
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

 

Do you ever feel that you are hurtling down the highway of life without time to draw breath? That might feel 

particularly so in the next few weeks, but before I post the events, let’s think of the wise advice in Psalm 46, 

“Be still and know that I am God.” With that in mind, do consider attending the Lenten Quiet Day on March 

21 which will be led by Dean Bertrand in Villa Saint Martin. Here’s a link to the convent’s website 

https://www.villasaintmartin.org/en/  and a link to the event on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1428643307317384/ 

Please contact deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca to enroll.  

You should also contact Deborah if you are interested in joining a retreat in a monastery on the banks of the 

Hudson River in New York State, May 19 to 21, with an optional extra rest day before the retreat starts. USD 

235.  

 

Now for the hurley-burley: 

Celebrations in February 

 

1. Celebration of Black History February 22, 11:00 am, with the Rt. Rev’d Dr. Shannon MacVean Brown, 

Bishop of Vermont. The service, which includes music and dance, will be followed by lunch. Please 

come if you can  to show support and friendship to our guests.  

 

2. Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper in Fulford Hall at 6:00 pm. Good food, interesting people and a chance 

to make new friends. Cost $10 per adult, children free. It will not be a late night because the following 

day is Ash Wednesday with Eucharists and imposition of ashes at 7:30 am, 12:15 pm and 7:30 pm. 

 

3. Nuit blanche February 29. Celebrated across the city, the theme this year is “Green”.  We have called 

our event Vers le vert / Going green and will be stressing the need to protect our fragile planet. ESJAG is 

putting together a display which will incorporate a pledge tree on which visitors will be asked to hang 

their pledge "I pledge to minimize my ecological and carbon footprints and be mindful of a just, sharing, 

and caring relationship with all other co-inhabitants of the Earth—those alive today as well as those 

who will inherit the future." Mal and Alex are creating a selfie station set in the Garden of Eden – 

would you rather pose with a snake or a fig leaf? On a more serious note Jason McKechnie is curating 

an art exhibition of paintings exploring “green”. Fair trade hot chocolate will be offered to our visitors 

– until the 2000 cups run out – and there will be music all evening, starting with the Oasis concert at 

4:00 pm and finishing with a jazz trio midnight to 1:00 am. In between you can hear three sets each 

from the Montreal Gay Men’s Choir and the Choeur Ciné/Jazz. Members of our Cathedral Choir led 

by Jonathan and Bertrand will sing compline by candlelight at 9:15 pm. Altogether it will be a 

memorable evening. We expect around 5,000 visitors! Please come and enjoy yourself – and do please 

volunteer an hour or two of your time to Cassidy or Carlos deputy3.warden@montrealcathedral.ca  

 

4. Other February reminders – Forum, 6:30 pm February 18 in the Hollis Chapel, Fulford Hall, 2nd floor. 

Book Group, February 23, 7:30 pm, to discuss Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese, Pain partage et 

prière February 16 at 10:00 am, End of the Month Lunch for people in need, February 23rd, 

QueerSpace February 23rd email: queerspace@montrealcathedral.ca 

Events in March 

 

1. Michèle Rattray-Huish will give a presentation about Ecological reconstruction at the end of coffee 

hour March 8. 

 

2. The Fair Trade kiosk will be selling tea, coffee, chocolate, olive oil and other Fair Trade products during 

coffee hour, March 15. 

 

3. The Annual General Vestry meeting will convene in Fulford Hall after the 10:30 am service on March 

22. Believe it or not, this is usually an enjoyable and informative meeting! 

News about cathedral members 

 

1. Chelsea and Gregory’s baby, Etienne Donne Komschlies-Wilson was born safely on January the 31st; 

she and her mother are well. 

 

2. Diana Blackaller had an operation to re-attach a retina last month. All seemed to be going well, but 

unfortunately the retina has detached. She returned to her home in Mexico Wednesday evening to 

have two further operations. She would be grateful to be supported by your prayers. 

 

Invitation to join the Servers’ Guild. 

You will see three or more servers each Sunday, dressed in white, carrying cross and candles and assisting the 

priests at the altar. If this ministry interests you, please contact Deborah. 

deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca  

Pastoral Care Reminder  

If you are a woman, it is essential that the church office have your maiden name on file so that we can find you 

if you are hospitalized. Please send your information to Jane Aitkens, treasurer@montrealcathedral.ca or to the 

Cathedral office. 

 

Come and See  

If you are curious about Christianity or seeking to renew your faith, Come and See serves as preparation for 

Confirmation at Easter, but open to all. Will be scheduled around availability of those interested. 

deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca. 

 

Most of us feel a great deal of concern about the escalating tensions over the pipeline being built in British 

Colombia. On February 11 the Primate and the Bishops of the Anglican Church in Western Canada issued a 

statement which you might like to read here. However, it’s a very complicated issue so you might also like to 

read an article by John Ivison in Thursday’s Gazette which lays out some good background facts. Let us all pray 

for cool heads and a just and peaceful outcome to the crisis 

 

The other matter in the news which is frightening to many people is the spread of the Corona virus  

COVID-19. Our bishop and clergy want to reassure us that sharing the chalice will not put us into danger. 

However, they very strongly recommend that communicants do not dip the host in the wine. Chalice bearers 

have just sanitised their hands, so, if you really don’t want to drink from the cup, it is better to hand the wafer 

to the chalice-bearer and let them dip it for you. Alternatively, you can simply touch the chalice. 

Here’s comfort offered by another psalm: I will lay me down in peace and take my rest for it is thou Lord only who 

maketh us to dwell in safety. (Psalm 4) 

 

Ann Elbourne 

February 14, 2020 
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