
Dear Friend of the Cathedral 

The important Week of Prayer for Christian Unity runs from January 18 to 25. Called as children of one 
God, we will meet and pray for Christian unity at a special ecumenical celebration on ZOOM: Sunday, 
23 January at 3:00 p.m. You are invited to join the service: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8455661831  

 

 

 

This year’s theme of the star that rose in the East was chosen by the Christians of the Middle East. They 
have asked us to think about the story of the magi in Matthew 2: 1-12 where “the appearance of the star 
in the sky of Judea represents a long-awaited sign of hope, that leads the Magi, and indeed all peoples of 
the earth, to the place where the true king and Saviour is revealed. This star is a gift, an indication of 
God’s loving presence for all humanity.” (Quotation taken from a useful document reflecting on and 
praying about the suggested theme. 

https://www.weekofprayer.ca/sites/default/files/1%20International%20Booklet%202022%20WPCU.pdf ) 

 

On the Feast of the Epiphany, probably like many of you, I lit my Christmas tree for the last time before 
stripping its branches and hurling it into the snow. 

 

 Just before the 
Cathedral building 
was closed, Bob 
and Janet King 
installed the three 
kings in the creche. 
These kings were 
made almost 90 
years ago. Their 
garments were 
refurbished by Amy 
German a few years 
ago. 

 

 

Another important zoom session which you are invited to attend is the first PWRDF webinar of 2022, 
Creation Care: Climate Action – Learning Module #4: Sabbath Rest, Wednesday, January 19, 12:30 
pm    Meeting Registration - Zoom 



 

Come to the Cathedral Forum on Monday, January 17 at 7:30pm to learn more about the work 
of the PWRDF – the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund.  The Cathedral supports PWRDF 
financially.  Peggy Simpson is our representative in Montreal. 

Mark your calendars now for the Ordination to the Priesthood of Ben Crosby, to be held 
Saturday, February 26th at 10:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Parish in Malden, Massachusetts. It will be 
livestreamed at tinyurl.com/stpaulsparishyoutube.  

Links to this all our meetings and services can be found at https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/events-
calendar/ Here are some events you can attend for prayer, fellowship and study: 

Two reading groups 

! Club de lecture francophone : Next meeting January15, 16 h 30. They will be discussing ¨L'aîné 
des orphelins¨by Tierno Monénembo. 

!  
! English Book Group will meet January 23, not to discuss a book this time, but a set of plays by 

Rich Orloff which will be performed by Dramatis Personae, Thursday to Sunday this week on 
zoom. Ann Elbourne is participating in the production. You can contact her to get a ticket or go 
to https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/cathedral-reading-group/ 

Morning Prayer and fellowship, Monday at 9:15 

Brown Bag Bible Study, Monday at noon, led by Deborah. We read together and discuss bible 
passages suggested each week in Brian McLaren’s book, We Make the Road by Walking. It is not essential 
to own the book, but it does provide short, interesting reflections on the theme of the readings, so, if 
requested, Jane or I will send you a scan of the relevant chapter each week. We have animated 
discussions; if you’re free, or on your lunch break, do join us. The readings this week are Daniel 7: 9-28, 
Isaiah 40: 9-11, Luke 1: 67-79, and, for those who have the book, chapter 14. 

Adventures in Travel, Friday at 1:30, alternate weeks. Join Jane on January 21 for part 2 of her visit to 
Northern Italy. Expect some spectacular photos. 

Janet King, president of the Social Service Society, is collecting money for 100 pairs of socks to be 
distributed at the end of the month lunch on January 30th. Any money not used this year will be kept for 
next year. If you want to contribute, please make a cheque out to Christ Church Cathedral marking it 
for the Social Service Society, and call or email Janet the details. You can also deliver sports socks to the 
Cathedral to be stored by Head Verger, John Cavacece. Woolen socks retain warmth even when wet. 

You might like to use this prayer during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, taken from 
https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2022-wpcu-resources 



Lord God, illumine our path by the light of Christ who moves before us and leads us. Enlighten us and 
dwell within us. Guide us to discover a small manger in our hearts where a great light still sleeps. 
Creator of light, we thank you for the gift of that unfading Star, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. May 
he be a beacon for our pilgrimage. Heal our divisions and draw us closer to the Light that we may find 
our unity in him. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This striking photo of the Cathedral 
at night was taken by Jane Aitkens. 
Once the scaffolding is gone the 
renovated spire will be well 
illuminated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send me your thoughts and your photos for inclusion in the newsletter. It would be great to 
receive some original art or poetry, especially from children. How are you all managing in these difficult 
times? What is making you happy? 

Thank you to Deborah and Bertrand for publishing the letter and to Marie Claire for editing the French 
version 

Ann Elbourne, January 14, 2022 


