
 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

 

Last week 1600 visitors passed through the cathedral on Friday and Saturday enjoying the art displays, 

workshops and concerts which were our contribution to Montreal’s Journées de la culture. Jason and Natasha 

curated a delightful and professional looking exhibition of paintings generously contributed by Montreal artists, 

including several Cathedral members. We are so lucky to benefit from their talent and expertise. Boran 

organized two delightful concerts, a bravura piano recital on Friday and a trio of musicians playing toe-tapping 

Middle Eastern music on Saturday. The four workshops – organ with Nick and Ethan, collage making with 

Andrea, pot throwing on a wheel with Phil, and an illustrated talk about tapestry making by Veronica - were a 

delight. Thank you to Lisa for being the coordinator and contact with the Montreal organisers and to Carlos 

for recruiting our volunteer greeters, guides and security – Martine, Michel, Marie-Claire, Masatoshi, Alain, 

Diane, Jane,  Edward, Diana Black Blackaller and Diana as well as Lisa, Carlos and Ann. However, no time to 

recover, for we have already been approached by the organisers of Nuit blanche 2020 asking for our 

participation! If you’d like to be part of the team planning the event please speak to me or to Cassidy 

Vanderschee. 

 

Friday was also the day of the climate march. A large number of parishioners participated in what seems to 

have been a very moving experience – see photos on Facebook.  

 

In keeping with our wish to treat the earth with care, the cathedral will be decorated for Thanksgiving Sunday 

(October 13) with organic produce from a local farm. Starting this Sunday we are collecting canned goods 

(meat, fish, fruit, vegetables) for the Mile End Mission, our partner in caring for those in acute need, which is 

desperately short of food. Please place items in the baskets near the altar as you come up for Communion. 

 

The Sunday after Thanksgiving (October 20) will be busy. There will be a Fair Trade kiosk selling coffee, tea, 

chocolate, and other fairly traded commodities, the steering committee of the Social service Society is having a 

meeting over a pot luck lunch and a group of us will be meeting for bible study towards the end of the coffee 

hour. The cathedral reading group will get together in the evening to talk about Washington Black and other 

books. Speak to Ann or Diana for more information. All booklovers are welcome. Mark Abley, the Montreal 

author of our last book, The Organist, has been shortlisted for the Mavis Gallant Prize for non-fiction, given 

each year by the Quebec Writers' Federation. Congratulations to Mark who joined us for our discussion of his 

book. 

 

Tuesday, October 15 is another day when people will have to decide between competing events: Forum meets 

at 6:30, with a drink and a light snack served from 6pm, and the Gospel of Mathew online course begins at 7:00 

pm. A Cathedral group will watch and discuss the week’s presentation on Tuesdays from Oct 15 until Nov 12, 

7– 8:30 pm. Suggested donation $25 To register contact Deborah deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca.  

Or you can view it at home: https://montrealdio.ca/courses/disciples-of-jesus-learning-from-matthew/  

 

The group which read the summer book recommended by Bertrand, Falling Up, talked about the importance of 

watching out for each other, especially as we get older. The clergy in particular want to know about anyone 

having a hard time, so if you are aware that someone in our community is sick or homebound, or if the person 

you usually sit near has been absent for a few weeks, please inform the clergy at 

deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca so that they can provide care. If you would like someone to be added 

to the intercession list please contact the office, giving a brief reason for the request – and don’t forget that 

there are prayer partners in the chapel every Sunday during communion at the 10:30 service who will support 

you in prayer. 

 

The roads near the Cathedral continue to be construction sites. Unfortunately, the mess is about to get worse. 

The city has just informed us that, starting October 7 and lasting for two months, they will decontaminate the 

“anciennes vespesiennes” in Phillips Square in preparation for reconfiguration of the square and infrastructure 

work underneath. A vespesienne is a public toilet. It gets its name from the Emperor Vespasian who in the 

early 70s of the common era imposed a tax for the collection of urine from the sewer systems of Rome, and 

introduced the first public toilets in history, which Romans called “vespasians.” There’s an interesting article 

about Montreal’s vespasiennes at this site: 

https://mtltimes.ca/Montreal/montreal/montreal-then-now/montreal-vespasiennes/ 

 

The Oasis concert this Saturday is a tribute to the French piano repertoire performed by Laura Farré Rozada 

and includes music by Messiaen, Dutilleux, Manoury and Escaich. The concerts are free; a voluntary donation is 

requested to pay the artist and cover the cathedral’s costs 

 

The Sunday bulletin reminds us of some interesting events happening quite soon: 

 

CPR First Aid course Oct 19, 1:00 – 5:00 pm in Fulford Hall. Cost per person $65 Register with 

ann.elbourne@montrealcathedral.ca  

Messy Cathedral November 2, 10 am in the cathedral. The most fun you will ever have at church! 

Bowling, water play, treasure hunts and more. Lunch included. To register contact Lee-Ann 

mtlyouth@montreal.anglican.ca  

The Bishop’s Annual Dinner, November 7 at Club St. James, to support the mission work of the diocese. 

$250 (tax receipt available). To reserve call the Diocese at 514-843-6577. We are hoping to make a party of it 

with a full table of Cathedral members.  

Risen Leaves. A Rare Books Workshop Nov. 10, 1:00 pm in Fulford Hall. A Rare Books Workshop 

from the collection of the Jewish Public Library. Books being displayed include Talmuds, kabbalistic works, 

liturgical texts, early anti-semitic tracts and many unusual manuscripts.  

 

A few months ago the Bishop of Oxford rewrote the Beatitudes with social media users in mind. It’s an 

interesting exercise. Here are 3 of his suggestions. 

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

I will remember that my identity comes from being made and loved by God, not from my online profile. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted This world is full of grief and suffering. 

I will tread softly and post with gentleness and compassion. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

There are many wrongs to be righted. I will not be afraid to name them and look for justice in the world. 

 

Ann Elbourne 

October 4, 2019 
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