate. 
The cost will be $10/wreath for supplies, which is substantially less than they cost. If you 
are able to offer more, you are invited to do so.  
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November 25th is the deadline to sign up for a possible workshop on making miniature 
boxwood Christmas trees on December 11. Contact 
deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca to sign up.  Materials cost $20. 

 

Sunday November 27 at 4pm: Advent Carols, a beautiful service of readings and carols 
turning our minds towards Christmas and the redemption promised by prophets like 
Isaiah.  

 

 

Oasis Concerts are back 

 
The cathedral’s popular Oasis series of Saturday concerts is back under the charge of 
Esther-Ruth Teel. 
 
The next concert will be Flutopie: Une Collection de Musique, at 2 pm on November 19th. It 
will feature Adelina Steinmetz, flûte traversière, João Menegale Barbi, contrebasse, Jane 
Mei, piano and Andrew Ysnogorodsky, guitare.  
 
Esther-Ruth says, 
 

Flutopia is a concert showcasing the soft woodwind instruments and its friends: the kind 
bass, the loyal piano, and the sensitive guitar. An intimate collection of jazz, soundtrack, 
and pop songs, this musical voyage brings you to colorful landscapes of sound. 

 
 
 

Advent Outreach 

Each Sunday in Advent we will take up a collection of canned and packaged goods for Mile 
End Mission. We are seeking healthy, nourishing food for those who are in want, knowing 
that, this year, many Canadians are having difficulty with the rising costs of healthful food 
for themselves and their families. Packaged food might include soup, rice dishes, healthy 
cereal or good bread substitutes like Ryvita, but please not cookies or candy. 

The need is great. Each year the Mission serves over 10,000 meals, fills 10,000 grocery bags 
and provides countless essential services to its growing membership. Not just a soup 
kitchen, the Mission provides structure, purpose and meaning for its chronically poor, 
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socially excluded and disadvantaged members. Linda (Lou)Hachey, Director of the Mission, 
writes,  

Lately, the cupboards are often bare at the Mile End Mission  due to heightened demand 
for our food bank services. That, combined with lower supplies of donated food, leaves us 
only able to provide our members with half of what we used to. At this time we would truly 
welcome donations of funds and/or food to help us better nourish our struggling 
community. 

Click here to read more about the work of the Mile End Mission.  
 

 

Lighted Arches in the Forecourt 

People coming to church on Sunday might have been surprised to see the arches leading 
pedestrians from Ste Catherine into the entrance of the Cathedral. Bertrand tells us that 
the arches are part of a partnership with Montreal Centre Ville, within their winter 
decoration programme to make downtown beautiful and attractive. (They have ended up 
being deeper than what we anticipated based on the designs, but since the forecourt is 
blocked anyway, this does not affect our operations and makes for a substantial 
installation). The trees have also been wrapped in lights. We anticipate that this will be with 
us until March.  
 

 

Goodbye to a former parishioner 

Some parishioners might remember Remigio (Remi) Mariano, who died last week. His 
family. friends, and fraternity brothers will offer a "celebration of life" at 11 am Thursday 
Nov 17 at the Mount Royal Cemetery & Funeral Complex. 

 

 

English Reading Group 

We had an animated zoom discussion last Sunday and have made plans to watch a movie 
together in Fulford Hall on December 11 in the evening. There will be eggnog and seasonal 
snacks. Please speak to Jane Aitkens (treasurer@montrealcathedral.ca) if you’d like to join 
us.  

https://mileendmission.org/
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Our next book, Ministry for the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson, is quite challenging, so we 
have postponed discussion until Sunday evening, February 5. The book is a multi-layered 
speculation about the possible responses to climate change during the 2020s through the 
2040s. According to Goodreads, “It is a novel both immediate and impactful, desperate and 
hopeful in equal measure, and it is one of the most powerful and original books on climate 
change ever written.”  

If you are planning to read Eaarth you might like to tackle this novel also. 

 

 

The trees are bare and winter approaches, but there is a warm welcome for everyone at 
the Cathedral. I hope you will join us. 

In particular, please join the anti-racism consultation this Saturday in Fulford Hall at 9:00. 
Click here to RSVP to the Facebook event.  

Ann Elbourne, with thanks to Deborah, Bertrand, Michele Rattray-Huish and Vivian for 
input, and to the Mail Chimp wizard Alex and language consultant Michel Gagnon for 
formatting the published version of the letter.  

November 11, 2022 

https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/50998056-the-ministry-for-the-future
https://www.facebook.com/events/1291628735009656?ref=newsfeed

