
 

 

 

 

 

Christ Church Cathedral response to COVID-19 - 2 
 

 

 

Montreal, 19 March 2020  

  

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 

We are living through unprecedented times which call for unprecedented measures to adapt at unprecedented 

speed.  I am writing to you with a heavy heart to let you know that, at our meeting yesterday, Corporation 

decided that we would close the doors of the Cathedral from today until further notice, in the wake of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Choral Evensong will also be suspended for the time being, and our staff members will be 

working from home, in line with the request from the government. 

 

Please know that we did not take this decision lightly nor without robust discussion, and that we weighed every 

possible other option with great care.  In the end, however, Corporation agreed that we could not in 

conscience put the health of our staff, volunteers, visitors and the wider population at risk by remaining open. 

 

Of course, our community of communities is greater than our building, and our connectedness through prayer 

and fellowship continues.  The Cathedral leadership is busy working through ways through which we will be 

able to hold three virtual morning services on Sundays through an online platform, not simply as spectators but 

also participants.  We will also seek to design an alternative offering for the 4 pm Radio VM slot on Sunday 

afternoons. 

 

We are considering other options for connecting cathedral members, including regular virtual ‘coffee times’ to 

allow conversations from home.  We welcome any other ideas and suggestions at this stage. 

A further announcement will be circulated tomorrow which will help and guide you in linking online with your 

community on Sunday, and a COVID-19 response page will also go live on our website to centralise access to 

all resources available. 

 

Due to the risk of virus transmission, we need to discontinue our practice of visiting parishioners at home, and 

are reaching out to our shut-ins by telephone instead so that we can remain in contact. If you or someone you 

know would like to be put on our telephone list, please let us know.  We are hoping to put together a team to 

support anyone who is having to self-isolate due to age or compromised immune status. Please contact 

Deborah (deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca) if you need someone to bring you groceries or pharmacy 

goods, or if you are willing to help bring groceries to people in your neighborhood. 

 

Someone asked: “How can we be present for people who are in distress, who feel alone or who are asking 

profound spiritual questions in the face of this crisis?  How can we be a leader in this situation?”   The reality at 

this present time is that being a leader means taking every step to avoid the infection of anyone we know.  The 

strategy of physical distancing or isolation goes against everything our instinct tells us to do as people of faith 

called to be in community, and we all feel somewhat hopeless and conflicted.  However, in the light of current 

knowledge, this is the only way that the spread of this virus will be slowed down and eventually 

stopped.  Following health advice from the authorities and doing our best in using the digital means at our 

disposal to maintain our connectedness and, of course, praying earnestly for the healing of the world at this 

time, are ways in which we can embody that leadership. 

 

Other ways include looking after the needs of neighbours, avoiding stockpiling, reaching out by telephone to 

those we know in our circles who are at risk, always knowing that this situation calls for the sacrifice of heroics 

and instead embracing servant leadership, which will include for us to remain indoors if necessary to protect 

others. 

 

Times like these test our faith and the strength of our communities. Yet it is also at times like these that our 

faith and fellowship in Jesus give us the power to shine bright as his witness, in the many acts of love, kindness 

and support we show one another and those all around us.  At this time of Lent, as we prepare for the events 

of Holy Week and Easter, we know that he who brought peace in the midst of the storm, also brought hope of 

renewed life to a world in darkness. 

 

Please be assured of our prayers at this time as we ask for yours. 

   

The Very Rev’d Bertrand Olivier 

Rector of Christ Church Cathedral and Dean of Montreal 
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