
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 
 

I invite you to come to one of the services this Sunday – see the bulletins on the website – and then stay for 

one of the events taking place after the 10:30 am choral eucharist. Queer Space will meet at 12:15 pm in the 

Undercroft. At the same time the Social Service Society will be hosting the end of the month lunch for 

people in need and giving away the large pile of socks generously donated by cathedral members. Adrian will 

need five volunteers to help serve the lunch which is sponsored this month by the Jewish organization, 

Mazon Canada. 

This is Muslim awareness week and at 1:00 pm you are invited to attend The Gifts and Challenges of Being a 

Person of Faith in a Pluralistic and Secular Society, a panel discussion with Mr. Ehab Lotayef and the Rev. 

Jennifer Bourque. 
 

Meanwhile, if you get this letter in time, do consider attending Nicholas Capozzoli’s doctoral lecture/recital 

when he’ll present his research on Claire Delbos, the first wife of Olivier Messiaen, a combination of analysis, 

musicological musings, and interesting discoveries in the Bibliothèque nationale de France! He’ll perform 

about a half-hour of her rarely heard music. Thanks to the CIOC, his slides and entire performance will be 

projected on a giant screen! This Friday at 6:30 pm in l’Église St Jean Baptiste. 
 

In other news about cathedral members we are delighted to share an announcement from Erica and Ben 

Stuchbery that they’re expecting a baby in June. Congratulations! 
 

As many of you know the Gothic architecture of the Cathedral is modelled on St Mary’s parish church in 

Snettisham, England. We have had a letter from their churchwarden Marian Abramovitch saying “In September 

this year we shall be celebrating 680 years of St Mary's and will have a celebratory weekend culminating in a 

special service on 27th September. We wondered whether anyone from Christ Church would like to join us 

for these celebrations." You can contact Marian Abramovich via email, mmrabramovich@gmail.com 
 

Our next celebration in the cathedral here will be the annual pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday, February 25. 

Details to come, but please put the date in your calendar. 
 

Four days later we will be participating in the huge celebration of Nuit blanche. We are not allowed to 

announce our programme which we are calling Vers le vert / Going green, until after the press conference on 

February 13, but can tell you it will include exciting music, displays and other activities as well as our famous 

free fair trade hot chocolate. We are going to need lots of volunteers! Email me with offers of help or speak to 

Cassidy, the coordinator of the evening. 
 

The Ecological and Social Justice Action Group (ESJAG) keeps us all aware of our responsibility to support 

activities promoting justice for the underprivileged and the fight against the ecological crisis caused by climate 

change. You will be hearing later about various events planned for early Spring, but meanwhile take note of a 

special meeting February 9th 12:00 - 12:45 pm when ESJAG welcomes Guest Speaker, Dr. Anna Kim 

(Assistant,Professor, Strategy & Organization - Sustainability at the Desautels Faculty of Management at McGill 

University) for an interactive discussion about Ten Thousand Villages then and now; and the pros 

and cons of fair trade.  
 

A special report has been produced for the diocese by the stewardship for the environment committee. It’s 

well worth a read at https://www.montreal.anglican.ca/latest-news/2020/1/14/a-faith-based-claim-for-climate-

action   Here is a short extract 
 

In this report I reiterate the reasons why the church should standup for the planet and its inhabitants. Faith 

communities are well positioned to lead efforts to address climate change and counter eco-degradation. As the 

Bishop of Salisbury, Nicholas Holtam says this is not just a reaction to anxiety, but it is based in our love for 

creation. We need to face the scale of the destruction we are causing, and we need to act. According to some 

the failure of the church to lead on these issues is contributing to the exodus. At the very least our silence 

makes us complicit. No matter how uncomfortable it may make us, we cannot look the other way. The church 

has been at the forefront of many important human rights issues and this should include climate advocacy. We 

are called to act by the gospels and by the prophetic voice of young people like Greta Thunberg. We are called 

to protect the vulnerable, those who have done the least to cause the climate crisis are those who will suffer the 

most from its effects. 
 

Bentall Greenoak, landlord of les Promenades de la Cathédrale and the KPMG tower in which the cathedral 

Diocesan offices are located, apparently now has a Tenant Sustainability Engagement Program with the aim of 

creating a cleaner, more environmentally responsible and healthier workplace. We recently received their 

newsletter telling us “Reducing energy use is one of the most important things you can do to improve 

sustainability in your home and workplace.” 
 

February is Black History month and the cathedral is hosting a special diocesan service on Saturday, February 

22, 2020 at 11:00 am. It will include liturgy, music and dancing to honor and reflect on our diverse population. 

The guest speaker will be the Rt Rev’d Dr Shannon MacVean-Brown, the first female Bishop of Vermont and 

the first black woman to hold that position 

A friendship luncheon will immediately follow the festivities. Follow the event on Facebook 
 

Dio is offering a new online course, Wholeness and Holiness: Reconciliation in the Church and 

World, which will examine Biblical, theological, historical, cultural, and contemporary uses of the word 

reconciliation and think about how it can structure the work of Christians in the world. Tuesday evenings, 

7:00 pm to 8:30 pm, from Jan 28 to Feb 18, Online  Read more. 
 

The Cathedral book group will meet on February 23 at 7:00 pm to discuss Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese. 

It tells the story of a six-year-old Ojibwe boy torn from his family and forced into a residential school, later 

becoming a star ice hockey player. Courtesy of Westmount Library’s books in a bag programme for book 

groups, there will be books available to borrow in church this Sunday and next Sunday. Jane Aitkens is in charge 

of lending out this bag of books – an appropriate job for an ex McGill librarian! 
 

Come and See: If you are curious about Christianity or seeking to renew your faith, Come and See serves as 

preparation for Confirmation at Easter, but open to all. Will be scheduled around availability of those 

interested. Deborah.Meister@montrealcathedral.ca. 
 

After the 10:30 am service on February 23 there will be a very short Vestry meeting which will adjourn the 

actual Annual General Vestry meeting to March 22. If you had charge of an activity or a committee last year 

don’t forget that your report is due at the end of January. 
 

We – and the stores along St Catherine - have been enjoying a winter respite from construction, but misery is 

set to begin once more with some extra problems added. Starting next month work will begin on installing new 

elevators at McGill metro and building a new universally accessible entrance. Three of the station’s existing 

entrances — at 811 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., at de Maisonneuve Blvd. at the corner of Robert-Bourassa Blvd., 

and the entrance from the Promenades de la Cathédrale — will also have to be renovated. Certain other 

entrances could be closed at different times while the work is underway, but four of the station’s six entrances 

should be open at all times according to the STM. Moreover, from March to the end of this year de 

Maisonneuve will be closed between McGill College and Union. You can read more details 

https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/work-begins-next-month-on-elevators-at-mcgill-metro-station 

The construction work all around us is affecting the plans for removing the steeple in order to tackle the 

damaged steelwork. It is now probable that only the aluminium plates will be removed and scaffolding will be 

erected to enable the steelwork to be repaired in situ. Please pray hard for the success of this project and its 

funding. We still need to raise several million dollars.  
 

In fact, please pray hard for the blessing of the Holy Spirit on all the activities listed in this letter. 

From Psalm 27 which will be sung on Sunday:  

 

For in the day of trouble, O God, you shall keep me safe in your shelter … 

… Therefore will I offer in your dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; I will sing and make music 

to the Lord. 

 

Ann Elbourne 

January 24, 2020 
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