
Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

Cool Air 

If you’re wilting in the Montreal heat, come and sit in our newly air-conditioned space. This year, the 
Cathedral is truly an oasis for body as well as soul. Please note, we are still asking you to wear a mask 
during services and events in order to protect yourselves and the frailer members of our community. If 
you would like to attend a quiet, uncrowded service, consider coming to one of the weekday Eucharists 
held at 12:15 on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 

 

Montreal Pride Week 

We will be especially glad of the air-conditioning during several major events happening later this 
summer, starting with Montreal Pride week, August 1–7.   

We will start celebrating on July 31 with our annual Pride service at 4 pm in the Cathedral, when we will 
pray, and rejoice as beloved LGBTQ+ children of God and their allies.   

 

Bertrand has shared plans for the service: 

• The Chœur Gai de Montréal will greet participants 
• We will be joined by members of CANFAR – the Canadian Association for Aids Research – who 

are attending the International AIDS conference in Montreal.   
• We will welcome Pastor Jeff Rock, the senior Pastor of MCC Toronto.   
• Participating in the service will be Justin Anantawan, a Toronto-based HIV activist, social 

worker, teacher, musician, and photographer of Chinese and Thai Descent. Justin frequently 
travels to Kenya and Jamaica for outreach work in the LGBTQ community and PLHA community. 



He will sing Lady Gaga’s “Born This Way” as well as give a testimony, together with others from 
our community.   

• Cathedral music will be led by Esther-Ruth Teel, and feature music by the Sapphonix Collective / 
Queer musician: Pauline Oliveros as well as a piece by Sufjan Stevens – Organ transcription of 
the Mystery of Love. 

• There will be ice cream sandwiches and refreshments afterwards on the forecourt of the 
Cathedral. Vivian Lewin would welcome your help.  

The service will be both in-person and streamed at montrealcathedral.ca/live  
Please RSVP to the Facebook Event.   
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Pride Concerts 

During Pride Week there will be two special concerts in the cathedral.  
 
The first, called Becoming, is being organised by Esther-Ruth Teel, who was a Patrick Wedd Choral 
Scholar in our choir last season. "Becoming" is the official concert launch of the Sapphonix arts 
collective. Founded by Maria Gajraj and Esther-Ruth Teel, Sapphonix aims to re-contextualize pipe organ 
and create multi-disciplinary art projects with queer, femme, and enby folks within Tiohti:áke / 
Montréal & beyond.  
 
 



This is how Esther-Ruth describes their first concert which will take place on August 2 at 7 pm: 
 

This concert will explore the journey towards self-acceptance, through interspersed queer poetry, 
prose, and music. It will move gradually from doubt, fear, and insecurity, to peace, hope, and self 
acceptance. This concert will feature two new compositions by Esther-Ruth Teel for organ and 
choir, and other music by diverse composers including Florence Price, Stravinsky, and Max 
Richter. 

 
Click Here to RSVP to the Facebook Event.  

Click Here to follow Sapphonix on Instagram.  

The second concert in Pride week will be a Pride themed concert presented on August 4 as part of our 
collaboration with concert promoters “Fever”. A string quartet, the Quatuor Listeso, will give two lively 
performances of pop and classical music. Click here to see programme information and buy tickets.  

 

Pride Parade 

At the end of Pride Week, as is our tradition, Cathedral members will march in the grand parade behind 
the cathedral banner. I wonder how many of you remember Jean Daniel’s twins turning cartwheels 
beside our group as we walked along René-Lévesque? 

 

 

 

 

 



Two celebratory weekends: orange shirts and cookies needed 

At the end of summer the Cathedral will be participating in two city-wide events, Journées du 
patrimoine religieux, Sept 9-11 and Journées de la culture Sept 30-Oct 2. Watch out for appeals to get 
involved in these fun events! For now, dig an orange shirt out of your wardrobe, or buy one in a second 
hand clothes shop. This is because the first day of Journées de la culture is also the National Day of Truth 
and Reconciliation with the people of the First Nations. Brenda Linn is planning to hang orange shirts on 
a clothes line in front of the church, as well as organising activities inside the church. We will also be 
looking for volunteer cookie bakers, so get out your favourite recipe! 

Journées du patrimoine religieux is designed to show off the artistic, historic and architectural features 
of Montreal’s places of worship, making people aware of their richness and diversity. If you would like to 
be a greeter or a guide during that weekend, please speak to Bertrand.  

 

Interacting with homeless people 

The Cathedral is hosting an information session for interacting with the homeless people and itinerants 
who occasionally enter the cathedral. If it is something you feel called towards, please RSVP to Peter 
Huish huish.peter@gmail.com or Torrin Maag mtwol123@gmail.com The session will be held July 26th 
from 2:30pm -3:30pm. 

Spam warning 

Some people have received Spam emails purporting to come from Bishop Mary or from the bishop’s 
office. The subject field says QUICK TASK. Please do not open it, or reply or respond to it, but do forward 
it to Mary Abate, the bishop’s secretary, so she can forward it to the IT department. 
bishops.office@montreal.anglican.ca  

 

Notice of Ordination 

Under the terms of Canon 18,Bishop Mary announces, that, God willing, on Saturday, September 24th , 
Holy Cross Day, at 2pm in Grace Church, Sutton, she intends to ordain, to the diaconate, Randy Kenneth 
Gates. Before he and his husband François moved to the Townships, Randy was Deputy Warden at the 
Cathedral 2013 to 2016.  
If you are able to be at Grace Church for the ordination, you will experience a strong fellow-feeling – the 
spire of the church was removed a few days ago for renovation. Tyson Røsberg has posted a video on 
Facebook showing a crane lifting the spire off its base 
https://www.facebook.com/GraceChurchSutton/videos/1183204832514944 
 
Reminder of Funeral service Alain Bonhomme 
 
Alain’s funeral service will be held at the Cathedral on Saturday, July 23, 11:00 a.m. and will be online at 
https://montrealcathedral.ca/live 
 



 

 

 

On our behalf, Bertrand is offering a warm 
welcome to the Cathedral. Taken at Pride 
2019, but an invitation renewed every day.  
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Ann Elbourne, with thanks to Bertrand, Esther-Ruth and Torrin for their contributions, and to Alex for his 
computer magic. 

July 22, 2022 

 


