
 
 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral 
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of February which brings the joyful news that the Cathedral building 
will be open for worship again starting Monday February the 7th. There will be midweek Eucharists, 
offered Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday of each week at 12:15, a good option for the Covid-cautious. 
Registration links for our Sunday services will appear magically on the website in time for Sunday the 
13th when we will be able to worship in person. As before, worshippers will need to present their 
vaccine passports at the door and remain masked throughout the service. (We are noting who has 
shown us their vaccine passports, so parishioners should have to show them only once.) 
 
Most of us are probably glad that January is over. The month is named after Janus, the two-faced Roman 
god who looks in two directions, but I sometimes think this image is even more appropriate for 
February when we both commemorate the past and look to the future. In the last week of January we 
prayed in solidarity with our Jewish and Muslim friends. February is Black History Month when we 
remember the horrible injustices caused by racism and prejudice, even after the end of the slave trade. 
We educate ourselves about the past in order to create a better future. The theme picked by the 
United Nations for the day of Holocaust remembrance and education was “Memory, Dignity and Justice” 
and this feels like an appropriate slogan for our Cathedral’s activities.  
When Melanie Joly, Minister of Foreign Affairs was speaking about the Holocaust and its horrific crimes she 
also said:  
 
We remember the Holocaust survivors and all those who courageously confronted evil, such as Raoul 
Wallenberg, the first person to receive honorary Canadian citizenship, which he was awarded after having been 
credited with saving 100,000 Jews in 6 months alone. He remains a great example of how 1 person with the 
compassion to care and the courage to act can confront evil, prevail and transform history. 
 
If you walk into the garden behind the Cathedral you will see a monument to Raoul Wallenberg. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
On Saturday, February 19th at 11am, we are invited to be a part 
of the Annual Diocesan Black Heritage Celebration. Music, 
prayer, poetry, liturgy, and creative contributions from children and 
youth will honour black heritage in our community by celebrating the 
ways Black Canadians enrich our daily lives.  

 
You will find more information about this on-line service on the 
diocesan website. https://www.montreal.anglican.ca/latest-
news/2022/1/26/7vdwn15oxqrj6hec01hv6ojr65um71 
 

 
Have you recently visited the section of the cathedral website devoted to the Cathedral’s response 
to the Black Lives Matter movement?   
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/black-lives-matter/group4-getting-to-know-each-other/  

 
It is divided into 4 sections and you will find a great deal of information 
and good suggestions about how we can respond. Group 4, tasked with 
Celebrating Our Unity in Diversity in Christ, has been recording interviews 
with parishioners under the heading Getting to Know Each Other. 
This is an ongoing project and Michele Rattray-Huish would welcome 
volunteers to be interviewed or to be an interviewer 
 

https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/black-lives-matter/group4-getting-to-know-each-other/ 
 
Last week’s newsletter reminded us that Easter is a traditional date for baptism, confirmation, and 
reception (being received into the Anglican Church from another denomination), and Deborah invites 
anyone interested to e-mail her to learn more. For confirmation/reception, the clergy need to know of 
your interest by the end of February so they can plan the requisite class. For baptism at Easter, they’d 
need to know by the second week of Lent. Please contact deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca 
 
The Cathedral has received a gracious invitation from Alexandra Fol, Organist and Director of Music at 
our neighbouring church, St James United. They are hosting a free community activity for all 
kids on Thursdays February 24, March 3 & 10, between 10 am and 11 am; and Sundays February 27 and 
March 6 between 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. Children are invited to visit the church and draw the organ. 
Alexandra Fol will have the children listen to the organ, try it out and even step inside the instrument. 
There will be an exhibition of paintings in April and prizes and certificates for the artists. It sounds like a 
great spring break activity. When we’ve held similar organ demonstrations in the Cathedral kids have 
always been enthralled. 
For more information: stjamesunitedmusic@gmail.com 514-264-7777 
 



 
 

 
Michael Pitts is a once-upon-a-time Dean of the 
Cathedral and nowadays a member of our 
congregation. When I discovered that he and Kilike 
were celebrating their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary last Saturday I asked Michael to share 
some memories of his wedding. He sent us this 
lovely photograph taken on the anniversary and a 
delightful recollection 
 
 
Michael writes: This celebration was a time for us to look back with joy at the events which brought us together 
and at the experiences, events and relationships which have enlivened our lives through this past half century. 
We met at a youth camp, organized by the World Council of Churches, in the Wallonie region of Belgium. As 
Kyllikki lived in Finland and I in England, we courted by mail. There was no e-mail in those long-ago days and 
international phone calls were very expensive. Three months later Kyllikki visited me in England, and we became 
engaged. We began to arrange our wedding in the church in Sunderland, where I was assistant curate, for 
another three months down the road. 
 
Kyllikki’s family and friends would not be able to travel to England for the wedding, so we had three receptions. 
The first was in Finland before the wedding. We had intended to travel back to England together, but Kyllikki’s 
father, who was the captain of an oil tanker, had an assignment to sail to Teesport, not far from Sunderland, so 
she came with him along with many possessions which would otherwise have been left behind, while I flew back 
to resume my duties in the parish. The second reception was provided in the church hall by the ladies of the 
parish, open to all parishioners. The cake was a gift from a baker in the parish. There were many weddings in 
the parish at that period, so he baked a stock of cakes, in the English way, a year before they were to be sold. 
We told people that our cake was baked six months before we met. It was wonderfully decorated with Finnish 
flags and Union Jacks. The third reception was for my family and friends in my home-town of Bradford in 
Yorkshire. 
 
The day before the wedding we went to do some shopping, in nearby Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and as we drank 
some coffee in the railway station, we decided, on a whim, that part of our honeymoon would be spent in Paris 
and Brussels. Thus began a married life of living and working in ministry in five countries, with our three children, 
bringing us eventually to Canada where we are happily celebrating those fifty years together. 
 



 
 

 
 

Just this morning I found a very happy photograph of a study group from our Francophone 
community – sitting close together, no masks and in Fulford Hall. How different life was!  
 
 
While we are in Janus mood looking back at the past, here is a memory of a former very active 
parishioner, Dorothy Lindsay, who was a leading light in the Altar and Sanctuary Guild for many years 
– all ladies at that time. Janet King has just found a 1979 letter from Mrs Lindsay containing prayers for 
a new home, written by The Rt. Rev’d Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 1637-1711.  
 
O God, make the door of this house wide enough to receive all who need human love and friendship; 
narrow enough to shut out all envy, pride and strife; 
make its threshold smooth enough to be no stumbling block to children nor to straying feet, 
but rugged and strong enough to turn back the tempter's power. 
God, make the doorway of this house the gateway to thine eternal kingdom,  
for Jesus' sake 
 

 
 
I think this is a prayer we might all like to use now that we are so close to being able to 
invite friends and families into our homes. 
 
Indeed, February is beginning to feel like a hopeful month. This week we have seen the start of the 
Chinese New Year, Groundhog Day, Candlemas and Imboic, the halfway point between the winter 
solstice and the spring equinox. To top it all off today (February 4) is homemade soup day! 
So while you make your soup and light the candle blessed last Sunday you might ponder the words of TS 
Eliot in his poem Burnt Norton in which we are –  



 
 

 
At the still point of the turning world.  
Neither flesh nor fleshless;  
Neither from nor towards; at the still point, there the dance is,  
But neither arrest nor movement.  
And do not call it fixity,  
Where past and future are gathered.  
Neither movement from nor towards,  
Neither ascent nor decline.  
Except for the point, the still point,  
There would be no dance, and there is only the dance.  
I can only say, there we have been: but I cannot say where.  
And I cannot say, how long, for that is to place it in time. 
 
 
May you all feel the peace of this still point 
 
Ann Elbourne, with thanks to Deborah Meister, Michael Pitts, Janet King and Marie-Claire Fournier 
February 4, 2022 
 
Calendar reminders 

• Adventures in Travel, Friday, February 4th at 1:30 p.m.  
• Annual Reports! Due to Ann Elbourne Feb 4.  
• Cathedral Forum Tuesday, February 15 at 5:15 p.m.  
• Francophone Book Group, February 19 at 16h30.  
• Black Heritage Celebration Saturday, February 19 at 11:00 a.m.  
• English Book Group, Sunday, February 27 at 7 pm  
• Brown Bag Bible Study, every Monday at 12 (in English) 
•  Prière du soir avec discussion biblique, chaque mardi à 19h0 

 

 

 

 


