
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral,  

 

Last Sunday’s service left us with much to think about. If you missed Deborah’s impassioned sermon 

“The Wounds of Christ” you can find it on the Cathedral’s Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=287449255744052 

 

At the end of the service, we welcomed Quebec author Louise Penny as the speaker at the first session of the 

Cathedral’s Online Literary Festival. She told us that she began her series of detective novels set in the Eastern 

Townships immediately after the catastrophe of 911. She created her setting, the hidden village of Three Pines, 

as a place of emotional and spiritual safety filled with characters she could identify as friends. As a journalist 

Penny covered police corruption, and her main character, Inspector Gamache, also faces greed, corruption and 

betrayal. Some important themes in the books are loyalty, friendship and courage; particularly the courage to 

be kind and to stand up for what is right. These are messages we need to hear right now. 

 

This coming Sunday at 11:45 am, we will meet Montreal poet Darren Bifford . His poetry collections include 

Wedding in Fire Country (2012) and, more recently, False Spring (2018). He's also the editor, with Warren Heiti, 

of Chamber Music: the poetry of Jan Zwicky (2015). 

 

There are ongoing discussions about how we can support the call for justice and an end to racism and several 

parishioners have joined the protest marches in Montreal. I asked Amanda for thoughts about her experience 

last Sunday and this is what she replied: 

 

Steve and I were present at the march for about two hours, starting near Place Emilie Gamelin and following 

the route until breaking off at Sherbrooke / Du Parc. It was a peaceful protest, we in our segment proclaiming 

out “Black Lives Matter!”, “No Justice, No Peace!” and occasionally, “Defund the Police!”. It was notable to me 

that except for around the starting place, there were almost no visible uniformed police, the exception being the 

presence of a helicopter. There were in the crowd, however, several fellow comrades carrying backpacks, 

identified as medics, and others carrying coolers filled with water bottles, snacks and masks available to whoever 

might need them. I thought that was beautiful. To be honest, the lack of police presence after the reports of 

police violence the weeks before, both here in Montreal and abroad, at some moments made this protest feel 

“anti-climactic” with lack of “friction," but that in itself reminded me how simple the work of justice often is. 

While I agree with the notion of a Holy outrage manifest in friction and disruption, it is equally manifest and 

indeed necessary in the act of showing up, being present, raising your voice, serving and receiving the hospitality 

of your fellow human after the visible waves have settled.  

 

Some parishioners are planning to participate in a march this Sunday at 5 pm: Black Trans Gay Lives Matter 

https://m.facebook.com/blackindigenousharmredux/#!/events/252129862870807 

 

The preacher at the 8 am and 10:30 am services this Sunday will be our Director of Music, Dr Jonathan White.  

Jonathan has been a great support to the community during the pandemic. Apart from preparing music for our 

services he often leads the midday prayers, writes blogs for the Daily Bread series on the web site, and hosts a 

Friday morning chat room. He and Nick Capozzoli have been busying creating new online content on the 

“Music at Christ Church Cathedral Montreal” Facebook page. Nick asks “For those with Facebook, please like 

our page to see regular videos and posts. Jonathan is leading a psalm singing series and will post a few psalms a 

week for us to sing at home. Nick has launched an educational series about the history of sacred music - not a 

chronological crash course, but a survey of select topics that will interest people of all musical levels.” 

 

The Facebook link to the Cathedral’s music page is https://www.facebook.com/watch/cccmtlmusic/  

 

For those without Facebook, Nick has  created a Youtube playlist that will contain the videos in this series: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhPeq1EVdkk&list=PL6l_c7GtcFuVJO7fQXtvBCCRcK01FgNKh 

 

 

 

 

 

The Facebook page also has recordings of 

Vespers along with Nick’s commentary about the 

music to be heard in the service, and also videos 

of choir members in confinement singing anthems 

which Jonathan stitches together into a moving 

performance to be heard at one of our services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please read this update about a family we have been supporting and see if you can respond to the 

urgent appeal for help below. Janet writes: 

 

Father Tapiwa and his family arrived as refugees from Zimbabwe in late December 2019. He now has a 

full-time job with the Diocese, Jean had a job but left because of COVID-19: she is now looking for a 

job as a personal support worker; the two boys will be in kindergarten and day care in September, 

Natalie enjoyed a few months in Grade 10 en français and looks forward to going back to school.  

But they are about to move, from a sublet furnished basement apartment to a rented house in Ste. 

Genevieve, and need help. 

 

Thanks to Natasha and Jeffrey, who cannot move too much across the country, when they leave for 

the Yukon on June 24, there may be appliances and bookshelves to be moved across town on June 22. 

We have an offer of a vacuum cleaner. But they will be looking for beds, chairs, tables, kitchen utensils, 

children's outdoor toys, etc.  Please send offers to Janet King asap.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=287449255744052
https://m.facebook.com/blackindigenousharmredux/#!/events/252129862870807
https://www.facebook.com/watch/cccmtlmusic/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhPeq1EVdkk&list=PL6l_c7GtcFuVJO7fQXtvBCCRcK01FgNKh


 

Four reminders 

Forum will meet at 5 pm this coming Tuesday, May 16. There is no formal agenda at the moment,  

so it will be a time to catch up on news and perhaps an opportunity to think about the future. 

 

The Cathedral’s book group is reading  

Casual Vacancy by JK Rowling,  

to be discussed by zoom on June 28. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa and Joseph invite you to view the Fair Trade inventory 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RMenh5mth8204T6DQmq5lAPzUN38SiatEn4iXwMb69c/edit?usp=sha

ringand contact them if you would like to make a purchase which will be delivered to your 

house  fairtrade@montrealcathedral.ca 

 

 

 

As we reported last week, former Dean Michael Pitts has written  

a book, 50 Years of Ministry, containing a memoir of his life, a number  

of essays and sermons written since retirement, and a foreword  

by John Simons. Beth and Jonathan have designed and edited the book;  

it’s available now for pre-order at Phoenicia Publishing and will be published 

 in July. 

http://www.phoeniciapublishing.com/50yearsministry.html 

 

As part of our on-going series Creative Cathedral, Tor Haines has sent us a poem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To conclude this week’s newsletter, here’s a happy picture of Jonathan’s 

cat, Charlie. The photograph was taken by Elizabeth who is both an 

expert photographer and the person who puts the finishing touches to 

the letter every week, making it look much prettier and more 

professional than my original version.  

 

An enormous thank you Elizabeth. Also, a huge shout out to 

Raymonde Proulx who translates the English letter into French every 

week. I particularly admire her translations of poems.  

 

Heartfelt thanks go to the people who contribute. Please keep sending 

poems, pictures, reflections and news. They keep us connected and 

cheerful. 
 

 

 

Ann Elbourne 

June 12, 2020 

Chaos Cheap  

Covids a plenty; a penny a piece  

At the end, you’ll hear the sound of two hands  

not clapping—the lego of letting go,  

the cornerstone of scandal.  

Don’t think you’re not thinking about it.  

Best not to believe you’re a believer.  

Don’t get any ideas you haven’t the slightest idea.  

Don’t feel sorry about forgiving yourself.  

Pity yourself for self-pity you’re so full of.  

Have compassion for yourself.  

Try not being perfect.  

How can we have someone else to love when we’re perfect?  

Feel self love with no point of view on the middle way  

to call your own. How could we not love the absent one  

when love keeps coming from a distance?  

---------  

Still, the trailer. Do we have faith in the cosmic  

correlative to our cloud of unknowing—  

to have faith in that cosmic other  

of our being who we really are?  

The cosmos will not be capricious nor is it chaos,  

not even the old chaosmos of tohu vebohu,  

should even James reachoice into the freedom of it.  
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