
Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

 

Journées de la culture 

This past weekend, over 2000 people dropped into the cathedral to listen to a concert or to 
wander around the building, visiting the points of interest and looking at displays created 
by Peggy Simpson illustrating our history and architecture, as well as those made by 
Michele Rattray calling for action to halt climate change. The 14 bi-lingual points of interest 
signs were created for Journées de la culture by Ann and Michel Gagnon and mounted by 
Peggy and Sandra Koukou. It is hoped that they can be permanently mounted. If you have 
this kind of expertise the Dean would love to hear from you! There were appreciative 
audiences for the 4 concerts which varied from Esther-Ruth’s meditative multi-media piece 
exploring the relationship between the city-dweller and nature to the hearty rendition of 
Broadway songs by the Choeur gai de Montréal. Music, video and dance in Esther Ruth’s 
presentation were interspersed with readings beautifully interpreted by Edward Yankie.  

Two images linger. One is the sound of laughter floating from the organ loft on Saturday 
morning when Nick was demonstrating the organ to people crowded round him. The other 
is Esther-Ruth in a silver gown playing her Celtic harp during the Celtic Voices concert which 
included the Montreal Welsh Male choir singing traditional Welsh songs and the 
Westmount Community Theatre reading Dylan Thomas. 

None of this could have happened without the team who planned the programme and the 
volunteers who greeted and baked and brought events to life. A special thank you goes to 
Michel Gagnon and Ann Elbourne who efficiently liaised with the organisers and acted as 
translator for the bilingual signs, to Diana Bouchard who enlisted and organised the 
volunteers, to Vera and Irene who looked after the closing refreshments, to Brenda and her 
family for setting up the tribute of orange shirts, drumming and a video honouring the 
National Day of Truth and Reconciliation, to Peggy for her work on the displays (and much 
else) and to Rob who stayed extra hours to help with security at the end of the day after 
long stints of greeting. Thank you also to our administrator Elizabeth Smith and to the 
vergers who were so patiently helpful. And of course, a big thank you to all the greeters 
and bakers. And, it goes without saying, thank you to Bertrand and Deborah for their 
suggestions and support during planning. 

 

 

 

 



Blessing the Animals 

 

Last Sunday we celebrated the Feast of St Francis with a wonderful blessing of the animals. 
Cats and dogs and pictures of pets were blessed by Deborah.  

 

We also rejoiced with Bertrand over the 25th anniversary of his ordination on St Francis’ 
Day. Wardens Sheena Gourlay and Michele Rattray presented Bertrand with a gift and told 
him how blessed we have been to welcome him as our Dean, steering us through a very 
difficult period. 



Thanksgiving 

If you’re in church this Sunday you will see that George Deare has created his usual 
Thanksgiving decoration of fruit and vegetables in front of the altar. It will be a joyful 
service.  

On Monday the church and offices will be closed and zoom sessions of morning prayer 
and bible study will be postponed until the following week. 

On Tuesday normal activity will resume. There will be a Meditation class at 11:30 in the 
chapel of the reserved sacrament. This is “a monthly gathering to center, share time in 
silence, and be held in God’s love.” The midday Eucharist follows at 12:15. 

 

Forum 

The monthly meeting in which all Cathedral members are invited to participate returns to a 
live format in Fulford Hall after the 10:30 service on Sunday, October 16. Bring your ideas 
about the best local recipient of this year’s annual outreach grant. This will help ESJAG 
make a recommendation to Corporation. 

 

The Season of Remembrance 

Deborah has sent us a look ahead to the various services of remembrance to be held in 
October and November. Notice particularly the information about submitting names of 
loved ones you hold in your hearts and the opportunity to contribute memorial flowers. 

• We will be honoring All Saints’ Day on Sunday, October 30th.  
• We’ll be honoring Remembrance Day on Nov 13th. The Grenadier Guards will be 

with us at 10:30, which will most likely take the form of a choral matins. 
• We’ll be observing All Souls’ at the 4:00 service on November 13th. That’s the one at 

which names of the dead will be read. If people want to give flowers, the list of 
donors should be included in the bulletins on the 13th.  

Please note: On Nov 13th, Holy Eucharist will be offered at 8:00 and at 9:00. Those who 
wish to receive Communion should come to one of those two services. 

 

 

 



 

Protecting our planet 

The season of creation might be officially over, but our created world with all its problems 
is still with us. Brenda Linn has sent some information about a film festival at the end of 
October which aims to bring attention to the destructive impacts of extractive industries 
and to highlight communities across the world who are bravely defending against 
annihilation while creating livable futures. There will be six Film Programs with over 250 
films from over 50 countries, all streamed free. 

 

E-mail and SMS phishing scams 

 

The Dean has sent a warning: 

There has recently been intense activity with fake email accounts set up in the name of the 
Dean being used in order to request urgent favours, or other ways to get at your money.  
Some even feature his photograph. The Dean – or any other member of the Cathedral 
team - will never use email in order to ask for special favours, and especially not in order 
to get you to buy gift cards, transfer money or any other transaction that requires you to 

https://www.caribbeancreativity.nl/events/global-extraction-film-festival-2022/


reveal personal information.  Do not reply to such requests, mark the relevant emails as 
junk, and if they are from Gmail accounts, please notify Gmail.  If at any time you are in 
doubt about the veracity of an email, please contact the cathedral office.  If it sounds 
suspicious, it is very likely to be suspicious. 

It is a mystery how email addresses have been collected and used in this way, but please 
make sure that you have an up-to-date virus checker in place on your computer/laptop at 
all times.   

 

A Cathedral Wedding 

By the time you read this letter, the wedding ceremony between our Music Director, 
Nicholas Capozzoli, and his fiancée, Caroline Deschamps, will probably be over. We wish 
them many years of happiness together.  

 

Forecourt closed from 12 October 2022 
 
Works will be starting on the demolition of the ‘edicule’ on the corner of Av Bourassa and 
Rue Ste Catherine from Tuesday 12 October.  These works should complete end of March 
2023, at which time demolition and rebuilding of the edicule on the corner of Av Union and 
Ste Catherine will start.   This will mean that the Cathedral forecourt will be closed to cars 
on Sundays until October 2023.  We are advising people attending cathedral services to 
park on Av Union or Av Bourassa, or to use the Car Park at the bottom of the KPMG 
tower.  These building works are beyond our control and we are sorry for any 
inconvenience. 
 

English Reading Group 

Our next book will be House on Endless Waters by Emuna Elon. The book is about 
“Amsterdam’s dark wartime history and the underground networks which hid Jewish 
children away from danger—but at a cost. (Goodreads review) Courtesy of Westmount 
Library I will have some copies in church this Sunday to lend to people interested in joining 
the zoom discussion on November 6th. If you can’t be in church that day, but would like to 
pick up a copy from my house, please let me know. 

 

With best wishes for a happy Thanksgiving, 



Ann Elbourne, with thanks to Deborah, Bertrand, Brenda and Julie, and to Alex and Mal for 
their pictures. Merci Michel, and thank you Alex for putting the final letters together. 

October 7, 2022 


