
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

 

Here we are again, still standing strong in spite of all the challenges we have been facing.  

The Cathedral recently reopened its doors and has been receiving an average of 50 visitors a day,  

all abiding by the strict protocols being enforced. Naturally, we’ve all been wondering what changes  

lie ahead. Here’s an important update from Deborah about plans to resume modified worship in the 

Cathedral building  

 
Thank you to all who took time to complete our survey about re-opening the Cathedral building for in-

person worship. As most of you are aware, the Diocese has indicated that churches may open for in-

person worship beginning on September 6th. At the Cathedral, we chose to delay that re-opening so 

that our Dean could be with us on that date.  At this point, we are working toward a “soft” re-opening 

on Sunday, September 20th, with a simple bilingual in-person service of Morning Prayer (at a time to 

be announced) added to our on-line worship offerings. This plan is very much an interim measure; it 

will allow us to welcome some of our parishioners for in-person worship while the Dean and staff work 

to develop a way to integrate the worship experiences of the in-person and online members of our 

congregation. As with everything related to Covid, our plans will be subject to revision as demanded by 

the overall situation in Montreal. Detailed information about that service, together with safety protocols 

for in-person worship, will be released by the Cathedral closer to the 20th.  

 

We are of course missing our Dean, Bertrand, but very happy that he is gradually recovering from his 

nasty injuries following the bike accident caused by the horrible state of our roads. He sends us this 

message 

 

Dear Friends 

  

The privilege of being a member of a community such as Christ Church Cathedral is the wave of 

prayer with which we can be enfolded when needed.  I am writing to thank you all for your continued 

prayers for me as I slowly recover from both accident and surgery.  Most of my bruises have subsided, 

the surgeon was extremely pleased when the plaster cast on my arm was removed, and now is left the 

long and arduous work of physiotherapy in order to recover as much movement from my arm as 

before.  There again, your prayers are helping, and I feel I am making good progress, though I 

continue to experience moments of extreme tiredness, aftershock and some pain and discomfort. I 

want to acknowledge and thank the clergy team, members of corporation and episcope and all other 

volunteers who stepped up to fill the temporary void, and I shall look forward to being back with you in 

the course of September.  In thankfulness to God for all of you, and with much love and prayers.   

 

Bertrand 
 

A cancellation 

 

Corporation and the people who have been trying to organise the cathedral’s participation in 

Journées de la culture have decided that we are facing too many difficulties creating a digital 

programme in time to meet the deadlines, so we have cancelled our registration, while emphasising 

our support of the city-wide programme and our intention to take part in the future. The ideas 

generated at the planning stage won’t go to waste. We’re hoping people will go forward at their own 

pace to create presentations to be included in our web site.  

 

News about people 

 

Last Sunday Deborah blessed Steve and Amanda on the eve of their departure for Los Angeles. 

They made many contributions to the life of the community, so we’ll miss them greatly, but wish them 

well in their new adventure. 

 

We’re very proud of the young theological students among our parishioners. Joel, Tania and Tyson 

were all ordained in the past three years and are now serving in the diocese. Jeffrey was ordained in 

Whitehorse this month and is now the curate in St Paul’s Church, Dawson City. He, Natasha and 

their cat Buddy seem to be enjoying their new – and very beautiful surroundings. Natasha sent us 

these photographs of the church. If you look carefully you will see the green BAS and blue hymn 

books in the pews and the green altar frontals, outward signs of the unity of the Anglian church. 

What’s different is the large pile of firewood for stoking the stove! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ben Stuchbery has been placed at St. George's Place du Canada under the supervision of Karen 

Egan. Classes at Dio start September 2nd.  

As you all know, Ben and Erica are the proud parents of baby Charlie. Sarah and Tyson, Charlie’s 

godparents have asked me to remind you of a request made in the last letter before the holiday break. 

 

Since Charles cannot be baptized yet, we are organizing a pre-baptism box and/or scrapbook to 

welcome him to the Christian community. We would love submissions such as letters, arts, or cards 

from the Cathedral community to welcome our smallest member. 

 

Please contact Ann for Sarah’s address (ann.elbourne@montrealcathedral.ca) 

 

Freesia who has been very active in both the French and English communities will be joining the 

Church of the Epiphany in Verdun, with Rev Amy Hamilton, as an in-ministry student in the Fall.  

An anonymous parishioner sent these flowers 

 

 

Fresia,  

in gratitude for her loving service at the 

cathedral, and with prayers and best wishes as she 

begins her placement at the Church of the 

Epiphany, in Verdun. 
 

 

She hopes to stay connected through the newly formed French book club which reads a book each 

month and meets by zoom. Voici leur choix pour la prochaine session du 19 septembre: 

Fontaine, Naomi Manikanetish 
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The English book club has found that it’s so easy to attend a book club meeting on zoom that its 

numbers are increasing. Mary Eileen joins us from Washington for a much-needed break from politics. 
Our next meeting is September 13 to chat about Girl, Woman Other by Bernadine Evaristo. Jane 

provides the zoom link. 

 

Book lovers in the Cathedral Community include Adrian and Donna who own the Word bookstore 

and who cheered many of us with book deliveries when we were quarantined.  

They too have a new fall list:  

https://mailchi.mp/c8b2704a2805/psssstget-a-sneak-peek-at-our-new-arrivals?e=be0840a47d  

 

Adrian says that they have just received new batches of How to be an Antiracist, Policing Black Lives, 

and White Fragility! 

All of the profits from the sale of these books will be donated to The Center for Research-

Action on Race Relations (CRARR, a Montreal-based independent, non-profit civil rights 

organization that was founded in 1983 with the mandate to promote racial equality and combat 

racism in Canada.  

 

 

 

Beth Adams, too, loves books. She owns a small literary press, 

Phoenicia Publishing, which publishes some beautiful books, including 

the recent memoirs of Michael Pitts. Do take a look at her most recent 

video newsletter https://vimeo.com/449797557 One of the poets she 

publishes, Luisa Igloria has recently been named Poet Laureate of Virginia. 

In celebration Phoenicia is offering her books at special prices.  

 

 

 

 

Here is one of Luisa’s poems from the collection The Buddha wonders if 

she is having a mid-life crisis 

 

Five Worry Beads 
 

This is for the whites of eggs I failed to coax 

to airiness so they puddled at the bottom of the bowl. 

 

This is for the ring of silver I was given 

but lost one day in a shower stall at the gym 

 

This is for the gate I thoughtlessly let swing, that hit 

the child traipsing behind full on the forehead 

 

This is for the years that stretched like doors 

in a dream hallway, so you couldn’t hear my voice 

 

This is for the compass rose that turned and the weather 

vane that tilted when I opened my arms to embrace the wind 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freesia sent this lovely snapshot of a small group 

celebrating Masa’s birthday in the square behind 

the cathedral. Happy belated birthday wishes, Masa! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A reminder – You can continue to donate flowers in memory of a loved one, or in thanksgiving for 

something special by sending details to Vera Burt and Rob Wells or to Ann Elbourne. Your dedication 

will be included in the newsletter along with a picture of flowers, or a photograph of the person you 

are remembering.  Please mark your donation to the Cathedral FOR THE FLOWER FUND.  

The treasurer and bookkeeper are grateful for your support in these difficult financial times. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Elizabeth, back in the office after a vacation. 

She is currently working from her holiday home on PEI. 

 

 

Finally, our prayers go out to all involved in the return 

to school - students, teachers, administrators, bus 

drivers and support staff – may it be a happy and 

exciting event as students begin classes again after the 

long break. We pray too for anxious parents and for 

families home schooling their children.  

 

Lord, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your 

name. Do not forsake us O Lord our God.  

                                                (Jeremiah 14) 

 

 

 

 

A message from Jean Daniel 
 

This Sunday, August 30th at 10 am we are doing a blessing of the backpacks. 

via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88527432149 

 

Students and teachers, from preschool through grad school, we invite you for a time of blessing for 

your backpacks and for you for this very unique back-to-school time. 

There will be more information next week about the outreach to children, students and young adults 

 

 

 

Ann Elbourne  

August 28, 2020 
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