
Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

 

 

Rising up and reaching out 

These are the themes of this week’s letter, symbolised by the multi-coloured banners over the altar and 
the gradual emergence of the spire from the scaffolding enfolding it. Jane Aitkens reports that the 
aluminum tiles which were sent to Ottawa to be restored are now being put back in place on the steel 
frame. Jane and Michele have both taken excellent photographs. Need I mention that donations are 
most welcome? 

 



This is Pride week, a celebration close to our hearts. The Pride service on Sunday was inspiring in its 
emphasis on love and acceptance. “God’s banner over us is love and pride”, proclaimed the cover page. 
Bertrand officiated and Esther-Ruth Teel directed the music. There were readings – from the Bible: “the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge” – from secular poetry: “Show me … How to delve deep inside 
my soul,/how to see myself whole/how to witness in all this love/ the unblemished work of God.” There 
were anthems from the choir, and hymns we could all sing, and an amazing performance by Justin 
Anantawan of Born This Way by Lady Gaga. Even the saints in the stained glass windows applauded!   

Most moving of all were the testimonies by Noah Hermes and Justin Anantawan, the reflections from 
Bertrand and the prayers led by Jeff Rock.  

If you missed the service, you can watch a recording on YouTube! 

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated and to the Chœur Gai de Montréal who performed on 
the forecourt before the service as well as to the team of ice cream sandwich makers led by Vivian 
Lewin. 

 

You can read all about this service (and see some excellent photographs) in a great article (in French) 
written for Le Devoir by our verger Nikoo, who is on an internship at the newspaper and was 
interviewing a number of churches about Pride celebration. Click here to read the article. 

 

Important Info about the Pride Parade 

Members of the Cathedral congregation will be marching in the Pride Parade after the 10:30 service this 
Sunday. Do join them. Alex and Bertrand will be leading a contingent to hurry over right after the 10:30 



service, or you can meet Noah between 10:30 and 12 at the parade itself. We are in Group # 22. To find 
us at the parade, go to the start of the parade at René-Lévesque and Peel, and then work backwards to 
find Group # 22. 

 

Becoming 

Esther-Ruth Teel, who is a creative dynamo, presented a special concert for Pride week last Tuesday in 
the Cathedral. Called Becoming, it was the launch concert for Sapphonix Collective. The programme was 
divided into 3 stages, youth, adolescence and maturity with music, dance and poetry reflecting each 
stage of the journey. Organ music was a quiet background reflection during all the pieces. It was a 
magical evening, with a memorable ending when members of the Sapphonix choir sang Alive, composed 
by Esther-Ruth, walking up and down the aisles as they sang. What amazing voices, and what a striking 
composition. 

 

Feeding the hungry 

Last Sunday also saw the end of the month lunch. Here is Adrian’s report.  

I frequently mention the huge contribution that Peggy makes to our lunch by baking 
hundreds of cookies. I have often seen some of our friends digging through their bags to 
immediately start with the cookies. I often see them checking to see that we have included 
their baggie of 8 or 9 cookies. Towards the end of the lunch we are asked if there are any 
“leftover” cookies. This Sunday Peggy baked 883 cookies! To help you clearly understand the 
volume, that means that she baked 116 Brownies, 108 Chocolate Chips, 108 Cranberry 
Lemon Cookies, 108 Ginger Cookies, 102 Oatmeal Raisin (My favourite), 104 Sugar Cookies, 
126 Pina Colada Cookies, 67 Lemon Currant Bars and 44 Chocolate Walnut Bars. It is no 
surprise that our lunch is so popular.  
 
This month’s lunch was generously sponsored by one of our Cathedral singers. Helping in 
the kitchen were Flo, Carol, Jo, John, Donna and her lovely daughter, Megan who was 
visiting from Yellowknife. John served up his delicious Salisbury Steak as well as the 
vegetarian option Costco Cheese Pizza. 
 
All together Donna and I gave out 110 lunches.  We were all quite hungry towards the end 
and quite enjoyed sitting down to our own lunch (and cookies).   
 
Blessings and Happy Summer to all, Adrian and Donna 
 

Please note: Not only did Peggy make 883 cookies, she also helped create the ice cream sandwiches 
which were distributed after the Pride service. 

 

 



 

Partners in Prayer 

The cathedral and the Diocese of Montreal are partnered with the Dioceses of Masasi in Tanzania and 
the Territory of the People in central BC. Consequently we have a special responsibility to pray for 
people in need in these places. As you will have read in the news, the little town of Lytton has once 
again been threatened by wild fires. Bishop Jane Alexander has asked for prayers for this community, 
writing that “there will be pastoral needs for months to come since this fire has reminded folk of the 
trauma of the Lytton fire last year. As a Territory we continue to stand in solidarity and provided all the 
support we can.” Please join her in praying for the people of the Lytton area, for those who have lost 
their homes, for the safety of firefighters, for community leaders and elders, for rebuilding and 
healing.  Click here to see a prayer for the People of Lytton on the Territory of the people website.  

 

Orange Shirts 

In preparation for our participation in the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation, September 30, 
Brenda Linn asks for people to contribute small child-sized orange t-shirts which will be hung in the 
forecourt to remember the very young children who died in the residential schools, many of whom were 
buried in unmarked graves. 

 

 

 



Ekumena liturgio 

Joel Amis, former cathedral parishioner and now the rector of Christ Church Beaurepaire and the 
Ecumenical Officer of the Diocese, is inviting us to a special event in the cathedral this Sunday at 3:30 – a 
service entirely in Esperanto. Joel wrote: 

Some of you know that I'm on the organizing committee for the World Esperanto Congress 
which will be taking place in Montreal from August 7-13 (postponed from 2020). Over 800 
Esperanto speakers will be arriving in Montreal for this week-long cultural event, which is being 
held in Montreal for the first time ever (only second time in Canada). 

Since the 1st World Esperanto Congress in 1905, there's always been an ecumenical Christian 
service held alongside this event. This year the ecumenical service will be held in our own 
Cathedral, and will include a joint Anglican-Lutheran Eucharist (open to all, of course) – I will be 
presiding, and Pastor Hans Becklin (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) will be preaching.  

The service will be entirely in Esperanto, but all are welcome, regardless of Esperanto 
knowledge (the order of service will basically follow the order for Holy Eucharist we're 
accustomed to, so it will be easy to follow along).  

I just wanted to extend this invitation to you all, because this special event will be in our own 
Cathedral, and because it's a uncommon occurrence in this part of the world and some of you 
might be curious.  

 

 Volunteer opportunity to help newly arrived people 

 

Another person who used to worship with us is Dora-Marie Goulet, daughter of Jean-Jacques, an 
honorary assistant at the Cathedral until he retired and was posted elsewhere. Dora-Marie would like to 
share a volunteer opportunity. She coordinates language classes at a community centre in the Plateau 
(Maison de l'amitié).  She writes:  

We offer English and French classes to newly arrived people, irrespective of their status, and we 
keep costs low through an incredible team of volunteer teachers.  It is a 2 to 5 hour per week 
commitment, in sessions of six weeks.  We find that with the pedagogical support we offer, 
almost anyone, whatever their professional background, is able to integrate into our teaching 
team.  At its core, our program isn't simply about sharing language skills, but about building 
bridges across cultures and welcoming newly arrived people. 

 If you’re interested you can contact Dora-Marie by phone 514-843-4356 poste 1023 or by email 
(benevolat@maisondelamitie.ca) or click here to visit their website.  

 

Accommodation Needed for a Theological Student 

 
Beaconsfield United Church is looking to help secure medium-term accommodation for a theological 



student associated with their congregation. Mr.Ozioma Obijofor is a minister from Nigeria who will be 
coming to Montreal this fall on a student visa in order to study for an MDiv at the United Theological 
College, as part of a process to become ordained in the United Church. As his funds will be limited when 
he first arrives, they are hoping to connect him with an individual or family who lives in or near 
downtown Montréal who would be interested in renting a room to him at an affordable rate (under 
$350 per month) for 6-12 months until he is able to secure part-time work to be able to afford his own 
rental. He is a mature, responsible person, and has a wife and three children back home in Nigeria. If 
you have a spare room and would be interested in talking with Mr. Obijofor about the possibility of 
renting to him, please send an email to community@beaconsfieldunitedchurch.com and we will connect 
you. 

 

Janet Best’s Spring Slide Show  

You might not have known her name, but you will have seen Janet Best taking photographs at many 
diocesan events. The Montreal Anglican has recently posted a slide show of recent photographs which 
give a nice overview of what’s going on around the diocese. The slides include pictures of the recent 
ordination of Ben and Fresia. Click here to see the slide show.  

 

I hope your summer is both restful and joyful. Please keep sending me news of what you’re doing. 

Ann Elbourne, with thanks to contributors, Adrian, Brenda, Joel and Dora-Marie, and as always to Alex 
who formats this letter for Mailchimp, and to Michel for correcting the French version. 
 
August 5, 2022 


