
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral,  

 

Here are two pieces of exciting news about the services on Sunday. First, The Most Rev’d Linda 

Nicholls, who was installed as Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada last July, will be preaching at 

the 9 am and 10:30 am services this Sunday. You can read a short biography outlining her very 

interesting career which includes five years as a math and music teacher before she began the path to 

ordination. The biographical note ends: “Linda delights in opportunities to exercise her gifts as a 

teacher in leading retreats and conferences. Choral singing, wilderness canoeing and walking fill her 

recreation time along with her duties as staff to a cat.” https://www.anglican.ca/primate/bio/ 

 

The second piece of news is that our choir will be with us – virtually - for a small part of the 10:30 am 

service. Jonathan, our dauntless Director of Music, has created an on-line choir singing Sicut cervus, a 

motet by Palestrina, - Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks: so longeth my soul after thee, O God. 

Fortunately, most members of the choir had the technology allowing them to participate. Each was 

sent a sing-along sound track to listen to while they individually recorded their own voice, before 

sending the recording back to Jonathan, who mixed the voices to create a choir singing the anthem 

we will hear on Sunday.  It's Anglican karaoke! quipped Anon. 

 

This week many of us will be remembering Patrick Wedd, our much loved former director of 

music, who died on May 19 last year. His husband Rob has sent us the following information about a 

live-streamed ‘Meditation of Music and Words’ played by Donald Hunt, organ, with reflections by The 

Very Reverend Michael J. Pitts, The Reverend Canon Herbert O'Driscoll and The Reverend Karen 

Egan. 

 
Tune in live on May 21, 8 – 9 pm EDT, to hear Messiaen's own organ transcription (1933-

1934) of his orchestral masterpiece "l'Ascension," played by Donald Hunt, Director of Music at 

Christ Church Cathedral, Victoria, to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Patrick Wedd 

(January 4, 1948 - May 19, 2019), pre-eminent Canadian church musician. 

 

This meditation of music and words marks both the Feast of the Ascension as well as the one-

year anniversary of Patrick Wedd's death. Hunt is a former student of Wedd and the short 

reflections will be offered by clergy who knew him well throughout his impressive career. 

Admission by donation. Suggested donation to the Patrick Wedd Music Fund at Christ 

Church Cathedral, Montreal: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/5518 

How to tune in live: https://www.facebook.com/MusicCCCVictoria/live_videos/  

How to watch on demand after the live stream: https://vimeo.com/user12422383 

 

Meanwhile, Nick Capozzoli, our assistant organist, is preparing a special video presentation to 

honour Patrick Wedd in a tribute to his ministry at Christ Church Cathedral, Montreal. 

He will release it next week and share it with the Cathedral. 

 

We are very grateful to the Cathedral ministry team for keeping us connected and providing 

stimulating ways to learn, grow and pray. You can find a list of offerings with their zoom links on the 

website www.montrealcathedral.ca where you can also read the articles written for Daily Bread as 

well as Sunday sermons and links to Facebook events. 

 

There will be a very special conference on May 23. You’ve been asked to reserve the date in earlier 

newsletters. Now here are the details in an announcement from Brenda Linn: 

 

You are invited to join us on ZOOM, on Saturday, May 23rd, for our mini-conference, God's 

Green Earth:  Christians, COVID, and the Biodiversity Crisis. The conference will be 

about connecting the dots.  Why do we as Christians need to care about biodiversity?  What 

does it have to do with COVID?  How serious is the situation?  Is there hope?  What 

information can we trust?  What can we do, as individuals and as a Christian community? Bring 
your questions to our presenters - who speak from experience at the UN, and at McGill, and 

on an exemplary farm, and in the north of Quebec and Nunavik.  It promises to be a truly 

exciting day.  

The conference will run from 10:00 until 3:00.  Prepare an Earth-Friendly lunch, and bring a 

recipe to share.   

You can attend some or all of the sessions (programme can be found on the cathedral website 

www.montrealcathedral.ca ). However, you need to register in advance.  Registration 

information will be available on the cathedral website.  We hope you will plan to attend, and 

to invite your friends to join us.   

Lisa and Joseph have been delivering orders of items from the stock of the Fair Trade Boutique.  

It was a treat to see Lisa’s smiling face as she put a bag of coffee, chocolate and olive oil on my 

doorstep! Joseph has managed to input all of our remaining fair trade stock into an accessible Google 

document available at this link (they update quantities and the link automatically reflects it so people 

can see what is available):  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RMenh5mth8204T6DQmq5lAPzUN38SiatEn4iXwMb69c/edit

?usp=sharing.  

Please take a look, and if you want to place an order write to Lisa and Joseph at 

fairtrade@montrealcathedral.ca 
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The newsletters have an on-going section “Creative Cathedral” where members of our community 

share what they have been doing during lockdown. We all know Jim McDermott as a priest and 

honorary Assistant at the cathedral, but did you also know that he is a musician? Here is what he 

wrote for us describing his time in isolation. 

 

With all my enforced free time I was playing my Anglo concertina with 

some frequency. As I was learning some new Irish tunes, I came upon 

some traditional English Morris dance tunes. Morris dancing is an 

ancient folk dance that probably is of pagan origin and predates 

Christianity in England. I found these tunes intriguing and started 

playing them. The music was delightful and had a very different feel 

than Irish (and Scottish) music. I found that the English music to be 

simple and elegant compared to the complexity and drive of Irish and 

Scottish music and for all that was mellow and relaxing in the anxious 

times. So I have been spending more time in an ‘English Country 

Garden’ learning traditional English Morris tunes.  

‘English Country Garden’ or ‘Country Gardens’ is one such Morris tune. 

It was collected by Cecil Sharp in the early 20th century from William 

Kimber of Oxford who was a bricklayer, Morris dancer and Anglo 

concertina player who was instrumental in reviving English Morris 

dancing and, with Cecil Sharp, in keeping these tunes alive.  

These gentle pastoral tunes invited me into the peace of an ‘English Country Garden.’ It may not be Eden but 

it’s a good place to be in these anxious times.  

Here’s a link to the music https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_e-wfnp7rE 

 

Sad news: We were sorry to learn that Pat Munro has died. Her obituary was in the Gazette last 

Wednesday. Pat was a long time member of the cathedral community. 

 

Finally, here is an announcement of a study group opportunity, not organised by the cathedral, but all 

are invited: 

 
MATERIALITY AS RESISTANCE, Tuesday morning course: The Laurentian Regional 

Ministry and McGill Faculty of Religious Studies are offering a five-week study and discussion of 

Walter Brueggemann's latest book, "Materiality As Resistance: Five Elements For Moral Action in the 

Real World" in their Theology in the Laurentians Series. The Rev. Dr. Patricia Kirkpatrick, professor 

of religious studies, will introduce five videos based on the book and lead subsequent discussion 

starting on Tuesday May 26. Classes will be held (in English) from 10-11:30 am on the zoom platform. 

The book is available on kindle or from Argo bookstore.   

More information here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfznjThn48Y&feature=youtu.be 

Please register: 

http://www.parishll.ca/pll/documents/2020/Theology%20in%20the%20laurentians%202020-

Invitation.pdf 

Vivian was able to order the book from Argo. 

 

 

The words of the Palestrina motet which the choir will sing on Sunday are in Latin. Philip Sydney, the 

Elizabethan poet created a translation of Psalm 42 which ends with the comforting words: 

 

Why art thou, my soul, so sorry, 

And in me so much dismayed? 

Wait on God, for yet His glory 

In my song shall be displayed. 

Unto Him a song of praise 

Still my thankful heart shall raise; 

He who helps my case distressed, 

Even my God for ever blessed. 

 

 
 

Ann Elbourne 

May 15, 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve been spending my time apart in a country garden, specifically an ‘English Country Garden.’ I 
say that risking that my lifetime Irishman card might be revoked. I am an Irish traditional 
musician and for me playing Irish music, which touches heart and soul, has, as does so much 
music, a spiritual dimension which for me and for many is particularly important at this time.  
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