
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Friend of the Cathedral,  

 

I’m so glad that the cathedral community is remaining strong and connected. We are comforted and supported 

by the prayers and services being offered daily and by the many opportunities to interact which you will find on 

the website https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/in-the-time-of-covid-19/. You will also find Sunday bulletins there 

and information about Holy Week services. 

 

Please consider two reminders of items from last week. Firstly, if you would like to write a message of 

appreciation for health care workers please send it to me to be added to the group thank you being 

forwarded to the MUHC on Tuesday. Secondly, do please fill in the survey about Cathedral music for 

Abigail. We are lagging behind Kingston and Ottawa in our response rate – the shame of it! 

https://forms.gle/iDaKKZSJBUTu98xx8 

 

This week I’m handing the newsletter over to parishioners describing how their world has been upended, yet 

whose daily life continues during this pandemic. 

 

Jean Daniel 

Like so many of my fellow parents in the congregation I am doing my imperfect best to work from home in a 

way that truly honours both my work and family! However, much of our ministry continues. I am still doing 

daily pastoral care appointments by video chat. Our young adults gather twice a week for check-in and prayer 

and we have three Zoom Bible study groups, two in English and one in French. I am working on making story 

videos for kids in both English and French for the Holy Week story and will arrange a Zoom meeting for our 

children and the children’s ministry team to say hello to one another soon. 

 

Alex, one of these young adults 

Alex Griffin has been doing lots of homework for their seminary classes (even when the world is shut down, 

homework never ends!) and attending all the Young Adults Zoom calls. On Tuesday morning, they also led a 

special prayer service for the Transgender Day of Visibility, and published an essay on their blog about how 

gender impacts their vocation to ministry. Alex’s family is quarantined in the U.S., with their parents under a 

stay-at-home order in Maryland, and so far, everyone seems safe and healthy.  

 

Noah, another young adult 

I've been working from home and trying to stay active and as connected with others as possible. I've been 

attending the Sunday 10:30am service, as well as leading QueerSpace, which has been great to help lend a sense 

of normalcy to these strange times. Outside of my work week, I've been taking lots of runs outside, 

coordinating socially distant walks to the grocery store with my friends in the community, Facetiming my loved 

ones, and making space for slowness with lots of yoga and praying the daily office with the community on the 

Montreal Dio facebook page. I'm very fortunate to have the Cathedral community, as well as many other 

communities here in Montreal who help me feel so loved and cared for, since my entire family is in the US 

(which is on track to have a COVID-19 outbreak worse than China's). Though they are all healthy now, I'd be 

lying if I said I wasn't scared for them, as the healthcare system there is seriously ill-equipped to cope with the 

pandemic.  

  

Janet, also working from home 

The last few weeks have been very hectic for me at work, as we have been figuring out what it all means for 

refugees and vulnerable migrants, getting the information out and urging the government not to close the doors 

on refugees. The travel ban meant that refugees about to be resettled to Canada could not enter - there were 

even some who were in transit to Canada and had to be sent back to wherever they had come from, even 

though they had nowhere to go back to. 

The fate of people in immigration detention is a particular concern. The federal government has been slow to 

recognize how dangerous and cruel it is to keep people detained during a pandemic. They are cut off from 

loved ones (visits have been banned) and frightened. This week more people are thankfully being released. 

Working from home is strange, but since my work mostly involves connecting with people across Canada it is 

not as challenging as it is for many others. I find it changes the quality of interactions. The fact that we are all 

separated because of COVID-19 makes us more conscious of the importance of our connections - I feel this 

also in the Cathedral community.  

This Saturday, April 4, is Refugee Rights Day - we are holding a virtual meeting so that people can encourage 

each other in these difficult times and take energy and inspiration from the strong community that works 

together to protect refugee rights.  #DistantButTogether 

 

Adrian and Donna, bringing the comfort of books to your home 

During the last week Donna and I have delivered 86 boxes of books over the whole island of Montreal, from 

Beaconsfield to Anjou. We usually do 20 to 30 at a time and go out for 5-6 hours. We try to do them in 

geographical order. Donna is the navigator. Driving is actually quite easy as there is so little traffic and we love 

discovering and exploring little streets we have never been on, particularly in the Plateau. We are totally 

delighted at the enthusiastic welcomes we receive when we turn up on people’s doorstep with our books. This 

whole venture has been organized by my son, Brendan, who is actually giving us a day off today. We will be out 

again on Friday and Saturday.  You can order a small box (6 books for $45) or a large box (10 books for $55) 

of either classic or contemporary fiction. For the really adventuresome you can ask us to prepare a surprise 

box. I took great pleasure in including a book on etiquette in Vivian’s box!  
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Vivian  

I've been in isolation since the first week in March, when I came down with a bad "seasonal flu" and spent too 

much time in bed with only the news on my phone for company. Last week I helped assign topics to some of 

the chat rooms, and, thanks to an invitation from Michael Pitts, will be revisiting my personal enthusiasm for 

poetry old and new in the Monday morning spot.  

 

John, who helped Adrian, Deborah and Donna distribute end-of-the-month-lunch sandwiches last Sunday 

As nobody had been in Fulford Hall for weeks, it was safe. The same should be true for the end of April. Donna 

cut the ham and filled the bags with desserts and water. Rev. Deborah made egg salad sandwiches for the 

vegetarians, and Adrian and I packaged and made 80 ham sandwiches. These bags were put in a shopping cart 

which we would project out the door into the atrium. That way we could keep physical distancing from our 

clients. Some of them were physical distancing from each other but not all. We could have distributed many 

more sandwiches, which it is hoped we can do next month. 

 

Beth, chair of the music committee 

The choir had a meet-up on Zoom last Thursday during the normal rehearsal time; we were glad to see each 

other and catch up a little, but it was sad not to be able to sing together, and of course not everyone was able 

to “attend”.  We plan to do it again soon. This Monday I hosted an afternoon tea & chat with eight cathedral 

members and a guest, Jonathan’s sister, who joined us from Cambridge, MA. We talked about handicraft 

projects and moved on to current events. These informal, fun sessions are a great way for different cathedral 

members to talk to each other who might not usually do so – please try one if you haven’t already! 

 

Leah, Grade 10 High School Student 

Being a teenager during the pandemic is more or less what you could expect, destabilizing, quite boring. I’ve 

been reading a lot, watching videos and shows and movies. I also spend an enormous amount of time cleaning, 

which is a first. We have some schoolwork and a few online classes but none of them are obligatory or 

evaluated. I definitely do the work but I can’t say I’m as concerned with the quality or the due dates as I would 

be otherwise. I’m not sure what I will tell my children about this time, I believe I would need to know how the 

story ends first.  

 

Marjorie, one of the many in the vulnerable age group but someone who is always active 

I've been busy making and receiving phone calls from friends, some of whom I haven't seen or talked to for a 

long time.  I had a long chat with a friend I met when I first came to Canada.  He was six years old then and had 

no front teeth!   MCLL has organized some study groups, none of which interested me.  Both my next door 

neighbour and Rod S. have kept me supplied with groceries.  I have a large supply of broccoli and am making 

soup.  An interesting subject I've been looking  at is Defoe's book about the plague of 1665 and especially an 

eccentric character who ran around the streets of the City naked shouting damnation. 

 

Greta, who like many of us struggles valiantly with digital technology 

Greta sends prayers of support and praise to the clergy team and to all their flock, thanking them for keeping 

us together, also to Jonathan for his dedication to music and his part in the services. Her grandchildren have 

put a poster in their window thanking nurses, also at 7 tonight her family are going outside on Lakeshore to 

clap or sing with other neighbours. 

Greta also sent me a link to “an audiovisual twitter storm” - Papageno’s aria from the Magic Flute performed 

by a flock of birds. http://volkerpannes.de/portfolio/bird-song-opera/ 

 

Brenda  

It’s not quite ready to publish yet, but Brenda has written a wonderful newsletter on behalf of ESJAG members 

describing recent and up-coming events and initiatives and giving links to items of interest to supporters of 

Ecological and Social Justice. You will want to read her thoughtful newsletter, so do watch out for it! 

 

Jane, Cathedral Treasurer and Webmaster – last but not least –  

Jane has been almost as busy as the clergy, music director and parish administrator in keeping the community 

spiritually fed, and the cathedral financially afloat. Please do all you can to respond to her letter about the 

Cathedral’s frightening loss of income. 

My days at home (being quarantined after returning from spring break in Mexico) are filled with Cathedral 

activity, mostly the website – two new pages – the COIVD-19 one and one freshly added about donating - 

https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/your-financial-support-of-the-cathedral/ 

I am also host for two coffee times – Tuesday and Wednesday. What time I have left is spent reading Prodigal 

Summer with the Cathedral Reading Group!  

 

Re finances: We will be losing approximately $5,000 to $6,0000 of unidentified income each 

month the Cathedral doors are closed to the public. That doesn’t include lost income from 

rental concerts, Oasis Musicale or weddings. Parishioners using weekly envelopes are encouraged 

to donate online if they can, or mail in their cheques (no cash in the mail). Or if this is not 

possible, to fill each week’s envelope with their offering, until we meet again.  

 

I hope you enjoyed reading about some of our parishioners. I plan to add more stories next week, so please 

email me at ann.elbourne@christchurchcathedral.ca and tell me what you are doing/thinking. For longer 

reflections from people I hope you look at Daily Bread on the Cathedral website where a new reflection is 

posted each day. Deborah would like to hear from you if you want to contribute. This link 

https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/2020/04/ca-va-bien-aller-even-if-right-now-its-not/ will take you to the 

moving article written by Jean Daniel and posted Thursday. From there you can scroll back to read earlier 

reflections.  

 

Blessings on you all, 

 

Ann Elbourne 

April 3, 2020 
 

http://volkerpannes.de/portfolio/bird-song-opera/
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/your-financial-support-of-the-cathedral/
mailto:ann.elbourne@christchurchcathedral.ca
https://www.montrealcathedral.ca/2020/04/ca-va-bien-aller-even-if-right-now-its-not/

