
Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

Last Sunday was special for several reasons. The Francophone choir which sings at the 9 
am service held its first practice since the start of COVID. A delightful little girl, Étienne 
Donne Komschlies-Wilson, was baptised at the 10:30 service, and a rite of healing was 
performed, the first of a series which will be offered on the third Sunday each month. At 
4pm the cathedral hosted a special service commemorating the life and service of Queen 
Elizabeth II. A large congregation attended this memorable service. If you missed it, or 
would like to listen again, you can find it on the Cathedral’s YouTube page. 

 

This Sunday will also be special. 

• We will celebrate another baptism: Ann Olders will be baptized at the 10:30 
Eucharist. 

• Pain, partage, prière, a French discussion group, will meet in the Undercroft at 
10:10 am. For those who live far away, it is available online at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84617875717. 

• Deborah is inviting the young adults in the congregation to meet with her after 
the 10:30 service to discuss how the cathedral community can best support their 
spiritual life. If the weather is nice, they will gather in the courtyard, if inclement in 
the Baptistery. There will be tea and cake and Deborah hopes you will answer some 
questions: Do you want us to have a group for young adults? For Young 
Professionals? For parents of young children? Or would you rather be part of 
intergenerational offerings? What kinds of classes or activities would interest you? 
What kinds of ministries would you hope to participate in? 

• Also after the 10:30 service Adrian, Donna and their helpers will be serving a sit-
down lunch in Fulford Hall to a crowd of hungry people. Peggy is devoting 
several days to baking squares and cookies for dessert. Look for a report from 
Adrian in next week’s letter! 

• Then, at 4 pm, we welcome the Montreal chapter of the Royal College of 
Canadian Organists. Nicholas Capozzoli, Director of Music, says that  Church 
musicians from around the city will be treated to a special Evensong from our choir. 
The chapter's chaplain Gwenda Wells will officiate. The Cathedral Choir will sing 
music by contemporary composers from North America, Wales, and Australia. You 
will also hear music by two former directors, Kenneth Meek and Patrick Wedd. All 
are welcome to a wine and cheese reception following the service. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hl4iXrMkApA
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84617875717




Special events continue the following weekend, September 30 to October 2, including 
the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation on Friday, Journées de la culture Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, and the end of the Season of Creation on Sunday, when there will be a 
Blessing of Pets during the 10:30 service and a special creation-themed service at 4 
followed by lemonade, apple cider and home-baked cookies on the forecourt. 

Click here to view the full Journées de la Culture schedule. 

 

Truth and Reconciliation 

Brenda Linn has created some touching and thought-provoking remembrances of the sad 
and often shocking stories told by residential school survivors. Inside the church you can 
watch a movie made by the Anglican Church of Canada (with French sub-titles created by 
Michel Gagnon) Doctrine of Discovery: Stolen Land, Strong Hearts.  

We are delighted to welcome Marg Boyle who is artist in residence at Concordia in the Art 
Ed program and part of the Eagle and Condor Collective and the Native Immigrant 
collective that has a gallery in NDG.  Marg is Metissage from Gespeg / Gaspe / Gaspesie. 
Her ancestors are Mi'gmaq, Abenaki, European and African, thus she attempts to honour 
them all, both through the work she does in community and through the Arts she creates 
and performs. She will be leading a small group of drummers and dancers performing on 
the forecourt Friday afternoon. 

 

Honouring Creation 

Esther Ruth-Teel, our Assistant organist will present her extraordinary piece, Unlikely Wilds, 
on Friday evening at 7:30. Through poetry, film and dance she explores living as a part of 
nature or ‘the wild’ even as an urban dweller. You can read about it on the JDC website,  
 

Saturday Events 

You won’t want to miss Saturday’s musical offerings starting with Nick’s demonstration of 
the organ at 11 am, followed by a recital of Beethoven’s piano music at 2 pm by Milena 
Trifonova,  Celtic Voices at 4pm and the Choeur gai singing Broadway at 7 pm. The concert 
Celtic Voices combines songs performed by the Montreal Welsh Male Choir, two short 
interludes of songs accompanied by Celtic harp played by Esther-Ruth and extracts from 
Under Milk Wood by Dylan Thomas, presented by Dramatis Personae, Westmount’s 
Community Theatre. 

https://montrealcathedral.ca/jdc
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/2-pm-truth-and-reconciliation
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/2-pm-truth-and-reconciliation
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/730-pm-unlikely-wilds
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/11-am-the-organ-at-christ-church-cathedral
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/11-am-the-organ-at-christ-church-cathedral
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/2-pm-famous-masterpieces-for-piano
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/4-pm-celtic-voices
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/7-pm-le-grand-jour-concert-by-the-choeur-gai-de-montreal


Sunday 

On Sunday, we will have a blessing of pets during the 10:30 Eucharist, guided tours of the 
Cathedral in both languages, and a Creation-themed Evensong followed by refreshments 
on the forecourt. 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Diana Bouchard is looking for volunteers to be in the cathedral, greet, usher and count 
visitors, answer questions, and keep an eye on the displays. We also need cookie bakers. 
Could you bake a batch of your favourite cookies or squares and bring them to the 
cathedral Saturday or Sunday? We also need people to set up and serve the refreshments. 
Contact Diana at dianab@aei.ca. 

 

For the Love of Reading 

The cathedral has two book groups, both meeting this week and both eager to welcome 
new members. 

1. The French book group will meet on Zoom Saturday, September 24, 2022, 4:30 p.m.  
Click here to join the Zoom meeting.  
Or by phone: 438-809-7799 | Meeting ID : 813 7369 7978  
The book to be discussed is La nature de la bête by Louise Penny. 

2. The English Reading group will meet Sunday, September 25 on zoom at 7 pm to talk 
about Sweet Sweet Revenge Ltd by Jonas Jonasson. If you’d like to join the discussion, 
email Jane Aitkens at treasurer@montrealcathedral.ca to ask for the link. 

 

Beyond Our Walls 

• Take a look at the PWRDF website to see ways in which the Primate’s World relief 
and development fund PWRDF “makes a world of difference”. Particularly urgent at 
the moment is their appeal for donations to help the people of Pakistan restore 
places destroyed by recent floods. Donations made by individuals before September 
28 will be matched by the Federal government.  
 
You can also buy Christmas cards – yes, really! – I ordered my Christmas tree online 
last week.  

https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/1030-am-blessing-of-the-animals-at-the-10-30-am-eucharist
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/130-pm-guided-tour-of-the-cathedral
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/130-pm-guided-tour-of-the-cathedral
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/4-pm-music-and-readings-on-creation
mailto:dianab@aei.ca
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81373697978
mailto:treasurer@montrealcathedral.ca
https://pwrdf.org/


• Thank you to the people who joined Friday’s climate march. If you weren’t able to 
participate Brenda Linn suggests that you can follow a suggestion from Kairos to 
email your MP asking them to support three private members bills that, if enacted, 
will be powerful tools in environmental justice, corporate accountability and just 
transition. Click here to help! 

 
                     Logo of the Global Catholic Climate Movement 
 

Here is an exerpt from a prayer on the SSJG website: 

Give us hearts to listen for the good news of your promise to renew the face of the Earth. 
Enlighten us with the grace to follow the Way of Christ as we learn to walk lightly upon this 
holy ground. Fill us with the hope to quench the fires of injustice with the light of your 
healing love that sustains our common home. 

 

Net Zero Churches Project 

The diocesan Stewardship of the Environment Committee is offering a video suitable for 
the Season of Creation The focus is an important new initiative begun by their committee, 
the Net Zero Churches Project. They are working with other dioceses to help all of our 
congregations across Canada stop producing greenhouse gases. They are already seeing 
good fruit from this work, including at least two congregations from the diocese changing 
their oil furnaces for air source heat pumps, and hoping for significant financial savings 
each year. More importantly, they will no longer be producing as much carbon pollution. 

Click here for the YouTube video. 

 

Zoom problems 

Finally, there have been some problems accessing Cathedral meetings via zoom. Deborah 
reminds people that Cathedral Zoom accounts may be used only for scheduled meetings. 
We also remind people that use of a Cathedral space —whether a virtual space or a 

https://secure.kairoscanada.org/index.php?q=civicrm/mailing/view&reset=1&id=1395
http://www.netzerochurches.ca/
https://youtu.be/sE1Z-AKpGi4


physical one—must be booked with Elizabeth (administrator@montrealcahedral.ca). We 
are a very busy place so it’s important to avoid clashes. 

 

Ann Elbourne with thanks to contributors, particularly Deborah Meister, Brenda Linn and 
Nicholas Capozzoli and a huge thank you to Alex who wrestles mail chimp into submission 
each week, and to Michel who proof reads the French version. 

September 23, 2022 

mailto:administrator@montrealcahedral.ca

