
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Cathedral, 

 

 

Construction on Ste. Catherine 

Please note: The closing of St Catherine is having an impact on access to the cathedral for anyone travelling by car. 

Bourassa and Union have become two-way streets because they are both blocked at St Catherine. Parking is available  

in the underground car park on Union. The entrance is located on the West side, just before Cathedral Place.  

The weekend rates are reasonable. This situation will last until May. 

 

Cathedral Quiet day retreat 

Feeling frazzled by construction and the weather? – perhaps you would enjoy the Cathedral Quiet Day being held near 

Cowansville on Saturday, February 23. It’s not too late to sign up. Here is some information from Vivian Lewin  

who is organising the day.  

“The general THEME (chosen by our speaker and based on a quotation from poet Malcolm Guite) is "To clear and keep 

for Love a sacred space." 

The venue is on a farm, Rivercross whose family are devoted Christians and have built a room for groups to come  

and use for prayer. The common area downstairs with its warm fireplace is also available to us, and there's a sugarbush 

across the road with a path in it where you can snowshoe after lunch if you like. 

SPEAKER/Meditation leader 

It seems a little contradictory to have a speaker for a quiet day. With this in mind, Fr Paul Geraghty, a Benedictine monk 

who has also served as a hospital chaplain and a parish priest, has graciously offered to provide the meditations to lead  

us into silence. He belonged to the former Benedictine Priory in Montreal during the years that Dom John Main taught 

Christian meditation there, and he has continued to practice and sometimes teach that tradition. 

ARRANGEMENTS 

Lunch and snacks will be provided (please signal any dietary restrictions), and we'll set out a donations basket for freewill 

offerings towards the cost of the day.   

If you can offer transport for others, please let me know right away.... and if you need a ride, likewise please signal.  

We're asking people to register before February 15 (next Friday) to finish sorting out the rides. 

Right now, it looks as though one vehicle will leave from the Cathedral at 8:15 am and return before 6:00pm. 

 

Forum  

Tuesday, February 19 at 6:30 pm, with a light snack served at 6pm, in the undercroft.  

All cathedral members, whether or not they are elected members of Forum, are invited to participate in next week’s 

meeting which will be devoted mainly to a structured discussion about the website, to be led by Donna Riley. It’s time  

to update the website, so in preparation Donna wants us to ponder these questions: “Do you use the website?  

Have you found it useful? Are you satisfied with the content, or is there anything that should be there and isn’t yet?  

Do you have ideas for improvement? Are you familiar with other church websites that might be interesting models  

or that have specific features you appreciate? Do you have skills in this area you might contribute? While there’s also  

a broader discussion to be had about social media, Tuesday’s discussion will focus specifically on the website, as a start.”  

 

There have been two good discussions this month after the 10:30 am service. Here is some follow-up. 

 

1. ESJAG Field Trip to Zero Waste Bulk Store - Sunday February 24th at Noon - Further to the plastic 

reduction talk earlier this month, ESJAG is organizing a fun Field Trip to a local zero waste store that offers  

a wide selection of organic products in bulk,  

Vrac & Bocaux  The store is a short walk from the Beaubien metro on the orange line.  Those who wish  

to participate can join the group at the cathedral baptistry at 12:00 pm.  Bring your own glass containers,  

or if you are concerned about carrying glass out on the icy sidewalks, they do provide small paper bags  

at Vrac & Bocaux (bring your own rubber elastics). RSVP if possible to Gabrielle Boyd at 

 montrealboyds@gmail.com 

2. Last week Donald chaired an excellent meeting about the future of the Cathedral’s LGBTQ+ ministry.  

They agreed with the fact that it should be lay-led.  Three people volunteered to take on the leadership 

role (Nina, Denise and Carlos, with Nina taking the lead). They also agreed that it should be more than  

a social club, with clear links to the Cathedral.  They are meeting again in two weeks after the 10:30 service  

to begin the process of clarifying their purpose.  Donald indicated that he would remain at their disposal  

to help in any way they wish. Do speak to one of the leaders if you’d like to be involved in this group. 

Social Service Society 

At the end of January the newsletter sent out a “loaves and fishes” appeal for socks to be distributed at the end of the 

month lunch. The response was great. Here’s a message from Janet King: “There was no time to take photos of the 127 

pairs of socks at the January Lunch, because we had to count and unwrap them and then the guests wanted as many  

as they could - only one pair each, but so much appreciated, -  at the end a few people got two pairs -  I know one 

member who brought in 15 pairs. The Social Service Society would like to express the sincere thanks of our guests  

for what was received.”  

 

Environnent Social Justice Action Group 

Led by ESJAG, the Cathedral has been studying many of the issues surrounding the residential school system which were 

raised by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Greta Stethem writes that an exhibition called "Shame and Prejudice: 

A Story of Resilience” is now on at the McCord Museum. It features artwork by the celebrated Cree artist Kent 

Monkman, vividly portraying scenes of the terrible injustices placed upon members of our First Nations during Colonial 

times, right up to the recent horrors of the residential schools. The exhibit is on until May 5th, so perhaps we might 

arrange a group visit from the cathedral one Sunday.  

   

This Sunday’s evensong will be a memorial service remembering Bob Gibson, a long-time member of the choir.  

 

Nuit Blanche Saturday March 2 – Almost Here!!! 

We are now allowed to reveal our programme for this year’s Nuit blanche. The theme of the evening celebrated  

across the city is the future. In our press release we wrote that people often think that churches live in the past.  

We wish to show that our community is an exciting, vibrant place which realizes the time has come to seize our 

responsibility to help create a better future. We are calling our event “Le moment est arrivé”. 

Jason McKechnie is curating an exciting art exhibition featuring local and international artists. There will be displays  

of cathedral activities and a time line with photographs. Vestments will be on display near the high altar, there will be  

a selfie station where people can dress up and some activities for children. There will be music all evening, starting  

with the Oasis concert at 4:30 pm and finishing with jazz between midnight and 1:00 am. In between there will be 6 

performances from the Gay Men’s Chorus and the Montreal Civic Band. Compline will be sung at 9:15 am. Free fair trade 

hot chocolate will be served until supplies run out, and candles will be shining all around the cathedral. The evening  

will be fun – and crowded with visitors. We will need many volunteers. Please contact Carlos if you’d like to help making 

or serving hot chocolate and Cassidy if you’d like to greet visitors, or act as security for the exhibits. Or just email 

ann.elbourne@montrealcathedral.ca and I will pass on your eagerness to participate.  

 

Feast of St. Valentine 

Today is the feast of St Valentine, a celebration which was first established in 496 by Pope Gelasius I, who included 

Valentine among all those "... whose names are justly reverenced among men, but whose acts are known only to God." 

According to the Telegraph newspaper for today the most popular legend is that St Valentine - a priest from Rome -  

was arrested after secretly marrying Christian couples, who were being persecuted by Emperor Claudius II in the third 

century AD. 

As helping Christians was considered a crime, St Valentine was imprisoned; while in jail he attempted to convert  

the emperor to Christianity and was condemned to death. He was beaten with stones and clubs, before being beheaded 

outside the Flaminian Gate. 

According to some, while in prison St Valentine fell in love with the jailer’s daughter and sent her a love letter signed  

‘from your Valentine’ on February 14, the day of his execution, as a goodbye. 

 

Ann Elbourne 

February 14, 2019 

 


