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THE CATHEDRAL SINGERS 

The Cathedral Singers are a mixed-voice group of 25 singers, approximately half men and women, made 

up of skilled amateurs and 8 paid professional section leaders. 

The choir is responsible for the music at the 10:00 am Choral Eucharist and 4:00 Evensong each Sunday; 

Evensong is broadcast and live-streamed on Radio Ville-Marie across Quebec. In addition, a quartet of 

the professionals sing a French Mass at 12:45. 

The Choral Eucharist consists of an introit, a sung Mass setting, sung psalm, gradual Alleluia, communion 

motet and hymns (usually four.) The French Mass includes an introit, sung Latin Mass, and communion 

motet as well as a psalm and hymns in French. Evensong follows the Book of Common Prayer liturgy 

and includes an introit, versicles and responses, Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis, an anthem and two 

hymns. Music from the two Masses is rarely repeated at Evensong. 

During special liturgical seasons, the choir presents additional music, such as three Lessons & Carols 

services (for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany) and services every day in Holy Week. There is also an 

annual fundraising concert. 

-- 

Currently, the full choir sings two Sundays per month, while half the choir plus four pros sing the other 

two Sundays, giving each singer one Sunday off per month. 

There is a two-hour rehearsal each Thursday evening from 7-9 pm, and a one-hour rehearsal before 

services. Since the volume of music performed each year is extensive, all choristers are strong sight-

readers, confident performers, and experienced in singing in all the modern languages as well as Latin. 

The choir is set up for polychoral compositions with eight section leaders and strong voices in both 

choirs 1 and 2. While the choir at present does not include children/trebles, the soprano section has 

clear high voices, with little vibrato, and a strong tradition of descant singing. 

When singing a capella works, the choir generally sings from the choir stalls in the chancel or in other 

arrangements in the chancel or baptistry, and from the organ loft when singing works accompanied by 

the main organ. 

-- 

As a cathedral, we are committed to maintaining and expanding the Anglican liturgical music tradition, 

which means singing repertoire from the Middle Ages to the present day. While the choir regularly 

performs music from all periods, it is particularly strong in Renaissance polyphony and 20th and 21st 

century modern repertoire. We have commissioned contemporary Mass settings and other works, and 

regularly perform responsorial psalms, motets, service music, and descants written specifically for us by 

our music director, doctoral students and other contemporary composers. The choir has a very good 

sense of period styles and is particularly skilled at a capella ensemble singing; it is also adept at Anglican 

chant and plainsong. 

-- 

The Cathedral Singers are a committed, cohesive, close and caring group. Many of the members, 

including professionals, have sung with the choir for ten years or more.  



 

 

THE ASSISTANT ORGANIST AND ORGAN SCHOLAR 

The cathedral employs an Assistant Organist, usually a doctoral candidate in organ performance at 

McGill University. The Assistant Organist is responsible for playing some of the organ music during 

services, assisting in conducting when needed, and taking over the duties of the Director of Music during 

his or her vacations or occasional absence, including the preparation and running of rehearsals. 

The Organ Scholar is a second paid position, for a young organist-in-training, usually an undergraduate 

student working toward a degree in organ performance. His or her duties begin with assisting the other 

organists, and increase in responsibility for performance and conducting as greater proficiency and 

confidence are gained. Often the Organ Scholar succeeds the Assistant Organist when the latter 

graduates or leaves for another job. 

The Assistant Organist and Organ Scholar are integral members of the choir, attending all rehearsals, 

singing with the choir when not at the organ, and acting as accompanists or assistant conductors during 

rehearsals when needed. They also assist with management of the music library. 

The Director of Music supervises and mentors the work of both of these assistants. Both positions 

provide excellent and enviable training and experience for young organists, many of whom have 

competed and placed well in international competitions, and have gone on to successful careers in 

churches and cathedrals, or in organ performance and/or teaching. 

 

 

CONTEMPORARY COMPOSITION AND PERFORMANCE 

The Cathedral Singers and the cathedral organists are adept and enthusiastic performers of 

contemporary liturgical music. The cathedral encourages and sometimes commissions new 

compositions. Historically, the choir has performed, and sometimes recorded, many works composed 

by our Directors of Music, Organists, and also by current and former members of the choir who are 

composers or students of composition, as well as the best contemporary choral works of the 20th and 

21st centuries. Innovative new organ works have also been performed at various events such as the 

annual Nuit Blanche or Journees de la Culture, and there are numerous opportunities for organists, other 

instrumentalists and singers to give recitals at the cathedral.  

 

 

 

 

 



INSTRUMENTS 

The Cathedral owns several keyboard instruments, used both in liturgies and concerts: 

 

The present Cathedral organ was installed in 1980, in a new organ loft over the West Door. The 

mechanical action organ was designed and built by Karl Wilhelm Inc., of Mont-St-Hilaire, Québec. The 

organ comprises four manual divisions played from three keyboards and a pedal division, 43 stops, and 

63 ranks, with a total of 2,778 pipes. In 1992, a new 32′ bombarde was added to the pedal division. 

 

The organ features suspended key action and mechanical stop action, with principal pipes made of 75% 

polished tin. The flute pipes are of hammered tin-lead alloy; the sharps, of ebony, and the natural keys 

are covered with bone. The casework is crafted of solid white oak, and the pipe shades are hand-carved 

of butternut wood. Hans-Üli Metzler of Zurich, Switzerland, was the consultant and set the tonal 

structure of the organ. The voicing was done by Jacques L’Italien and Karl Wilhelm. 

 

The inaugural concert was given by Mireille and Bernard Lagacé on January 24, 1981. 

Organ specifications 

Hauptwerk 

Bourdon                   16’ 

Prinzipal                    8’ 

Hohlflöte                  8’ 

Oktave                      4’ 

Spitzflöte                  4’ 

Quinte                      2 2/3’ 

Superoktave             2’ 

Cornet V                   8’ 

Mixtur III – IV           1 1/3’ 

Zimbel II- III              1’ 

Trompete                 8’ 

Zimbelstern 

Echo 

Bourdon                   8’ 

Cornet IV                  4’ 

Voix Humaine           8’ 

 

Swell 

Dolkan                      8’ 

Rohrflöte                  8’ 

Celeste TC                 8’ 

Prinzipal                    4’ 

Flöte                         4’ 

Waldflöte                  2’ 

Mixtur IV                  2’ 

Fagott                      16’ 

Trompete                 8’ 

 

Ruckpositiv 

Gedackt                    8’ 

Prinzipal                    4’ 

Rohrflöte                  4’ 

Nazard                      2 2/3’ 

Oktave                      2’ 

Terz                          1 3/5’ 

Quinte                      1 1/3’ 

Scharf III – IV             1’ 

Cromorne                 8’ 

Tremolo 

Pedal 

Prinzipal                    16’ 

Subbass                    16’ 

Subbass                    8’ 

Oktavbass                 8’ 

Choral bass               4’ 

Rauschpfeife IV         2 2/3’ 

Bombarde                32’ 

Posaune                   16’ 

Trompete                 8’ 

Clairon                      4’ 

 

Chamber organ: The Cathedral rents a small chamber organ, also built by Wilhelm, that is used 

regularly as a continuo instrument.  

In addition, a Yamaha baby grand piano and Beaupré double harpsichord reside in the sanctuary.  

The choir’s rehearsal space has a full-size Casio digital piano.  

 



HANDBELLS 

The cathedral owns a three-octave set of Whitechapel handbells which are used regularly by the choir 

during the chanting of psalms and in some settings of modern choral music. We do not currently have a 

handbell choir, but a small handbell group has met in recent years to practice change-ringing and 

perform at special services or parish events.  

PHYSICAL FACILITY 

The Christ Church Cathedral Choir practice room complex is located beneath the cathedral and is 

attached to the underground mall. The choirs rehearse in a reasonably large choir room with raised 

platforms for a clear view of the conductor and the electric piano. The music director has an office 

connected to the choir room and choristers have access to locker rooms at the end of a corridor, one 

for men and one for women. Each chorister also has a cubbyhole for their music with an assigned 

number so that personal music markings are not lost. The choir room is lined with filing cabinets 

containing the bulk of our music library and filing cabinets can also be found along the wall across from 

the choir room entrance. The choir room complex is located in a common area -- complete with fully 

equipped kitchen and bathrooms -- that exits into the underground mall and McGill Metro, and out onto 

busy St Catherine Street where cafés, restaurants, and shops are easily accessible. In the cathedral, the 

choir can either perform from the organ loft or the choir stalls near the high altar. Both of these spots 

were intended as dedicated spaces for singers, however the choir is also known to sing from the 

baptistry, in the crossing, and at the back of the nave at times, too. The choir stalls and the organ loft 

are big enough to accommodate the choir split into choirs one and two. 

 

MUSIC LIBRARY 

The Cathedral Choir has an enviable and extensive music library, the result of many decades of careful 

purchasing and collecting by its music directors. Sheet music, housed in file cabinets, covers the entire 

history of liturgical music up to the present day, and is organized by composer according to categories 

such as Mass Settings, Versicles and Responses, and Motets. The cathedral also owns many books of 

liturgical music collections, including anthologies of anthems and motets and music for particular 

liturgical seasons. There are hundreds of psalm settings in Plainchant and Anglican chant, and a large 

collection of descants for hymns in the hymnal of the Anglican Church of Canada. An electronic 

database of the collection is currently being created.  

 

VESTMENTS 

The choir has full vestments (red cassocks, full-length white surplices and short white surplices, and 

white dickies for women) for adult men and adult women, plus vestments for a treble choir of 20 

children of various ages. The vestments have been maintained and managed by a wardrobe mistress who 

is a member of the choir, and they are housed in full-length lockers in the men's and women's choir 

locker rooms.  


