
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral 

 

A busy few weeks lie ahead both inside and outside the cathedral. First, here are five events in which 

we can join with our neighbours in prayer, reflection and celebration, plus some feedback on Bill 21. 

 

1. The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (WPCU) starts on Saturday. You will 

find useful information about this world-wide celebration on the website of the Canadian 

Council of Churches, Here  

“Each year, the eight days of this global ecumenical event bring Christians of different 

traditions together in shared prayer, Bible studies, service, and fellowship. This year's 

theme – ‘They showed us unusual kindness’ (Acts 28:2) – challenges us to draw on our lived 

experience of Christian unity and show "unusual kindness" in a world fragmented by political, 

economic, and ideological divisions.”  

You can download the excellent Canadian Bible Study resource from their website. Each day 

includes a theme, Scripture readings, a short prayer, and questions for reflection.  

In Montreal there will be a special ecumenical service at 3:00 pm on Sunday (January 19) in 

the Armenian Apostolic Church / Église arménienne apostolique,  615, av. Stuart, 

Outremont, H2V 3H2 

 

2. Another important Canada wide celebration coming soon is Black History Month, the 

whole month of February, which commemorates an important but little-known aspect of 

Canadian History. Each year we honour the legacy of Black Canadians, past and present. For 

2019, the theme of the Government of Canada's Black History Month campaign is Black 

Canadian Youth: Boundless, Rooted and Proud.  

There will be a special event, organised by the diocese, in the cathedral at 11:00 am on 

Saturday, February 22nd when we will welcome the Rt Rev’d Dr Shannon MacVean-Brown, 

Bishop of Vermont, who will offer her unique perspective on our culturally diverse Quebec 

and Canadian situation. Lunch will be served in Fulford Hall after the service.   

 

3. The last night of February will see the Cathedral participate in the wild and delightful city-wide 

event, Nuit blanche, “the most eagerly anticipated night in the year when 300 000 night owls 

brave the winter cold to live to the full a crazy urban adventure” (my translation of NB web 

site). The theme this year is green – in all its manifestations. Cassidy Vanderschee is the chair 

of the committee organising the celebration in the Cathedral under the title Vers le vert / 

Going green. There will be music, contemporary art, displays and activities illustrating 

ecological awareness, candlelight and fair trade hot chocolate. The committee gathers for a 

supper meeting on Thursday, January 23. Please speak to Cassidy if you have ideas you want to 

share at this meeting or help you’d like to offer. We will be looking for 40 to 50 volunteers to 

make and serve the hot chocolate, count and greet the several thousand visitors, and keep the 

building and the displays secure, so please help if you can! 

 

4. A new initiative has recently been launched in Montreal. Called Muslim awareness 

week,  you can read about it in a Gazette article 

https://montrealgazette.com/news/quebec/we-need-to-work-together-group-launches-muslim-

awareness-week The Cathedral will host a panel discussion January 26, 1:00 pm, in the 

Cathedral, on the “Gifts and Challenges of Being a Person of Faith in a Pluralistic and Secular 

Society.” Please contact Deborah for more information.  

5. Sunday, February 9th 12:00 pm - 12:45 pm : ESJAG welcomes Guest Speaker, Dr. Anna Kim 

(Assistant Professor, Strategy & Organization - Sustainability at the Desautels Faculty of 

Management at McGill University) for an interactive discussion about Ten Thousand Villages 

then and now; and the pros and cons of fair trade.  Join us for this positive and engaging 

event.   

Anna Kim has worked with numerous producer groups around the world and is very 

knowledgeable about fair trade issues.  

 

6. Bill 21 banning people in authority from wearing religious symbols has been controversial in 

Quebec. Coalition Inclusion Quebec which was set up to oppose the more distressing 

results of this ban was supported by a majority of our community who felt that the ban 

discriminated unjustly against Moslem women in particular. Edward Yankie recently received 

an update from the coalition. Starting on October 22 Justice Johanne Manville of the Quebec 

Superior court will hear four separate proceedings contesting Bill 21. The cases have been 

brought by Coalition Inclusion Québec, The Montreal English School Board, Fédération 

autonome de l’enseignement and Catherine McKenzie filing suit on behalf of the Canadian Civil 

Liberties Association and the National Council of Canadian Muslims. 

 

Cathedral events this week:  

 

January 18, 4:00 pm Oasis musicale concert. The music of cello and double bass played by Sophie 

Coderre and Francis Palma-Pelletier will transport you to a Viennese music salon at the time of 

Emperor Joseph II. Composers featured will be Luigi Boccherini, Michael & Joseph Haydn and Anton & 

Nikolaus Kraft 

January 19, 12:00 pm Fair Trade Kiosk, supporting justice for farmers and artisans in the developing 

world. Special this week: Santropol fair trade coffee beans in bulk for sale - Bring your own container! 

January 21, 6:30 pm Cathedral Forum St Anselm Chapel, Fulford Hall, light snack at 6:00 pm. All 

parishioners welcome. Find out what’s happening, give your input.  

January 23 English bible study at Greta Helmer’s house in NDG. Come prepared to talk about the 

parables. Speak to Ann, Jane or Greta to get Greta’s address 

January 23 Nuit blanche planning meeting 

January 24 6:30 – 7:30 pm, Nicholas Capozzoli, our Assistant Organist will give his doctoral 

lecture recital on the forgotten organ music of Messiaen’s first wife Claire Delbos. Nick’s thesis is 

the first study devoted to her music. St Jean Baptiste Church, 4237 Henri Julien.  

 

Ann Elbourne 

January 17, 2020 
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