
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral 

 

Dorothy Oidi was a very important person in the life of the Cathedral so it’s appropriate that this letter starts 

with tributes to her memory following her death last Saturday night. 

 

 

 

In Memory of Dorothy Oidi  
 

 

 

Mark Peacock wrote on behalf of the 8 o’clock congregation:     

                        

For more than 25 years, Dorothy Oidi and the 8 o’clock service at Christ Church Cathedral were 

indivisible. Deans, bishops and ministers might change but Dorothy was always there.  

Many of us arrive for Sunday service assuming that through some divine providence, everything will run 

smoothly. Dorothy knew that for the 8 o’clock service to proceed smoothly there was work to do 

beforehand.  

For Dorothy, every job, large or small, was worth doing well. Whether it was making sure that the 

sacraments were properly set out, acting as an assistant to help the officiant prepare at the altar for 

communion or putting away the prayer books as people were leaving, you could always count on 

Dorothy to do what needed to be done. And on the Saturday before Easter Sunday, Dorothy 

would always be there first starting to work on arranging the flowers, cleaning and polishing the pews 

and encouraging the members of the cleaning crew when they arrived.  

Dorothy didn’t have to be asked, she had the initiative to know what needed to be done… and she did 

it with a smile.  

Through Dorothy’s initiative, the 8 o’clock service was privileged to have several Filipino Canadians 

amongst its congregants. When Dorothy’s surviving sister Jocelyne returned from her nursing career 

overseas, Dorothy brought Jocelyne to the Cathedral with her.  

Dorothy valued family. She sponsored the immigration of her three nephews from the Philippines. They 

and their families are all well settled and productive members of our inclusive Canadian society. They 

have reciprocated the help that she gave them by supporting her through her last difficult year of 

hospitalization, rehabilitation and finally, seniors’ residence.  

Dorothy was much admired by her fellow parishioners at the 8 o’clock service. She is greatly missed by 

us all.  

 

George Deare, Head Server, remembers the many ways Dorothy helped him.  

 

“She was a server at the 8 am service on Sunday morning for over 10 years.  She decorated the front 

of the altar for Thanksgiving.  She helped me in the kitchen cooking Pancakes on Shove Tuesday and set 

up tables in the hall for the Roast Beef Dinner in the Fall.  She also served hot chocolate with me at 

the Santa Claus Parade. She was always a big help – and her sisters too - when I needed 

her. Dorothy will be very missed around the Church and in my life too.”       

Rob Wells, former head verger and head of the Chancel Guild 

remembers Dorothy’s creativity: 

 

“Dorothy Oidi was a valued member of the Cathedral's Chancel Guild. 

I had the pleasure of working with her in arranging Sunday flowers and 

caring for Eucharistic linens. Dorothy was always very supportive and 

eagerly volunteered for special liturgical preparations (e.g., Christmas, 

Easter, Thanksgiving, etc.), Her talents shone with extra brilliance for 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. Dorothy created the most 

amazing works of art for Palm Sunday by weaving palm branches 

together. Her creations were then incorporated into the Garden of 

Gethsemane for the Maundy Thursday service and vigil. And Dorothy, 

often with a family member, would encase the Paschal Candle stand in 

greenery and flowers to enhance a new Paschal Candle. I extend my 

personal condolences to Dorothy's family and friends.” 

 

Rob speaks for us all when he says  

“I have been blessed, honoured and enriched through   

my friendship with Dorothy Oidi and am deeply saddened 

 by her death. May she rest in peace.”   
 

 

The Oidi Family has suggested donations can be made to the Cathedral in memory of Dorothy. 

 

 

 



 

 

Contributions for our series “Creative Cathedral” continue to reach my in-box. Thank you so much –  

and please keep the emails flowing. 

 

Raymonde Proulx has been making very good use of her time. She wrote: 

 

Quarantine encourages reading. Before March 15 I only 

read novels, choosing those less than 300 pages long so 

that I could sample many books and many authors. Our 

rhythm of life has changed. I now benefit from slowing 

down to read more serious books, books about 

spirituality, philosophy, history; that they are between 

300 and 1000 pages doesn’t matter to me. 

However, I did it the hard way. Where I would usually 

say yes, now I say no, to people sending a multitude of 

chain emails via Mail and Messenger – tributes to 

guardian angels of whom I have no need, 

poems and songs about the crisis, jokes, 

videos of babies, dogs, cats, or even all 

three together – and so on and so on – all of 

which I feel obliged to look at before giving my 

feedback. I’m congratulating myself on my new stand. 

We are blessed to have this time of reflection and introspection. No, I don’t want it to last for ever; 

However, it will be necessary to take active steps once the pandemic has been contained; we will need 

to continue along the intellectual and spiritual paths we have created. Carpe diem – seize the day!  

 

 

 

 

 

Bob King has sent some more photographs of Janet’s delightful 

knitting projects. The two little dolls are “Izzy Dolls” 

(izzydolls.ca). They are used as packing for medical supplies sent 

overseas, then given to children as toys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The lion and elephant are reversible toys Janet sells at craft 

sales. If you turn the elephant inside out it becomes a lion. 

There are many different designs of animals, both wild and 

domestic, such as cat and mouse, duck and turtle. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smile
By Brenda Linn 

 Wearing masks, 

Avoiding contact, 

Has frightened us. 

  

As we meet on the spring streets 

Savouring our rationed time 

Of clearer fresher air 

  

Sometimes we seem to forget 

You can’t catch COVID from a smile. 

  

And, wearing masks, 

We may need lessons – 

 

Perhaps from our Muslim neighbours 

In their burkas 

Or from the Inuit, 

Muffled against the cold - 

 

We may need to learn, or learn again, 

how to exchange a smile 

simply with our eyes. 

 



 

 

Tea and coffee chats, bible study and prayer sessions take place almost every day. Just go to the 

cathedral web page and click on the zoom link in order to join. A fairly new teatime chat is hosted by Charlie 

Brake. He says “We meet on Fridays at 2:30 pm to have a conversation around our current Social Justice 

involvements - a combination of support, awareness raising, and thinking through how we love our neighbors 

in this time of crisis. Because during a time like this, individual experiences are important to help identify areas 

of social injustice, a wide welcome is extended to anyone who is interested to join the call.” 

 

Janet King sent a social service society update: "Through our membership in RAPSIM, we are being 

informed about all the measures that the City of Montreal is taking for the homeless in conjunction with the 

shelters. St. Michael's Mission is no longer on their urgent list, and would greatly appreciate money and food 

donations. Adrian and Donna and two others are working towards serving 120 bag lunches this Sunday, 

carefully. As always, the Social Service Society funds this. It welcomes any donations and issues tax receipts. As 

things restart, we hope, but do not have enough faith, that some of these measures will no longer be needed." 

 

Wednesday was Earth Day. I’ve previously mentioned that Brenda Linn has written a wonderful newsletter 

with the heading Turbulent Times, which summarises the recent activities of ESJAG, adds lots of important 

current information about action being taken to combat climate change and provides links to interesting 

external sources. Her letter is now posted on the Cathedral website and I do hope you will all follow the links 

below to read the letter and take the time to think about the challenges presented and suggestions for actions 

we can take.  

English https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/2020/04/turbulent-times-april-2020/  

French https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/fr/2020/04/des-temps-turbulents-avril-2020/  

 

Good news about Assistant Organist Nick Capozzoli. He has just been awarded second prize in the Dean’s 

Essay competition sponsored by the Schulich School of Music for the first chapter of his thesis Towards a 

Biography of Claire Delbos. Congratulations Nick! We look forward to seeing you and Ethan join Jonathan in the 

organ loft when you and we are released from isolation. 

 

The services this Sunday will include prayers commemorating the Shoah. Zoom links and the bulletins are on 

the website. If you can’t join a service you might like to use the prayers at home. 

 

We are probably all a little worried by the financial consequences of the pandemic, not just for ourselves, 

but for organisations like the cathedral which are suddenly cut off from their normal sources of income, but 

continue to have their regular expenses. An updated budget will be presented at the Annual Vestry Meeting on 

May 10, but in the meantime please read this communication from Jane Aitkens: 

 

A note from the treasurer: 

  

How is our congregational income, compared to this time last year? 

(to the end of March - remember the Cathedral only closed its doors on March 18) 

  

The envelope income was almost identical, down this year by less than $200.  

Periodic giving (including PAR) was up $2,500, with a number of parishioners at the end of March giving 

earlier in the year rather than later.  

  

Plate offerings were higher by $500. 

  

So, we began well – we are above budget for congregational income, to the end of March. 

  

What will April bring? Please use one of the many options by which you can support the Cathedral as you 

did for the first three months of 2020.  

 https://montrealcathedral.ca/donate 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

With hope for the future, love for our neighbours and confidence in God’s mercy. 

 

 

Ann Elbourne 

April 24, 2020 
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