
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral 

 

Lights and decorated trees are appearing all over the city in anticipation of the holiday season. In the 

Cathedral we too will be looking forward to Christmas and lighting candles, starting this Sunday, 

Advent Sunday 

 

 
 

Let us honor Advent 

• This Sunday, take home a free poster with simple spiritual practices for each day of Advent. 

• Also this Sunday, at 4 pm, light a candle during the Procession with Lessons and Carols for 

Advent, a beautiful service of music and readings which begins the Advent season of hope for a 

world renewed by the love of God. 

• Each Sunday in Advent bring a contribution of non-perishable food and place it in the basket at 
the back of the church. Please be generous. The food will be given to St Michael’s Mission 

which feeds the hungry and the homeless every day. 

 

Let us work for a just society in a re-created world 

• Last Saturday’s Fair Trade Christmas Boutique raised a little over $300 for St Michael’s 

Mission. The December kiosk held during coffee hour will be on December 8. 

• The devastation of the Earth's environment has been described as the "greatest human rights 

challenge of our times." The Advent scriptures, and the recent reports of scientists from 
around the world point equally to the need for action, now. ESJAG members have been 

reading an eye-popping analysis published by the government of Finland. https://eco.bios.fi/ The 

second half of the report suggests some bold solutions in 5 key areas under the heading 

“Ecological Reconstruction” ESJAG invites you to Join them for lunch and a discussion of this 

new and hopeful plan. Noon to 2:30, on Dec 7th, in the St Anselm chapel.  Everyone is 

welcome.  An RSVP to ann.elbourne @montrealcathedral.ca by December 5 would be 

appreciated but is not essential.   

• On December 6, there will be a service at noon, remembering the victims of the 

Polytechnique massacre and offering prayers for an end to violence against women. 

 

Let us celebrate the birth of Jesus our Saviour with  worship and music 

• Bring your friends and sing lustily at the annual Sing-along Messiah on Saturday, December 14. 

The format is a little different this year. A more prominent role will be given to our Cathedral 

choir and organists. Jonathan will give a pre-performance” chat” at 3:30 – so you should try to 

arrive by 3 pm to find your seat with your fellow sopranos, altos, tenors or basses. The Sing-

along will begin at 4 pm. If you don’t want to sing, you can be an audience member sitting in an 

audience pew. A full pew for audience members can be reserved for a small fee. Donations will 

be collected at the performance. The Music Committee is hoping the Messiah will raise 

substantial money for the cathedral’s music programme, so if you can’t be present, do consider 

sending an e donation to accounting@montrealcathedral.ca  

• Christmas services: You can pick up a handy postcard in the church to stick on your fridge or 

give to friends. The services are listed at the end of this letter. 

• Canadian Church Calendars make a nice little gift. Look for Ann at coffee hour. $5 each (exact 

amount appreciated!) 

• The young at heart hold their bi-monthly bi-lingual contemporary communion service this 

Sunday at 6. Jean Daniel is presiding, Marie-Elaine LaRochelle preaching and the music will be 

led by Maggie Griffin. 

• The French bible study group, Pain, partage et prière meets in the Undercroft at 10 am this 

Sunday. 

 

Let us give thanks for good news about former Cathedral clergy. 

• Michael Pitts is responding well to treatment and looking forward to a healthy Christmas with 

his family. 

• Amy Hamilton has been appointed Interim Priest-in-Charge of the Church of the Epiphany in 

the parish of Verdun-Ville Emard. She begins her ministry there this Sunday.  

 

Above all, at this Advent season let us remember the exhortation of the Prophet Micah “And 

what does the LORD require of you? To act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 

God.” 

 

Ann Elbourne 

November 29, 2019 

 

Christmastide Services 

 

December 18,    6:00 pm   Blue Christmas service, 

     for all who find Christmas a difficult time of year. 

December 22,    4:00 pm   A celebration of Carols and Readings for Christmas  

     by candlelight. 

December 24,   4:00 pm  Bilingual Family Christmas service 

                            7:00 pm   Messe de Noël en français 

                         11:00 pm  Midnight Mass 

December 25,     8:00 am   Communion service  

                             9:00 am Messe de Noël en français 

                         10:30 am  Festival Christmas Mass 
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