
Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 
 
This is a special weekend - the cathedral is marking the National Day of Truth and 
Reconciliation and Orange Shirt day on Friday, Journées de la culture all weekend, and the 
end of the Season of Creation on Sunday. There were details in previous newsletters so this 
is just a quick reminder of highlights.  
 

 
 

• You will probably receive this letter after the events surrounding Truth and 
Reconciliation are over, but it is of course important to honour every day the hurt 
caused by the residential schools.  
 

• On Friday evening Esther-Ruth Teel presents her show Unlikely Wilds (7:30 pm).  
 

• On Saturday Nick demonstrates the organ (11 am), Milena Trifonova gives a piano 
recital (2pm), Celtic Voices (4pm), with the Montreal Welsh Male Choir, Esther Ruth 
and the Westmount Community Theatre, take you to Wales and Scotland with songs 
and readings from Under Milk Wood, and the day finishes at 7 pm with Le grand jour, 
a concert of Broadway music performed by the Choeur Gai de Montréal.  
 

• Sunday focuses on our liturgy with a blessing of pets at the 10:30 service and a 
service of Music and Readings on Creation at 4 pm put together by Nick and 
Deborah and featuring our wonderful choir. One of the pieces was written by Ellen 
Torrie, one of our soprano section leaders. Lemonade and home-baked cookies will 
be served on the forecourt afterwards.  

https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/2-pm-truth-and-reconciliation/?event_date=2022-09-30
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/2-pm-truth-and-reconciliation/?event_date=2022-09-30
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/730-pm-unlikely-wilds/?event_date=2022-09-30
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/11-am-the-organ-at-christ-church-cathedral/?event_date=2022-10-01
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/2-pm-famous-masterpieces-for-piano/?event_date=2022-10-01
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/2-pm-famous-masterpieces-for-piano/?event_date=2022-10-01
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/4-pm-celtic-voices/?event_date=2022-10-01
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/7-pm-le-grand-jour-concert-by-the-choeur-gai-de-montreal/?event_date=2022-10-01
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/1030-am-blessing-of-the-animals-at-the-10-30-am-eucharist/?event_date=2022-10-02
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/4-pm-music-and-readings-on-creation/?event_date=2022-10-02


 
• There will also be displays in the church all weekend, and the opportunity to take a 

guided tour in English or in French on Sunday afternoon at 1:30 pm. 
 
Please join us for some of these activities and bring friends. 
 

 
 

https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/calendar-journees-de-la-culture-2022/
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/130-pm-guided-tour-of-the-cathedral/?event_date=2022-10-02


Fair Trade Stall – a message from Lisa Middlemiss 
 
This Sunday after the 10:30 AM service, we will be hosting the fair trade kiosk.  With the 
heat of the summer behind us, we were able to receive a fresh shipment of fair trade 
chocolate from Ten Thousand Villages in Cobourg, Ontario, not to mention other delights 
such as Cha's organic preserved fruits (Mango, pineapple, tropical fruit and sweet jackfruit - 
perfect for baking and smoothies) and a selection of greeting cards made by artisans 
worldwide. 
 
 
Last Sunday, the End of the Month Lunch returned to Fulford 
Hall.  
Adrian King-Edwards the indefatigable organiser writes 
 

First I’d like to give a special thank you to our two cathedral members who not only 
sponsored this lunch but also sponsored one half of next month's lunch as well. I would 
also like to thank our faithful team who have been providing the takeout lunches for two 
and a half years. It has been a great pleasure to work with all of you.  
 
The big news is that this month we reopened Fulford Hall to our regular sit down lunch. 
This involved an immense amount of planning as well as a scramble to find 25 
volunteers. Towards the end I found myself approaching friends on the street and telling 
them “I’ve got an exciting job for you!" Almost all our helpers were new so Donna and I 
stood by the kitchen door and answered their questions. They were told initially to ask 
how many people at their table would prefer vegetarian quiche or John’s award-winning 
Salisbury Steak. One anxious runner from table number 6 came to us to ask, “What do I 
do if all of them have decided they would like both?" 
 
On Friday morning I did my usual cycle round to 3 shelters to give out our handouts and 
found everyone quite excited that we were again going to offer sit down lunches. Despite 
this I was quite concerned that we would not draw our usual crowd because of the time 
change from 10 to 12:30. However, when Daniel opened the doors they poured in.  From 
then on it seemed like a joyous reunion with old friends.  When it was all over I was quite 
touched by the number of new volunteers who insisted that they wanted to sign up 
immediately for the next lunch.  

 
Note from editor: Adrian welcomes both offers of donations and offers of help. If you're 
interested, please contact him directly at wordbook@securenet.net 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wordbook@securenet.net


Cathedral Retreat 
 
A couple of spaces are available for the Cathedral retreat which will be held at the 
Cistercian Abbey of Rougemont, from late afternoon on Friday October 21st to 
midafternoon Sunday October 23rd .  It will be a silent time with worship with the 
community. The Dean will lead the group.  The cost is $150 per person including meals, 
private single room, and private bath and we are hoping to organise carpooling.  Please 
note there are no double rooms. Let the dean know if you are interested 
(bertrand.olivier@montrealcathedral.ca).  Some bursaries are available if this cost is 
beyond your means at present. 
 
 
Cathedral Forum 
 
After two years of meeting on zoom, the next Cathedral Forum will be held in person in 
Fulford Hall, on Sunday, October 16, 2022, at 12:15 pm. There will be light refreshments.  
The minutes of the last meeting 
(https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21APxh9a4zhMqQpYI&cid=DCE4372088CE4D20&id=
DCE4372088CE4D20%2172585&parId=DCE4372088CE4D20%2145116&o=OneUp) 
contain information about events from October to December and will be useful to people 
who like to organise their calendars in advance. It also contains information about current 
and on-going initiatives, such as the hospitality project and PWRDF activities. Peggy 
Simpson reported that PWRDFprojects for the Fall include drumming up support for the 
Indigenous Initiatives Fund which is managed by First Nations. One such project is 
happening in Kahnawake, aiming to preserve Mohawk language and culture. 
 
On the agenda, Oct 16: The Cathedral’s outreach budget  
There is $6 000 in this year’s Outreach Budget. Traditionally, half is sent to PWRDF for 
activities beyond Montreal. In the past, ESJAG (the Cathedral’s Ecological and Social Justice 
Action Group) has created a proposal for spending the other half on one or more local 
social justice projects, and presented it to Forum. The final decision is taken by 
Corporation. The procedure this year will be slightly different. Forum members are being 
asked to make suggestions and vote on their preference. ESJAG members will do some 
research and present their findings to Corporation, who as before will make the final 
decision.  
 
Last year the cathedral sent a donation to the Native Women’s Shelter of Montreal, asking 
that it be used for the Raphael André Memorial Tent in Cabot Square. 
 
Please think carefully about local organisations offering various kinds of outreach 
and come prepared to make a recommendation, with reasons for your suggestion. 
 



Jan Jorgensen, a United Church Minister, was very active in ESJAG and organised many 
events at the cathedral. We are delighted to share that this weekend, Jan and Robert Patton 
of Kahnawake are being formally recognized as the ministers of Kahnawake United Church, 
covenanting with the congregation, the region conseil Nakonhaka Regional Council and  
with the National Indigenous Council of the United Church of Canada. It is the first time 
since 1935 that they have an Indigenous minister at the church.  He is now a 
Congregational Designated Minister, but will finish his studies next spring and be ordained.   
 
Brenda Linn took over from Jan as the leader and motivator of ESJAG. She spent the COVID 
years in Montreal, but in a few days she is returning to her job as an educational 
psychologist and consultant in the far North. We surround her with blessings and look 
forward to hearing about her work. Modern communication magic will allow her to keep in 
touch with us. She has asked me to include in this letter a passage about Orange Shirt Day, 
September 30, written by  Mark Stenabaugh, for the newsletter of the Church of St Mary 
Magdalene in Toronto, where they will be flying an orange shirt on the rectory roof today. 
Mark writes “Orange Shirt Day is an Indigenous-led grassroots commemorative day intended to 
raise awareness of the individual, family and community inter-generational impacts of 
residential schools, and to promote the concept of "Every Child Matters".  The orange shirt is a 
symbol of the stripping away of culture, freedom and self-esteem experienced by Indigenous 
children over generations.” 
 
Thank you Brenda for prodding us into awareness on so many social justice issues.  
 
 
Wedding Bells 
 

 
 
Director of Music Nick Capozzoli will marry Caroline Deschamps on Friday October 7 at 
3pm in the Cathedral. He is inviting us all to the ceremony. “There will be lots of music” he 
says, “starting with an extravagant organ prelude around 2:45 PM by the one-and-only Joel 
Peters”. “And,” he adds, “be prepared to sing!”  
 



Last Sunday Caroline began offering to bake cookies for JDC and Nick and I had to remind 
her that she might be a little busy with wedding preparations this weekend. It’s amazing 
that Nick himself has found time to get married. Congratulations, and thank you for inviting 
us to your ceremony. 
 
 
Cathedral Closure on Monday, October 10 
 
Finally an administrative note from Bertrand: The cathedral and its offices will be closed on 
Thanksgiving Monday, 10 October. 
 
 
Thank you to contributors Lisa, Adrian, Brenda, Jan, Nick and Bertrand. Thank you to Alex 
for producing the final letter and to Michel for checking the French version. 
 
Ann Elbourne 
September 29, 2022 


