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The Rev’d Jean Daniel Ó Donnċaḋa – Presider 
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Welcome 

A warm welcome to Christ Church Cathedral and a special welcome to you if you are here  

for the first time.  Our community has worshipped here at the heart of Montreal on St Catherine 

Street since the 1860s, and we continue to live out a vision of a church focused on the love  

and generosity embodied in Jesus, a vision that is inclusive, welcoming, open to all.   We seek 

transformation not only of ourselves as individuals growing in faith, but also of unjust structures  

of society.  

 

God is love, whoever lives in love, lives in God,  

and God in them.  1 John 4:16 

 

If you are new to the Cathedral and would like to stay in touch, please fill out one of our welcome 

cards (available at the back of the church) and leave it in the offertory plate or with a greeter.  

 

DONATIONS 

A collection will be taken for the work of the Cathedral in downtown Montreal. The Cathedral  

is open seven days a week between 9:00am and 6pm for all who want to pray, for all who are looking 

for peace, a quiet place to sit and rest, and seek help. Through our outreach programmes  

the Cathedral supports many local organizations which help the needy. Please give generously.   

If you would like to find out about regular or tax efficient ways of giving please speak to a greeter. 

 

Gluten free hosts are available: If you would like one, please inform the Communion assistant. 

 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

We gather today in the non-ceded traditional 

territory of the  
 

       Haudenosaunee and Anishinabe 

 

 

Christ Church Cathedral office  

514-843-6577 ext. 241 
administrator@montrealcathedral.ca 

www.montrealcathedral.ca 

    
ChristChurchMTL 



The Eucharist begins on page 67 

 

THE ADVENT WREATH   

 

Priest Blessed are you, sovereign Lord,  

just and true:  

All To you be praise and glory for ever.  

 

Priest  Your prophet John the Baptist was witness 

to the truth as a burning and shining light. 

May we your servants rejoice in his light, 

and so be led to witness to him who is the 

Lord of our coming kingdom. Jesus our 

Saviour and King of the ages. 

All  Blessed be God forever. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

O Lord Jesu Christ, who at thy first coming didst 

send thy messenger to prepare thy way before 

thee: Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy 

mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready 

thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient 

to the wisdom of the just, that at thy second 

coming to judge the world we may be found an 

acceptable people in thy sight; who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever 

one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 35 :1-10 

 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the 

desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it 

shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 

singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see 

the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 

 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 

feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful 

heart, be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 

He will come with vengeance, with terrible 

recompense. He will come and save you.” Then 

the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 

of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like 

a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for 

joy.  

 

 

 

 

 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 

streams in the desert; the burning sand shall 

become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 

water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  

 

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the 

Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it 

shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even 

fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor 

shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 

not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk 

there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall 

be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 

gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying  

 to the Churches. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 
The Congregation remains seated to say the Magnificat. 

 

Psalm 146:3-9 Lauda, anima mea. 

 

 3 For when the breath of man goeth forth, he 

    shall turn again to his earth: / and then all his 

    thoughts perish. 

 4 Blessed is he that hath the God of Jacob 

    for his help, / and whose hope is in the 

    Lord his God;  

 5 Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 

    that therein is; / who keepeth his promise for 

    ever; 

 6 Who helpeth them to right that suffer 

    wrong;/ who feedeth the hungry. 

 7 The Lord looseth men out of prison: /  

    The Lord giveth sight to the blind. 

 8 The Lord raiseth up them that are fallen:/ 

    the Lord loveth the righteous. 

 9 The Lord careth for the strangers; he upholdeth 

     the fatherless and widow: / as for the way 

     of the ungodly, he turneth it upside down. 
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SECOND READING James 5:7-10 

 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming  

of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 

crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 

receives the early and the late rains. You also must 

be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming 

of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble 

against one another, so that you may not be 

judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors!   

As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 

take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 

Lord. 
 

 

Reader Hear what the Spirit  

 is saying to the Churches. 

All Thanks be to God. 
Please stand 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11 

 

Reader  The Lord be with you.  

All  And with thy spirit. 

 

Reader A reading from the holy Gospel  

 according to Matthew 

All  Glory be to thee, O Lord.  

 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was 

doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 

him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we 

to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go 

and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 

the poor have good news brought to them. And 

blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the 

crowds about John: “What did you go out into the 

wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 

What then did you go out to see? Someone 

dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft 

robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go 

out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 

than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is 

written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 

you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly 

I tell you, among those born of women no one has 

arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least 

in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 

Reader The Gospel of Christ. 

All Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 

 

THE CREED (page 71) 

 

THE SERMON 

 

THE OFFERTORY 

 

THE PRAYERS & CONFESSION  (page 75) 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  (page  78) 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  (page  85) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYERS 

 

For all students of theology for Diocesan College, for Ben, Jeffrey, Alex, Fresia, Lucas, Noah and Sarah and all 

people discerning their vocations and deepening their faith.  

For those in special need Grace, Steve, Gaston, Benjy, Claudette, Michael, Dorothy, Sharon, Barbara, Jim, 

Bridie 

For continuing support Duncan, Bob, Gloria, Jan, Norma, Susan, Yannis, Marie-Charlotte, Ruby, Pamela 

Pray for the Capital Campaign, the fundraising team, cabinet members, future donors, architects and 

engineers working on the spire.  

Years’ mind Mary Marler, Desmond Ward, Bianca Jones 

 
TODAY 

Choral Evensong 4:00 pm, also broadcast live on Radio 

VM 91.3 FM and the internet.  Music by Williams, 

Tomkins, Purcell. Officiant: The Very Rev’d Bertrand 

Olivier 

 

Cathedral@6, 6:00 pm Bilingual Communion service 

with contemporary praise music. 
 

SERVICES 
 

December 18, 6:00 pm - Blue Christmas service, 

for all who find Christmas a difficult time of year. 
 

December 22, 4:00 pm - A celebration of Carols 

and Readings for Christmas by candlelight. 
 

NOTICES 
 

Honor Advent: This Sunday, take home a free poster 

with simple spiritual practices for each day of Advent. 

 
 

Altar linens The Cathedral needs additional help 

tending our altar linens. If you are seeking a quiet, 

behind-the-scenes, contemplative ministry, contact 

Deborah.Meister@montrealcathedral.ca.  

Training is provided. 
 

Food collection The Cathedral will be collecting non-

perishable food items for St. Michael’s mission during the 

month of December. Place items in basket at the back of 

the church, and please be generous. 
 

Canadian Church Calendars for sale. 

$ 5.00, please contact Ann Elbourne 
 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

 
QueerSpace@CCC December  22, 12:15 pm 

in the Undercroft.  Join the LGBTQ+ community at 

the cathedral as we create a space together to pray, 

discuss scripture, identity, orientation, and these 

intersections together. For questions email 

queerspace@montrealcathedral.ca 

 

A Deeper Well, January 6, 6:30 pm. This 

January, Deborah Meister is launching a covenanted 

small-group intended to help those who wish to 

grow in spirit and are willing to commit to an 

integrative experience of contemplative and 

intellectual formation. This will be limited to 12 

participants. Contact Deborah for more information 

or to enroll. Anglophone group, Monday evenings at 

6:30, starting January 6th. Preference will be given to 

those newer to the faith. Other interested persons 

will be added as space allows, or in a second group 

to begin in Lent. 

 

 
 

Gospel of John webinar, offered through Dio, January 

13th, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Register here: 

https://montrealdio.ca/courses/john/ 
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