
 

 

 

[In this week’s letter: cool and cooler – linens, flowers, greeters – reactions to vote 

on marriage canon in Cathedral Facebook page– the Cathedral will rock, thank you 

– Bible study – Fair Trade summer Kiosk – Reading “The Organist”– Mary and 

Martha this Sunday] 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral 

 

Hot off the press some cool and breaking news.  

 

Our cool Cathedral gets cooler! 

 

We describe Christ Church Cathedral as a spiritual and musical oasis in the heart of Montreal, but alas, it’s a 

very hot oasis in the summer months. Last Sunday applause broke out when Bertrand announced that 

temporary air conditioning will be installed this week. Here is an important and exciting message from the 

Dean.  

 

This summer, Corporation decided that we should experiment with temporary air 

conditioning until the end of the season.  This is one response to our call of radical 

hospitality in the rising heat, as we strive to welcome worshippers, concert attenders, 

visitors and tourists and provide a cool sanctuary to pray and be in downtown 

Montreal.  This forms part of our outreach and mission.  At the end of the summer, we 

will review the experiment so that we may come to a common mind about the way 

forward for years to come, but meanwhile, we hope you enjoy this refreshing experience. 

 

This is obviously an extra budget line and we are looking for mission minded people to 

support this initiative.  Please pray about what it means to you to welcome others into an 

environment where faith and worship does not feel oppressive and where being in the 

Cathedral is at least as attractive as being in a local coffee shop.  Then consider how you 

can contribute to this new way of outreach.  

 

Please contact the Dean if you would like to discuss your gift further. 

 

The work of many volunteers keeps our Cathedral a happy, beautiful and welcoming place. The gift of flowers, 

the care of linens and the welcoming smiles of greeters all have an important role and all need some extra help.  

 

➢ Our head verger John is sending an urgent appeal for people willing to take a turn washing and ironing 

the linen cloths used during the many Eucharists celebrated each week.  

➢ If you would like to celebrate a joyous event or remember a loved one, please consider contributing 

$60 - $80 to provide the flowers which make the church beautiful. You could share the cost with 

another person or bring flowers from your garden. Please speak to Vera Burt or contact the office.  

➢ If you enjoy greeting and meeting people, then you might like to join one of the teams of Sunday 

stewards who great the congregation at 10:30 am on Sunday morning. There will be an information 

meeting after coffee hour on August 4th. 

 

Some good news! The Cathedral will rock! The music@6 fundraiser has met their goal for new sound 

equipment. Thank you to the many generous people who gave their support. 

 

Many people were disappointed by the vote at General Synod not to amend the marriage canon and we send 

sympathy to everyone who feels hurt by this decision. You might have seen this post from the Cathedral on 

Facebook 

 

At Christ Church Montreal, we remain committed to providing a safe space for all those who seek to deepen 

their relationship with God in community, regardless of gender or sexuality, ethnic background, socio-economic 

profile and any other factors that separate rather than unite. We will continue to marry people regardless of 

their gender. As we pray for all our siblings who are grieving and hurting across Canada today, many we will 

never know, we prepare for our Pride Celebrations in early August as we continue to witness to the mystery of 

the one who loved us so much that he was prepared to die for us. "Those who love live in God, and God lives in 

them." (1John 4.16)  

 

Reminder: The Annual Pride Service is on August 11 at 4:00 pm 

 

Other Sunday events 

 

➢ The English Bible Study will meet 12:30 – 1:15 pm this Sunday to think about the First Epistle of John 

➢ The fair-trade group would like to cordially invite you to the summer fair trade kiosk of the Cathedral 

on Sunday, July 28th at 12:00 pm.  Come stock up on fair trade essentials and explore new surprises 

and fair-trade refreshments for the summer holidays! DMV Pointe Claire has agreed to send us some 

summer fair trade artisanal goods - lovely fair-trade glass pitchers as well as servers and glasses - for 

home and outdoor patio. The kiosk will take a break in August so be sure to stock up on tea, coffee 

and chocolate! 

➢ The Cathedral’s reading group will meet on September 15 at 7:00 pm to discuss The Organist: Fugues, 

Fatherhood and a Fragile Mind by Mark Abley. The Gazette reviewer considered it “a master class in the 

delicate art of writing about family — raw and unsparing, yet sympathetic and compassionate.”  We are 

thrilled that Mark, a former parishioner, will be joining us for the discussion on September 15. Our 

October book will be Washington Black by Esi Edugyan. 

The story of Jesus visiting Mary and Martha is the Gospel reading this Sunday. Vivian will be preaching. Will she 

talk about Martha and Mary? Come to our newly comfortable cathedral to find out! 

 

Ann Elbourne 

July 18, 2019 

 

 


