
Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

Last Sunday the Montreal pride Parade was abruptly cancelled. We were disappointed, but not 
downhearted, expressing our personal pride in our LGBTQ+ community with a photograph of some 
members of the congregation standing behind the CCC parade banner. 

 

A Ministry of Beauty 

From Bertrand, a message about flowers at Christ Church Cathedral: 

We are so lucky to have a beautiful building in its own right, but it does come further alive with the 
addition of creative floral arrangements, putting us in touch vividly with God’s creation in the 
heart of our prayer.  In the recent past, and because of reduced volunteer numbers and funds, 
flowers were restricted to special occasions.  We have however been delighted in recent months 
that Julie Wang, who settled in Montreal earlier in the year, offered to re-invigorate our flower 
team, aiming to adorn our worship space Sunday after Sunday.  She has been working with the 
existing volunteers, Rob Wells and Vera Burt, as well as recruiting new volunteers so that a regular 
rota can be established.  She has also elicited the generous support of a local florist, Andrew Carr 
of Fleuriste Centre Ville, in les Halles de La Gare, who has been providing the Cathedral with 
flowers at reasonable cost since. 



We would very much like your support for this renewed ministry of beauty for the cathedral, and 
you can do this in a number of ways: 

1. Would you like to learn how to arrange flowers, or do you already have experience?  If so, 
please volunteer to be part of the team.  This would be a commitment for a few hours no more 
than once a month, and Julie will be delighted to show you the ropes.  You can contact her on 438-
233-6059 

2. Sponsor the flowers on a given Sunday, in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving for a happy 
event.  We will make a note in the weekly newsletter, and in the bulletin. 

3. More generally, please make donations towards the flower fund, which will enable us to support 
the flower team every week.  You can do that either electronically  
www.montrealcathedral.ca/donate or in an envelope.   In  either case, make sure to mark your 
donation for the ‘Flower Fund’ 

 The flowers this week have been given by Janet Dench, to the glory of God and in memory of her 
mother. 

 

Bible study and a Fall retreat 

Two announcements from Deborah:  

1. There will be an intimate weekend retreat at the beautiful Cistercian Abbey of Our Lady of 
Nazareth in Rougemont, Friday, October 21 – Sunday October 23. Each participant will have 
their own room with an ensuite bathroom, thus reducing COVID risk. Bertrand will lead the 
retreat. Look for details about topic, cost and transportation in a forthcoming newsletter, but do 
give Deborah a provisional reply soon because space is limited. 

 
 

2. The weekly midday Brown Bag Bible Study will resume on zoom the Monday after Labour day, 
September 12. Eat your sandwich while engaging in a lively discussion under Deborah’s 
leadership. 

 

Hospitality Project 

Last week we said goodbye to Torrin Maag, who has been working with Peter Huish to revive our 
tradition of having greeters in the cathedral welcoming visitors during the summer months. We are 
grateful to Torrin for his work on this project. He will be pursuing the path of ministry in the United 



Church. Please contact Peter Huish (huish.peter@gmail.com) if you would like to be part of a team of 
greeters welcoming visitors to the cathedral, presently on Tuesday and Friday afternoons, 1 – 4, but if 
enough people are interested other afternoons could be added. 

 

 Reminder of volunteer opportunity at Maison de l’amitié 

Jean-Jacques’ daughter Dora-Marie is looking for volunteers to teach in English or French classes for 
newly arrived people. It is a commitment of 2-5 hours a week in sessions of six weeks. With the 
pedagogical support offered, she says that almost anyone can integrate into the teaching team, building 
bridges across cultures and welcoming newly arrived people. 

 If you’re interested you can contact Dora-Marie by phone 514-843-4356 poste 1023 or by email 
benevolat@maisondelamitie.ca You can also visit their website www.maisondelamitie.ca         

 

Another reminder - Orange shirts 

September 30th, the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation is sometimes known as Orange Shirt Day 
in memory of the children who were taken from their families and placed in residential schools where 
many of them were mistreated and large numbers died. If you can, please visit a thrift store – eg Village 
des valeurs, or Renaissance – and look for child sized orange shirts. Brenda Linn is planning to string 
these shirts across the forecourt on September 30. 

 

Happy news 

Choir member Nathalie Gagnon-Joseph is planning the baptism of her new baby girl, Cécilia Rose Jean. 
Brother Nathan looks very pleased with his new sister. Congratulations to all the family. 

 

 

 



Wednesday this week the church commemorated St Lawrence, one of the 7 saints represented in the 
reredos below the East window. Lawrence died a martyr in 258 CE during the reign of the Emperor 
Valerian. After the execution of  Pope Sixtus, the Prefect of Rome demanded that Lawrence turn over 
the riches of the Church.  Lawrence asked for three days to gather the wealth, but spent the time 
distributing Church property to the poor. On the third day, when ordered to deliver the treasures of the 
Church he pointed to the group of indigent, crippled,  blind, and suffering people whom he had brought 
with him, and declared that these were the true treasures of the Church. As a result he was martyred, 
probably by decapitation rather than being grilled over coals as tradition has it. His concern for social 
justice certainly earns him a place of honour in the Cathedral. 
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Ann Elbourne with thanks to Bertrand and Deborah and to Alex and Michel for their work preparing 
English and French versions for Mail Chimp. 
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