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an element olthe community, and so compelling us to re-align
ourselves and move on.

..... It Is the
verynatureof
our faith to
connect us to
aUpeople In a
shared hu­
manity."

Gavin Elbourne

DARING TO TALK TO EACH OTHER

By the time you read this, at least eighty Cathedral community
members will either have experienced or be about to experience
a "faith-sharing" supper hosted by Anne and Jan Dijkman. I hope
that you are among them, and if you are not, I hope even more
strongly that you will indicate your interest so that you can be fitted
in to one. We do not want anyone to be excluded, so will arrange
as many as are needed, either at the Dijkmans' or elsewhere. At
least six are already scheduled for March and early April.

Why this feeding frenzy?, you may well ask. The answer is that
we get surprisingly few oppcrtunhies to really talk to each other.
Now, of course, we exchange a lot of words in the course of our
Cathedral lives. Some of us, such as the writer of this article, tend
to talk a very great deal. But the fact that much verbiage emerges
from our mouths does not mean that we are revealing much about
ourselves. And those who never speak at all are even less known.

To add to the difficulty of knowing each other, our Anglican
culture does not easily accept that we should speak naturally about
our spiritual journeys. "Religion", we are brought up to believe, "is
a private matter". The consequence is that we can spend 20 years
going to meetings and services together and only know each other
in the most superficial way. And if we cannot talk among ourselves
about our pilgrimage, how will we ever bring ourselves to share h
with outsiders?

We are trying, then, to make a start on thawing this particular
sheet of ice. Not by bringing in another "expert" to lecture us, but
simply by providing opportunities for people to meet each other
one-on-one and in small groups in a friendly atmosphere and (we
hope) in acompletely non-threatening way. Try it - you'll like it. And
the food is great!

What this will lead to we do not know. We are in the Lord's
hands. We dream of a community where his as natural to talk about
God as it is to talk about our Financial Statements. Who knows?
Anyway, please call the Cathedral Office for the names of the
'1aith-sharing core group" and to learn more.

./slamlc - conrd

Yoummna is a believing Arab woman from Lebanon. She is
more concerned with the plight of Arab women and their cultural
disadvantages than in the beliefs of Islam. Nevertheless she
quotes from the Koran to show that it allows much freedom for
women. She wants to see this freedom of the Koran - and not some
patriarchal interpretation - become the law of the land among the
Muslim people.

Hablba is a convert from Anglicanism to Islam. She searched
long for a fahh home and is a devout Muslim who now wears the
hijab; she is married to a Tunisian and has two small chilren. She
claims that she visited several mosques here in Montreal before
settling on her present place of worship. She restated the close­
ness of God to each man and woman: "God is closer to you than
your jugular vein".

All agreed that rules which govern the lives of many Muslim
countries are interpretations, and that Islam provides a rich and
satisfying spiritual life. It seems that Paradise is not only for men
who will enjoy beautiful women, but also for women who will enjoy
beautiful men.

{ROFIWEN hosted Jewish women February 12th, and Constance
will reparton that conference in the next issue ofScript. The March
12th meeting will be with Hindu women, and aboriginal women will
gather Apri/23rd. Contact Constance or Elizabeth Hutchinson at
843-6577 for further information.]

The honesty and openness, not to mention the
evident joy, with which the members of the Cathedral congre­
gation appeared to pursue their shared pilgrimage off.aith, in
faith drew me to this communhy 24 years ago. Unlike the
me~bers of a family, the members of this community have
chosen to come together; but like a family, all members are
committed to their shared journey. And, as with a family, the
cathedral community provides me with acontextthat helps me
to identify who I am. During the years that I have entered into
this community life, many changes have occurred: members
of the family and even parts of the structure that shelters us
have disappeared. But as with a starfish's broken tentacles,
new family members and new bricks have appeared to fill the
empty places.

It is the nature olfamilies to change, as it is the nature
of communhies. It is not surprising then,
that the larger communhy in which we
live, Quebec, is undergoing change. Many
of its members remind us daily that they
are frustrated in their attempts to express
their identity. They feel h has become
necessary to change the nature of their
communhy in order to make a new and
unequivocal statement about who they
are.

In the book, Imagined Commu­
~, Benedict Anderson helps us see that we are living in a
time of emerging nations, and that sub-nations within already
established nations are seeking a clearer definition of what
and who they are. Anderson also pcints out that historically,
in the context of the larger cultural system of which we are a
part, people began to turn to the nation state to give them
definition as their religious certitude lessened.

In our small community, situated in the heart of
Quebec's largest city, our shared faith is the source of our
communal identity. Ahhough the Cathedral building is a
symbol of our presence here, we don't depend on any distin­
guishable demarcation to define what and who we are. In fact,
we believe that h is the very nature of our faith to connect us
to all people in a shared humanity.

Our faith is the core that binds us together and
sustains us during times of change. Moreover, experience
has taught us that not only does faith encompass change,faith
hsell is not static. We have also learned that although our
journey is about discovery and change, both the essence of
our faith and the nature of who we are remain constant. We
are people who are honest and open about our seeking, and
our commitment to our pilgrimage. We have tested our
strength in different ways and we know we are open to both
discovery and change.

Help increase SCRIPT's circulation by:
• passing along this copy to a friend
• buying a subscription
• giving a gift subscription
(Donations are always welcome, but we have been advised
that with production costs, postage, envelopes, etc., a
realistic annual subscription would cost over $12.00).
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AROUND THE CATHEDRAL
MARCH CALENDAR

II you would like a visit from one of the Cathedral dergy, please 'phone Canon Dijkman at 843-6577; he will
be very pleased to make the necessary arrangements.

Sundoyo:
Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m.
Sung Eucharist at 10 a.m.
Choral Evensong at ~ p.rn.

LENT IV -MARCH 26 (Mothering S<.ndoy)
900 am Holy Eucharist
1000 am. Sung Eucharist

Sermon: Mr Gavin Elbourne
1200 noon Lenten Programme in

tho Lady Chapel ('in~ p.m.)
12 noon Last-Sunday-of·lhe-Month Lunch
4:00 p.m. Choral Evensong

Sermon: the Dean

Wednesday, March 22
12:30 p.m. Lenten Recil:al Series:

Slephen Ham, piano

Wedneaday, March 28
12:30 p.m. Lenten Recital Series:

-McGia Noyse- - ear1y music enserrble

Th....ed.y. "arch 23
5:15 p.m. Evening Prayer and Eucharist

Tund.y, March 21
12:30 p.m. Goodwill Club lor Seniors

Saturday. March 25
5:00 p.m, .Oivertissements- recitals:

Catherine Hermann. sq>rano
Betsy MacMillan, viola da garrba
Hank Knox, harpsichord

Friday, March 24
900 p.m. Concert by Ordl. BarOQue de Montr6al

with MireiUe Laga~. pianolorte
lickels:S20& $14

Saturday. March 18
500 p.m. .Divertissements- recitals:

Richard Roberts, vlo~n

Friday. Soturdoy, Morch 17 • 18
Diocesan Youth Synod COf'lYeneI

LENT 111- MARCH '8
800 am. Holy Eucharist
1000 am. Sung Eucharist

Sermon: The At Rev'd Bill Down,
Bishop of Bermuda

1200 noon Lenten Prograrrme in
51 Ansolm's Chapel (til 1:30 p.m.)

400 p.m. Choral Evensong
Sermon: The Rev'd Joan Shanks

Soturdoyo (in French):
ShOO Ot1ice du matln
12hOO Euchari&lie
l6hOO Office du 50ir

Former
Cathedral
Dean, William
Bothwell,
standing in
front of
portraits by
Audrey
MacDermot
of his daughter Adrian, and of his wife Lois who
died six years ago.

REGULAR WORSHIP SERVICES:

Wednesd.y, M.rch 8
12:30 p.m. Lenten R8C~al SBf'ies:

Marnie Giesbrecht, organ

LENT I- MARCH 5
800 am. Holy Eucharist
1000 am. L~any in Procession and

Sung Eucharist
Sermon: the Dean

1200 noon Lenten Programme In
5t Ansolm's Chapel ~il 1:30 p.m.)

4:00 p.m. Chora! Evensong
Sermon: The Rev'd Joan Shanks

Saturday....rch 11
500 p.rn .Oivertisserrents- recit.:

Jutta Puchhamrnet. viola
~~se Oes}ardins, piano

LENT 11- MARCH '2
900 am. Holy Eucharist
1000 am. Sung Eucharisl & Holy Baplism

Sermon: the Vicar
12:00 noon Lenten Programme in

St Anselm's Chapel (till 1:30 p.m.)
400 p.m. Choral Evensong

Sermon: the Vicar

Mond.Y. March 6
11 :45 am. Lenlen Lunches begin
to 1:30 Mondays 10 Fridays ($4.00)

Tuesd.y, M.rch 7
12:30 p.m. Goodwill Club for Seniors

Wednesday, M.rch 15
12:30 p.rn Lenten Recital Sedes:

James Calkin, organ

lhw",y. March 2
5:15 p.m. Evensong and Holy Eucharist

(E.....y Thursday during Lent)

Slud.y. March 4
5:00 p.m. .DivertiSS8IT'19nts- recitals:

Michael Dumouchel. elatinel
Margar81 Wada, piano

Aoh Wedneodlly, Morch 1
6:30 am. Holy Eucharist
7;45 am Morning Prayer & Holy Eucharist
12:00 noon Holy EuchariSI with Hymns

Sermon: Canon Jan Dijkman
5:15 p.m. Evening Prayer
(lfTfJOSition of Ashes. jf desired, at all services)

Weekdo\",:
Mattins at e:oo a.m.
(Wednesdays at 7:45 a.m.
folk>wed by Holy Eucharist)
Holy Eucharist at 12 noon
Evening Prayer at 5:15 p.m.

(I to r) Barbara Heward shown "hanging
the show" with Carolyn Roper and Pat

Munro

...

From the Native Friendship Centre news­
letter of Montreal came this bit of news: 108
children were very excited to see Santa
Claus (ourown Ron Osachuk) attheirChrist­
mas Party. Parents and children alike were
quite surprised at how convincing Santa
was in his appearance and demeanour... In
the same newsletter, Ron was thanked for
his participation in the festivities and for his
continued work in the NFCM community.

The film in which Justin Borntraeger
had a starring role, "Adventures olthe Great
North", has been released and will be shown
on First Choice Cable TV in March under the
title "On the Other Side of the Law" and on
Super Ecran cable TV March 4 to 15 as
"L'Honneur des grandes neiges~ It was
directed by Gilles Carle who was recently
awarded the Legion of Honour in France.

A very successful retrospective of art
works by the late Audrey MacDermot, a
former parish secretary at the Cathedral,
was held from February 5-12. The Visitors'
Book was well filled, and visitors came away
pleased by the diversity and quality of
Audrey's work. In some cases, visitors were
able to recognise faces from the past - some
of whom were children who are now grown
up and living elsewhere. One piece which
caught our attention was the charcoal draw­
ing of a young Pembroke MacDermot. He
is shown working with paper and crayons on
a coffee table in his home, oblivious - it
appears - to his being sketched by Audrey.
A magical moment. When asked how a
small child could be so quickly, and charm­
ingly, sketched, Pat Munro - Audrey's sister
- said that she always worked very fast, and
~ the sketch didn't work right away it was
abandoned. One visitor, Anne Sutherland,
wrote: "reminds me of my mum's dining
room!" Anne's mother, Nancy McGill, was
a classmate of Audrey's and portraits by
Audrey of her children are hung in her home
in Oakville. Pat Munro sent a thank-you
letter to all involved in the production of the
exhibit, including Nick Dijkman (designer
and builder of the exhibit panels), AI
Backman and his team, Paul Betts at the
Door, Dean Pitts for his help and advice,
and our security people - volunteers who
agreed to be on duty during public visiting
hours: Mamie Abbott, Greta Stethem,
John Owen, Hazel Beraha, Peg Sherr itt,
France Bourgogne and Herb Thornhill.

SERIOUS BLOOPERS DEPARTMENT: In the
photo of the Tweijth Night Party in last
month's Script, we mis-identified the middle
figure. It was Cathedral SingerTim Favasoli
in the photo and not Jonathan Wild (an­
other Cathedral Singer); our apologies to
both of them. Another "oops" regards the
"hairy contract" between Dean Pitts and one
of his sons. It was Greg and not Anton who
cut off his ponytail.




