
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral 

 

Thursday was Ascension Day. Did you know that the 

foundation stone of the Cathedral was laid on Ascension 

Day in 1857, which was May 21 that year? An impressive 

procession led by the band of the 39th Regiment 

accompanied by Bishop Fulford, Dean Bethune, diocesan 

clergy and the children from four Sunday Schools gathered 

in Phillips Square at one o’clock in the afternoon and then 

marched to the building site in some fields. The foundation 

stone is in the base of the tower and contains coins and 

papers and a woodcut of the spectacular fire which 

destroyed the previous church. The building was completed 

in less than three years. I think the picture reproduced here, 

dated 1859, and looking down on the city from Mount 

Royal, showing both McGill and the Cathedral, was probably 

taken just before the new Cathedral’s first service in 

November. You can see scaffolding round the spire. You 

can also see the almost completed Victoria Bridge in the 

distance. 

 

 

One hundred and sixty-two years later our building is gradually emerging from the closure caused by the 

COVID pandemic, and our clergy and liturgical team are continuing to plan a new kind of worship while looking 

forward to a time when we will be fully open. Deborah has some requests for help. She wrote: 

 

Are you called to help with our liturgy?  
As we live into our mixed-mode worship, we need some volunteers: 

 

1) We would like to start having a crucifer again (that means, someone 

to carry the cross in procession). However, many of those who used 

to do it have been scattered to other cities by the pandemic. If you 

might be willing to be trained, and to serve once a month or so, 

please contact deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca. You’d need to 

come to church about fifteen minutes early on your assigned Sundays, 

and — you’d get to work with George Deare! 

 

2) One of the key supports for our online worship is the sharing of the 

bulletin on the screen. This is remarkably easy, and can be done 

entirely from home, but we could use a few more folks to do it. 

Training will be provided. To learn more, 

contact deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca. 

 

 

 
Cross and candle-bearers at 

Bertrand’s induction as Dean 

 

 

 

These days the cantor and the preacher as well as lectors, if they are in the 

building, use the microphone at the lectern, so those of us on line have probably 

become more aware of the Canterbury cross behind the Eagle. The cross is a 

copy of two medieval brooches found during construction excavations in 

Canterbury. In the 1930s the Church of England adopted it as a symbol 

representing the Anglican Communion. Canterbury crosses, made with pieces of 

stone from Canterbury, were sent to all the 92 world-wide Anglican cathedrals 

as a visible symbol of the communion with Canterbury. Whenever a new 

Cathedral is consecrated, it receives a Canterbury cross with an inscription like 

this one. 

                   

 

 
 

Our cross behind the lectern 

 

 

 

 

When you look at the cross on Sunday you can remember  

also the pilgrims of the middle ages who wore the 

Canterbury cross as a badge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still thinking about liturgies and crosses, one of the talks about spiritual practice we heard during Lent was 

about using Anglican prayer beads. I liked the idea so much I bought a set of beads made by Palestinian 

Christian craftsmen using local olive wood. Part of their profits are donated to support Arab Christian families 

and projects which contribute to keeping the peace in the Middle East. I bought my beads on Etsy 

https://www.etsy.com/ca/market/anglican_prayer_bead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Anglican beads photographed with pebbles I collected  

from the Sea of Galilee. 
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Reminders  

 
See our website page for information and links https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/events-calendar/   

 

Forum, Tuesday May 18 at 5 pm. All Cathedral members are invited to attend, to hear updates and give their 

input about matters which concern us all. To attend the meeting click here: Zoom link 

 

Book Discussion Mondays, May 17 and 24, continuing the discussion begun May 3 about Journey Inward, 

Journey Outward 

 

Cathedral Reading Group May 30 at 7 pm, discussing Butter Honey Pig Bread by Francesca Ekwuyasi. Contact 

Jane to get the zoom link. All book lovers welcome, even if you haven’t yet read this book! 

 

A note from your Treasurer (Jane Aitkens):  If you are beginning to look ahead and make summer plans, 

why not take this opportunity (if you haven't already done it) to "automate" your giving to the Cathedral.  

You can set up a monthly gift by clicking on this link: SimplyK.   

There's no cost to the Cathedral, and there's room on the form to control how much in fees you wish to pay 

SimplyK - as little as zero, but a modest amount would be fair to help them to be able to keep offering this 

great service to the Cathedral!  

 

Fair Trade Lisa and Joseph will deliver all kinds of fair Trade goodies to your door. 

They have a special shipment of Peace by Chocolate which they’re promoting. The 

labels have peace slogans and words for peace in other languages. 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the full stock list click here: Fairtrade stock 

To place a fair trade order to your doorstep, please contact fairtrade@montrealcathedral.ca so Lisa or Joseph 

can arrange for a delivery. 

 

 

Each week 
 

✓ Morning Prayer and Fellowship Monday 9:15 am. To attend click here: zoom link 

✓ Prière du soir avec discussion biblique informelle (en français) Mardi 19h.  

To attend click here: zoom link 

✓ In Person Eucharist Wednesday and Friday at 12:15. No registration required. 

✓ Travel Talk – memories and pictures of interesting places we used to visit.   

 Thursday 2 :30 pm. To see the list of travel destinations, go to our website: 
 https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/event/tea-and-conversation  

 To attend the meeting click here: zoom link.  
➢ Contemplative Prayer on the second Tuesday of the month, 6pm. 

 

 

A special invitation May 23, 11:45am 
 

 

 

 

Our guest speaker after the 10:30 service will be the Rev. Christopher 

Carlisle, an Episcopal priest who has spent the last ten years as a street 

priest in Massachusetts. He will tell us about his new book For Theirs is 

the Kingdom which is set in Montreal. Chris Carlisle draws on his 

experience of Montreal, his connection to the Cathedral through his 

grandfather and his experience as a street worker to create an intriguing 

and challenging novel. To attend, click here: Zoom link  

 

According to Google Books “Ben Cabot, a millennial Boston lawyer in the 

midst of a personal crisis, is deployed to Montreal for eighteen months, where 

he chances on the Bishop of the Anglican Church. Mired in a multimillion-dollar 

project to build a metro stop and shopping mall underneath the cathedral, the 

Bishop asks Cabot to review his legal rights to stop a plan he adamantly 

opposes. Unwittingly drawn into the world of the church, Cabot asks the Bishop 

about an outdoor community he has seen after dark in the streets of Old 

Montreal….” 

 

 

A comment from Barry Moser "In his Gospel, Luke tells us that during the visitation, Mary tells Elizabeth that God 

'has filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent away hungry' (1:53). This, it seems to me is, at the 

heart of Chris Carlisle's novel. Beautifully written and engaging, it tells a story of unadorned Christianity. Jeans, not 

collars. Feeding the poor. Housing the homeless. Christianity on the streets, in the manner of Jesus."  

 

 

 

This letter has included ruminations about crosses and 

the cathedral building. Here is another lovely picture of 

the newly built cathedral with it’s brave cross reaching 

up to heaven from the top of the spire. With hindsight, 

alas, we can imagine the stone spire already beginning to 

sink. Perhaps, however, we can imagine the cross and 

spire once more facing the city untrammeled by 

scaffolding.  

 

Let’s offer our prayers, our skills and – yes – our money 

to make this dream a reality.  

Donation link, click here: Spire 

 

 

 

Eternal and generous God, 

You have given us Christ Church Cathedral  

as a powerful symbol of your presence in Montreal, 

a gathering place for Anglicans in our diocese,  

and a place of ministry and mission in the heart of the 

city.  Continue to bless our restoration project, our 

architects, consultants and all charged with the intricate 

and arduous labour involved.  

 

We pray for the fundraising team and all those who 

have supported us so far.   

 

Renew our vision, creative energy, and generosity,  

that we may together bring this project to completion, 

and glorify your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

to whom our cathedral is dedicated. Amen. 

 

 

Ann Elbourne,  

with thanks to Elizabeth and Marie-Claire for their skillful help 

and to Deborah for her contribution. 

May 14, 2021 
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