
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral 

 

The theme of les Journées de la culture, September 27- 29 is building bridges, making connections. As I think 

about the content for this week’s newsletter it seems to me this theme expresses perfectly what we try to do 

here all the time, not least in the way we honour our roots in the past while trying to create a better future. 

For instance: 

1. This Sunday, QueerSpace@CCC will meet at 12:15 pm in the Undercroft.  The LGBTQ+ 

community at the cathedral creates a time together to pray, discuss scripture, think about identity and 

orientation, and how all these things intersect.  

 

2. Friday September 27 you are invited to walk with the Cathedral at the Climate March which is 

being organized by students worldwide. Deborah reminds us that tending the earth is a fundamental 

Christian duty.  She invites all interested persons to gather at the main doors to the Cathedral at  

10:30 am so they can attend the climate protest together. The protest will begin at noon; because of 

anticipated crowds, we will leave from the Cathedral no later than 10:45 am. A few signs will be 

available, or bring your own. 

 It’s appropriate that this action is taking place in the middle of the Anglican Church’s Season of    

 Creation. https://www.anglican.ca/publicwitness/season-of-creation/ 

 

3. Still thinking about creation, Brenda Linn and the Ecological and Social Justice Action Group (ESJAG) 

are organizing a special evening on Friday, October 4th to honour the Earth on the feast of Saint 

Francis. Starting at 6:30 pm in the Undercroft there will be a simple potluck supper featuring organic, 

local and/or fairly traded food, with a showing of the Zeffirelli classic film about St Francis, Brother Sun, 

Sister Moon, which explores our relationship with the rest of creation and the ways in which the church 

has damaged that relationship. To whet your interest  you can watch a clip of Sir Alec Guinness as 

Pope Innocent III   St Francis Before the Pope - Clip 2 of 2 

The presentation and discussion will be led by Michele Rattray Huish, a member of the cathedral who 

has worked in the field of biodiversity at the UN for years, and who will share insights on the recent 

and very alarming UN report on species loss. Brenda says that if you can’t contribute to the potluck 

you should come anyway - everyone is welcome, including friends, fellow students, or anyone else who 

might be hungry for food, information or inspiration. If interested please talk to Brenda. 

 

4. Studying a writer from the past in a modern way  - Gospel of Mathew learning opportunity: This 

fall, Dio will be offering an online course on the Gospel of Matthew. You can enroll on your own 

here: https://montrealdio.ca/courses/disciples-of-jesus-learning-from-matthew/, or join a 

group that will be gathering at the Cathedral to share and discuss each week’s presentation. Tuesdays, 

7:00-8:30 p.m., October 15-Nov 12 (room TBA). There is a suggested donation of $25/person, but all 

are always welcome. If you know you are interested, please e-mail Deborah 

at deborah.meister@montrealcathedral.ca so that we can get a rough head-count.  

 

5. On September 29 at 4 pm, the Service of Ordination takes four young people into the next step of 

their commitment to being leaders of the church as priests and deacons. We are particularly happy that 

former Cathedral members Joel and Tyson are among the ordinands. Vivian is hoping that Cathedral 

parishioners will help her create a memorable reception after the service. 

 

Les journées de la culture take place the same weekend as the ordination and the climate march so it will 

be a busy, yet wonderful weekend.  

• On Friday and Saturday « Vision » an art exhibition illustrating the weekend theme of making 

connections has been curated by Jason McKechnie with help from Natasha Henderson. 

• There are two Concerts. On Friday at 7:00 pm, Milena Trifonova, will perform piano works by 

Franz Liszt and Frédéric Chopin, described as brilliant and powerful, lyrical and nostalgic. On Saturday 

at 4:00 pm Ensemble Tessala present a concert D'ailleurs à aujourd’hui | Then & Now, 

featuring Samuel Bonnet, classical guitar ; Khalil Moqadem, oud ; Nathaniel Huard, percussions - three 

musicians from different backgrounds. Passionate about ancient music, classical as 

well as liturgical or popular, they revisit Arabic-Andalusian, Jewish or Baroque 

melodies, even re-appropriating some tunes of Quebec’s folklore.  

• On Saturday four Workshops will be given by cathedral members :   

11:00 am – 12:00 pm Organ Demo with Nick and Ethan 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Creating a Collage with Andrea Videtic 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Pottery Making with Phil Dutton 

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm French Tapestry, a medieval tradition which is still alive. An illustrated talk by 

Veronica McDermott who will bring her loom and demonstrate the weaving process 

 

You can sign up this Sunday for a workshop or register by emailing Ann in the office. Carlos needs 

volunteers to greet visitors and keep an eye on exhibits. Look for the signup sheet on Sunday or email 

Carlos via the cathedral office. 

Please see the posters on the cathedral’s Facebook page and please disseminate the information widely among 

your friends 

 

Sometimes forward and backward looking involves finance. On Sunday there will be a very short Special 

Vestry Meeting 12:00 pm. in the Cathedral to receive financial statements for 2018. 

 

Please note a change in the time of weekday morning services. From now on Morning Prayer will be at 

8:15 am. Other service times stay the same.  

 

Our service music is another bridge between past and present, perhaps particularly noticeable in choral 

Evensong sung every Sunday at 4:00 pm and in the 6:00 pm contemporary praise service held on the first 

and third Sundays of the month. It’s a joy to know that through our weekday and Sunday liturgies we are heirs 

to a centuries old tradition of worship, but not stuck in the mould of the past.  

 

I want to finish by quoting from the anthem to be sung this Sunday, Blessed City, heavenly Salem. The words 

are from a 7th century Latin text translated by JM Neale, the music is by Edward Bairstow, so an anthem with 

its roots firmly in the past, and yet there is a message for us in the Cathedral today as we try to live a vision of 

peace and love, wed to our Lord and saviour, making connections, building bridges and working to preserve 

God’s created world. 

 

Ann Elbourne 

 

Blessèd city, heav’nly Salem, 

Vision dear of peace and love, 

Who of living stones art builded 

In the height of heav’n above, 

And, by angel-hands apparell’d, 

As a bride doth earthward move; 

Out of heav’n from God descending, 

New and ready to be wed 

To thy Lord, whose love espous’d thee, 

Fair adorned shalt thou be led. 
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