
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral,  

Once upon a time we had twelve days of celebration starting on Christmas Day and ending on Epiphany. 

Nowadays the Church of England has moved to a forty day period of remembrance starting on Epiphany 

Sunday and finishing with the presentation of Jesus in the temple on the day also known as Candlemas, which 

we will observe this Sunday with a special ceremony of candle-lighting. In this service we look back to the day 

of Jesus’ birth and forward to the coming days of his passion. However, Lent starts on February 26 so we are 

not quite finished with the Sundays after Epiphany and you have time to come up with a Lent resolution or 

practice. 

George Deare is already looking forward to Shrove Tuesday, February 25, when he will be leading a team 

cooking a mountain of pancakes and sausages drowned by rivers of syrup. The pancake supper is always a joyful 

social event and a good way of meeting newcomers to the cathedral, so do put that date in your diary. There 

will be food for people with food allergies. George is asking for volunteers to do a multitude of tasks that 

evening.  

Some more dates you might like to note, even though some are quite far off:  

This Sunday, February 2, you are invited to join ESJAG in the Undercroft after coffee to discuss their part in 

Nuit Blanche (helping hands needed) and the upcoming presentations in February, March and May.  Anyone 

interested in ecological or social justice are very welcome. 

Next Sunday, February 9, following the 10:30 am service, there will be a Fair Trade kiosk and an interactive 

presentation about Dix-mille villages by guest speaker, Dr. Anna Kim (Assistant Professor, Strategy and 

Organization - Sustainability at the Desautels Faculty of Management at McGill University). She will discuss the 

pros and cons of fair trade.   

Forum, Tuesday February 18 at 6:30 pm on the second floor of Cathedral Place. All welcome. 

February 22, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. Special diocesan service in the cathedral followed by lunch, celebrating Black 

History Month. The guest speaker will be the Rt Rev’d Dr Shannon MacVean-Brown, the first female Bishop of 

Vermont. 

February 23, 7:00 pm, in Ann’s house, the Cathedral Reading Group will discuss Indian Horse by Richard 

Wagamese. If you love reading, do join us for coffee or tea and enthusiastic chitchat about books.  

February 29 Nuit blanche (See below) 

Date TBA a group led by Deborah, Come and See, for those who are curious about Christianity or seeking 

to renew their faith. Come and See serves as preparation for Confirmation at Easter but is open to all. It will 

be scheduled around the availability of those interested. Deborah.Meister@montrealcathedral.ca  

March 21 Dying to live, a Lenten Quiet Day led by Bertrand. 

March 22 Annual General Vestry meeting when the annual reports and budget will be received, and 

appointments made.  

May 29 - 31 Pentecost retreat to be held in a beautiful Anglican monastery on the banks of the Hudson River, a 

few days of quiet, reflection, companionship, and good food. Friday-Sunday, May 29-31; with an optional day to 

rest and center on the 28th.  Cost: $235 USD, plus funds for carpooling; $85 USD additional for Thursday. 

Contact Deborah.Meister@montrealcathedral.ca; non-refundable deposit of $50 required to hold your 

space.  Limited bursaries available. Passport required. 

An urgent pastoral request. As married women know, the Quebec health card is issued in your maiden name, 

and this is the name used if you are hospitalized. Please, as soon as possible, make sure that the office has your 

maiden name on file so that you can be found for a visit if hospitalized. This information will go into our new 

Breeze data-base. 

Volunteers are needed to make the Cathedral’s participation in Nuit blanche a success on February 29th. Last 

year we had 5 000 visitors during the evening and served 2 000 cups of hot chocolate. Cassidy has divided the 

evening into hours, so you can sign up for a stretch of one, two or more hours. Carlos is organizing the rota of 

hot chocolate volunteers.  

• Hot chocolate makers begin creating in the undercroft at 4:00 pm.  

• Serving the hot chocolate starts at 6:00 pm and lasts until 10:00 pm, with two servers needed each 

hour.  

• Meanwhile two counters are needed each hour, starting at 3:30 pm, as we must keep a count of the 

number of visitors.  

• At least two or three other people are needed, again each hour, to greet and guide people and to keep 

an eye on the displays.  

• Two MCs with loud, clear voices and fluency in French and English to make announcements. 

 

Many people like to be on duty for a couple of hours and spend another hour or two enjoying the music and 

the displays. Cassidy is in charge of the master list so please contact her to volunteer 

deputy3.warden@montrealcathedral.ca 

We’re not supposed to advertise our programme until after the press conference next week – watch out for it 

in the next newsletter. However, one of the activities being organized for children involves planting seeds in 

egg cartons, so Noah asks you to keep cardboard (not plastic) egg cartons during this month. 

Finally here is an important message from PWRDF which has been closely watching the crisis caused by fires in 

Australia and communicating with agencies of the Anglican Church in Australia. In consultation with these 

agencies, PWRDF has announced a $5,000 solidarity grant to be given to the Anglican Board of Mission’s 

bushfire appeal which has been set up to accept overseas donations. Those wishing to give to this cause may do 

so through PWRDF. To donate to the Australian bushfire appeal, click pwrdf.org/give-today and choose 

Emergency Response, or mail your cheque to PWRDF, 80 Hayden Street, 3rd floor, Toronto, M4Y 3G2 

(indicating Australia appeal on the cheque) or call toll-free at 1-866-308-7973. Please do not leave credit card 

information on a voice mail. 

You can also pray for the people affected by this disaster. The primate of Australia, Archbishop Philip Freier, 

has posted this prayer, adapted from A Prayer Book for Australia (Broughton Books, 1999): 

All things look to you, O Lord, to give them their food in due season: 

look in mercy on your people, 

and hear our prayer for those whose lives and possessions are threatened by fire. 

Give protection and wisdom to fire fighters and other emergency service personnel. 

Encourage our generosity to those who suffer loss. 

In your mercy restore your creation and heal our land. 

So guide and bless your people, that we may enjoy the fruits of the earth and give you thanks with grateful 

hearts, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Ann Elbourne 

January 31, 2020 
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