8:00 AM - THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
The Rev’d Deborah Meister - Presider
The Very Rev’d Bertrand Olivier – Preacher

MARCH 22 2020

FIRST READING Ephesians 5:8-14
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light- for
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose
them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it
says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
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Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 23

1 The Lord is my shepherd;
therefore can I lack nothing.
2 He shall feed me in a green pasture
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.
3 He shall convert my soul:
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, comfort me.
5 Thou shalf prepare a table before me against them that trouble me:
thou hast anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.
6 Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1-41
Deacon
All
Deacon
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man
nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,
saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before
as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying,
“It is he.”

Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But
they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went
and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do
not know.”
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe
the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they
were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your
eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind?
How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this
because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he
is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?”
Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.”
The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from,
and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen
to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach
us?” And they drove him out.
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in
the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.”
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I
believe.”
And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do
not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him
heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were
blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.
Deacon The Gospel of Christ.
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Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYERS
For all students of theology Diocesan College, Ben, Jeffrey, Alex, Fresia, Lucas, Noah and
Sarah and all people discerning their vocations and deepening their faith.
For those in special need Grace, Steve, Michael, Barbara, Jim, Diana, Gino, John, Amy,
Hunter, Russell, Patricia
For continuing support Duncan, Bob, Gloria, Jan, Norma, Susan, Yannis, Marie-Charlotte,
Ruby, Dorothy
Pray for the Capital Campaign, the fundraising team, cabinet members, future donors,
architects and engineers working on the spire.
Years’ mind Margaret Louise Miller, Archie Malloch, Audrey Chinenye Ugbuneke, Donald
Mackenzie, George and Shirley Brickenden
Those who have died recently Pamela Davidson, Elizabeth Rawlinson

TODAY
Evensong 4 pm, also broadcast live
on Radio VM 91.3 FM and the internet. Music by Herbert Howells, Benjamin Britten,
Jonathan White, Sir John Dankworth, Johan Sebastian Bach
NOTICES
The following meetings have been cancelled or postponed:
Dying to Live: Quiet day retreat - cancelled
Pain, partage et prière - cancelled
Living Until We Die - cancelled
Oasis concerts – cancelled until April 12
Iona pilgrimage - cancelled
Annual Vestry Meeting - postponed
Pending further information:
Holy Cross retreat
End of the Month lunch will be distributing box lunches.
Volunteer Opportunities If you lead a ministry here which makes use of volunteers,
please send a list of tasks/times to Deborah, so that we can have a complete listing available
for our members and newcomers.deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca

Daily Bread Blog
We hope, during this time, to post a daily reflection, based on one of the readings appointed
by the church for that day’s prayer. ( You can find the first few on our Covid-19 page, under
Daily Bread.) The reflections will take those readings in many directions: from scriptural
meditations to creative or artistic responses to sharing elements of our daily lives. They will
let us hear the voices in our congregation in a new way, offer insights into the humanity of
people we sometimes only see at a distance, or, at the most, engage for a few words over
coffee. Each of you is invited to participate, writing in English or in French. Deborah will be
coordinating this work. If you wish to become involved, please e-mail her
at deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca. She will assign you a date, and will post your
material here once you send it to her.

