
Welcome    
 
 
 
We are a diverse, inclusive and welcoming community 
following Christ and seeking social justice in contemplation, compassion and celebration.  
 
EVENING PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
 
INTRODUCTORY PRAYERS 
 
Minister Light and peace in Jesus Christ our hope. 
 
 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Minister Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 
 creator of light and darkness, 
 to you be glory and praise for ever. 
 As evening falls, you renew your promise 
 to reveal among us the light of your presence.  
        May your word be a lantern to our feet and a light upon our path 
        so that we may behold your coming among us.  
        Strengthen us in our stumbling weakness 
        and free our tongues to sing your praise. 
 
 
All Amen. 
 
 
Followed by 
 

O GRACIOUS LIGHT Phos hilaron 
 
Minister O gracious light, 
All pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
 O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  
 
 Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
 and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
 we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
 You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
 O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
 and to be glorified through all the worlds. 



THE PSALM 
 
At the end of the psalm, 
 
Minister Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 
All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Or 
 
Minister Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING 
 
The first reading is followed by one of these responsories or canticles 
 
Responsory 1 (adapted from Philip Newell) 
 
Minister Renew me this night in the image of your love 
All renew me in the likeness of your mercy, O Lord. 
 
Minister May any refusal to forgive 

that lingers with me from the day 
any bitterness of soul 
that hardens my heart 
be softened by the graces of the night. 

All renew me in the likeness of your mercy, O Lord. 
 
Minister Renew me in the image of your love, O God, 
All renew me in the likeness of your mercy, O Lord. 
 
Or 
 
Responsory 2 
 
Minister Fear not, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name; you are mine. 
All Fear not, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name;  
 you are mine. 
 
Minister When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.  
 When you walk through fire, you shall not be burned.  
All Fear not, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name;  
 you are mine. 
 
Minister You are precious in my sight and I love you. Do not fear, for I am with you. 
All Fear not, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name;  
 you are mine.  



THE SECOND READING 
 
Participants are invited to share thoughts on the Gospel reading. 
 
BENEDICTUS 
 
THE SONG OF MARY (prayed in unison) 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in you, O God my Savior, * 
   for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant.  
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
   you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, 
   and holy is your name. 
You have mercy on those who fear you * 
   from generation to generation. 
You have shown strength with your arm *  
   and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
Casting down the mighty from their thrones * 
   and lifting up the lowly. 
You have filled the hungry with good things *  
   and sent the rich away empty. 
You have come to the help of your servant Israel, *  
   for you have remembered your promise of mercy, 
The promise made to our forebears, *  
   to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
     The people are invited to name the concerns of their heart  
     
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
ADVENT 1 

God of justice and peace, from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness, so that 
all on earth may stand in awe and wonder before your marvelous deeds. Raise our 
heads in expectation, so that we may yearn for the coming of your Christ and stand 
without blame before him, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
ADVENT 2 

God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation. Make us ready for the 
message that prepares the way, so that with uprightness of heart and holy joy we may 
eagerly await the coming your Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now 
and for ever. Amen.  

 



ADVENT 3 
Merciful God, your word, spoken by the prophets, restores your people’s life and 
hope. Fill our hearts with the joy of your saving grace, so that we may hold fast to your 
great goodness and in our lives proclaim your justice in all the world, through your 
Christ who comes among us. Amen.  

 
ADVENT 4 

O God of Elizabeth and Mary, you visited your servants with news of the world’s 
redemption in the coming of the Saviour. Make our hearts leap with joy and fill our 
mouths with songs of praise, so that we may announce glad tidings of peace and 
welcome the Christ in our midst. Amen.  

 
AND 
 
O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labour and 
the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past and humbly ask 
for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; 
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Or 
 
Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us with the whole creation to your 
glory, hidden through past ages and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Minister Awaiting God’s coming in glory and  gathering our prayers and praises into one,  
           let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING PRAYER 
 
All Lord,  

it is night. 
 



The night is for stillness.  
Let us be still in the presence of God. 
 
It is night after a long day.  
What has been done has been done;  
what has not been done has not been done;  
let it be. 
 
The night is dark.  
Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives  
rest in you.  
 
The night is quiet.  
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us,  
all dear to us,  
and all who have no peace. 
 
The night heralds the dawn.  
Let us look expectantly to a new day,  
new joys,  
new possibilities. 
In your name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
Minister Let us bless the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Minister May God, who has called us out of darkness into the marvelous light of Christ,  
 bless us and fill us with peace.  
All Amen. 
 
 
Sources: Pray Without Ceasing; Common Worship: Daily Prayer; The Book of Alternative Services; Enriching Our 
Worship; A New Zealand Prayer Book; The Book of Common Prayer (1979); Celtic Benediction (Philip Newell). 
 
 

 


