
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

 

“Come, everyone who thirsts,” says Isaiah, proclaiming a message from God, “come to the waters; … 

Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live” 

And once again, that’s the message of this week’s newsletter – come! Your soul will be refreshed and 

the cathedral enriched by your participation. 

 

This Sunday:  

• Come to church when Bertrand will be preaching at all three morning services and the choir 

will sing a Palestrina mass at 10:30 am.  

• Come to the Fair Trade presentation at noon by Professor Anna Kim from McGill who will 

talk about the pros and cons of Fair Trade, a timely discussion when Ten Thousand Villages is 

closing its stores across Canada and producer groups in the developing world are facing 

multiple problems.  

• Come to choral evensong at 4:00 pm to hear organ voluntaries by Percy Whitlock and choral 

music by Edward Bairstow, Ernest Moeran and Charles Wood.  

 

Then in two week’s time:  

• Come to a celebration of Black history on Saturday, February 22, at 11:00 am in the cathedral. 

This is a diocesan event, and we are encouraging cathedral members to attend to show our 

support and friendship as we welcome guests and visitors. There will be an exciting service 

with liturgy, music and dancing, followed by lunch. See the Facebook post here 

• And remember that all members of the Cathedral are invited to participate in Cathedral 

forum, the sounding board of the community – so come to the next meeting, Tuesday, 

February 19 at 6:30 pm in the Hollis Chapel on the second floor of Cathedral Place. 

• Come for good food and friendly conversation at the Pancake Supper being organised by 

George, Shrove Tuesday, February 25.  $10 per person, children free. Volunteers needed. 

• The next day come to one of the Ash Wednesday services in preparation for Lent, 7:30 am , 
12:15 pm and 7:30 pm.  

 

 And on February 29: 

• Join the crowds in the Cathedral enjoying the fabulous programme for Nuit blanche put 

together under the guidance of Cassidy Vanderschee. She is looking for volunteers 

deputy3.warden@montrealcathedral.ca Details of the programme next week as there’s 

currently an embargo on sharing. 

 

ESJAG had a good meeting last week. Contact me if you would like a copy of the minutes. The 

theme for this year will be biodiversity. The group is creating some interactive displays for Nuit 

blanche, Michèle Rattray-Huish will make a presentation on Ecological Reconstruction March 8 

and a mini-conference on Biodiversity is planned for May 23. 

 

If you are exhausted by all the activity on offer you might like to consider being part of a Lenten 

Quiet Day, Dying to Live, led by our dean on March 21, at the Villa Saint Martin, a Jesuit convent 

and monastery which is also a retreat house. Here’s a link to the convent’s website 

https://www.villasaintmartin.org/en/  and a link to the event on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1428643307317384/ 
Please contact Deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca to enroll. 

 

I started with Isaiah, I’m ending with Jesus who echoed Isaiah’s promise when he said “I am the 

bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never 

thirst”, and also “Come unto me all ye who are burdened and heavy-laden and I will give you 

rest.” We need that promise in these troubled times and in our busy lives. 

 

Ann Elbourne 

February 7, 2020 
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