
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cathedral’s Crêche 
 

Mary and Joseph are travelling towards the stable where a shepherd watches his flock 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral 

 

This will be the last newsletter until January 8, so we hope you have a happy and peaceful Christmas and a 

hopeful New Year. 

 

Cathedral services and activities have been comforting during the past months and hopefully will contribute to 

the happiness of a different kind of Christmas season. If you need some consolation and are feeling blue, I 

suggest you read the bulletin for last Wednesday’s Blue Christmas service which has some beautiful readings 

and prayers https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/2020/12/16-december-6pm-blue-christmas-service/ The opening 

collect prays for strength for today, courage for tomorrow and peace for the past asking these things in the 

name of Christ, who shares our life in joy and sorrow. 

 

This evening, for the first time ever, you can join congregations 

across Canada in a service of lessons and carols presented by 

singers from the choirs of 14 Canadian cathedrals, including ours. 

They will be singing a piece written by our Director of Music, 

Jonathan White. The service is tonight at 8pm. You can find access 

details for YouTube and Facebook at 

https://www.anglican.ca/lessonsandcarols. You can also read or 

download the bulletin using the same link. 

  

 

Remembering our choir when it used to sing in the church 

 

Here is a reminder of our own Christmas services. If you want to attend in person you must register. Email 

ann.elbourne@montrealcathedral.ca to get the registration link, or look on the website: 

https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/in-person-eucharist-services-at-the-cathedral/  

 

On Christmas Eve there will be a French celebration at 8 pm, an English celebration at 10 pm 

and a bilingual service Christmas morning at 10:30 am. 

All the services will be streamed into your home by zoom and you can find the bulletins on the web site 

www.montrealcathedral.ca as well as information about the services and, (under Latest News), Daily Bread,  

a series of reflections on the season. Due to our recent experience of zoom bombing the Christmas services 

will be a little different. In order to increase security we will be using a different Zoom format. According to 

Deborah and Bertrand “Worshippers will connect as usual, but you will not be able to see one another’s faces 

— only the faces of those who are leading the service. At the conclusion of the Eucharist, we will provide links 

for members who wish to socialize and share Christmas greetings, just as we do after worship on Sundays.”  

I imagine most of us will want to take this chance to greet each other. 

 

The Most Reverend Linda Nicholls, our Primate, 

writes “I invite every parish with a bell, and every 

parishioner with a bell at home, to ring out our 

joy at 12 noon (in your applicable time zone) on 

Christmas Day. Let’s share with the world that 

despite all the restrictions and losses we are 

facing, Christ is born and hope is renewed.” 

Because of the repairs to the spire we don’t have a 

church bell we can ring, but at home we could all ring 

a bell or gently tap a glass with a spoon to join our 

fellow Anglicans. I’m guessing that we might still be 

socialising at noon after our 10:30 service, so let’s be prepared to let loose a tinkling, clanging, cacophony.  

You can read Linda’s complete Christmas message Primate calls on Anglicans to ring bells at Christmas - The 

Anglican Church of Canada 

 

 

Here’s another opportunity to make a joyful sound - if you’re comfortable joining a group 

outside in public : On Sunday, December 20th at 11:30 a.m., we invite you to gather 

on the Cathedral steps, masked and distanced, to sing some Christmas 

Carols together. If we are really lucky, there may even be hot chocolate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve is also Catherine Riley’s 100th birthday.  

We join the Queen and the Prime Minister of Canada in wishing 

her a very happy birthday. There will be a celebration on zoom at 

6pm on December 23, the eve of her special day.  

If you would like to join this joyful get-together, please email 

ann.elbourne@montrealcathedral.ca to get the zoom link. 

Catherine’s son, James, has been contacting many of her friends 

and relatives so that they can be invited to be with her. He sent 

this photograph of himself with his mother. 
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A sadder occasion will be the service at 10:30 on January 3, when we say goodbye to Jean Daniel who 

has worked with humour, creativity and energy to minister to children, students and young adults in our 

community. He will continue as chaplain at McGill, but will be spending more time on his doctoral studies. If 

you’d like to contribute to a leaving gift please send a donation in the usual manner, being sure to mark it for 

Jean Daniel’s gift. 

 

Elizabeth, our bookkeeper reminded us last week that in order to receive a tax receipt for 2020, donations 

must reach the office by December 31.  You will also have received a letter from the wardens asking people to 

consider making a pledge for 2021. It is an enormous help to the treasurer to know roughly how much 

money to expect from parishioners. I find PAR is a perfect way to give because the donation is withdrawn from 

my bank each month and I don’t have to rely on my imperfect memory. I know our bookkeeper also 

appreciates etransfers, because they are a great time-saver and have no service fees, but need I say, any form of 

giving is most welcome.  You can send your pledge to the treasurer by using this confidential link: 

https://cccmtl.breezechms.com/form/pledge2021.  

 

Parishioners Ben and Erica are going through a tough time at the moment and would appreciate our 

prayers. The building in which they have an apartment has been declared unsafe, so at very short notice they 

had to pack up infant Charlie plus a very new kitten and move into temporary accommodation without most of 

their belongings. They are now looking for a new apartment and would welcome any leads. 

 

 

 

Are you looking for a last-minute gift? Lisa has a suggestion – Medjoul dates from 

Palestine, grown, harvested and packed up by workers in Area C of the Jordan 

Valley. One luxurious box of 900 grams (nearly 1 kilogram) costs $21 and makes 

a perfect gift.  Lisa or Joseph will deliver to your doorstep, together with any other 

essentials you wish to order from the Cathedral fair trade kiosk.  

 

See the stock list  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RMenh5mth8204T6DQmq5lAPzUN38SiatEn4iXwMb69c/edit#gid=0 

and place an order by emailing fairtrade@montrealcathedral.ca 

 

 

 

A member of ESJAG has sent us this poem meditating on the turn of the year when nights seem very long and 

winter can behave in strange ways  

 

Solstice 

 

In the soft, slant rays 

of December sun, 

in its late, rosy rising 

and in the quiet sunrise radiance 

that lasts the whole short day, 

we can see for ourselves 

how dangerously the spinning earth 

has tilted from the sun. 

 

We can sense for ourselves 

the delicate balance, 

the perfect poise 

with which, at the last possible moment, 

the ponderous globe begins to right herself 

and, after the longest endurable night, 

gently relents, 

leans towards the light. 

In the air’s strange mildness, 

in the ground’s bareness, 

in the flowering of branches 

which should be hung with snow, 

we can see for ourselves 

how dangerously the seasons 

have wandered from their course. 

 

We can sense for ourselves 

a delicate balance 

lost. 

And yet, we, too, 

at this last possible moment  

might still turn back, 

still find a way 

to let our planet breathe again 

and blossom in her seasons. 

  

And, should we choose 

to turn again, 

with what sweet hope the earth 

might welcome winter’s turning 

and the new year’s holy birth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph, Mary and Jesus, in primitive artwork from Guatemala depicting a 

loving Holy Family. We rejoice in the message of Christmas, that we too 

are loved and embraced by Christ. Let us share that love and joy with 

each other this strangely isolated Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace be with us all 
 

 

Ann Elbourne  

 

with thanks to Elizabeth and our contributors 

December 18, 2020 
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