




FROM THE DEAN'S CORNER

THE PRIEST ASSISTANT'S LETTER

Dear Friends,

As editor of the Diocesan newspaper, I receive letters from Anglicans in
other parishes on a fairly regular basis. It seems to me that, more than ever
this year, people are looking back on the past with longing eyes. Perhaps to
seek a sense of security, perhaps to recapture a time when life seemed to
move at a less frantic pace. Whatever the reason, there is this common
lament; a shared desire for a time when life seemed to be less complicated,
and when questions of morality could easily be categorised as right or wrong.

This is the season also when the Church asks us to do a great deal of
looking back, and reflecting upon ancient times. In scripture, in hymnody and
in liturgy our thoughts are directed towards the last days of Jesus' life, and
then to His death and resurrection. Yet there is more than simply past history
here.

We look back over the centuries to the Passion story in the knowledge
that this divine event is such that it transcends both time and place. So great
is the impact of Jesus upon human history that the bonds which ordinarily
confine human events are shattered. This Jesus who lived two thousand years
ago lives today.

If we only knew Jesus by looking back, what meaning would our faith
have for today? A living faith needs a relevancy in the here and now. Yester­
day's Gospel must be seen in the light of today's world events and tomorrow's
uncertain future.

Our challenge as Christians is not only to commit ourselves to the truth
of the histOrical event, but, as well, to discern its very real impact upon our
present lives. What does the death of the poor Jewish carpenter mean now?
How does the Incarnation of the Messiah impinge upon our own lives? Addi­
tionally, our Lord's redemptive life should hold meaning not only for ourselves
as individuals, but for all humanity.

Sadly we know this is not so. The stores will be full of shoppers on
Good Friday. The long weekend will be for many an opportunity for self­
indulgent pleasures. This being so, it is no less than crucial that we, who are
keepers of the faith, live out the Easter story in our lives, that we share with
others its meaning for us, that we seek to understand deeply within us the
profound significance of the Passion and Resurrection. For Christians, the
God of our faith is to be with us in this life and the next, the One who is our
ultimate and always immediate area of concern.

So let us fill our church in this Holy Season, let the light of our faith
shine brightly, let our prayers be reverent, our liturgy be spoken with love, our
hymns sung with boldness and confidence. May our lips and our lives pro­
claim our Saviour, Jesus the Christ. Alleluia.

Yours faithfully.

wife Lois, and one of his daughter Alison.
The portraits of Adrian and her brother
Kevin, stayed home.

TEMPUS FUGIT DEPT: Gerald Wheeler
was quite surprised (read "shocked out of
his socks") to learn that tenor Nils Brown's
replacement, Aidan Fisher, on March
19th, is the sonof Kenneth Fisher, Gerald's
head chorister at St Matthew's Church in
Ottawa - Gerald's first appointment after
arriving from the U.K. in 1956.

THEN WE HAVE A "PLAN A AND PLAN B"
DEPT. The Lenten piano recitalist, Stephen
Ham, cancelled his two dates in Montreal

AROUND THE CATHEDRAL

WHEN A MISTAKE BEGETS A MISTAKE DEPT.:
There is an explanation (isn't there al­
ways?) ... but the fact remains that we
compounded our error regarding the fa­
mous hair incident in the Pitts family. Fa­
ther (and father) Pitts shaved off his
beard at New Year's as part of an agree­
ment with his son,Oliver, who cut his
ponytail off. Another blooper appeared
after the computer lost the original page 4
resulting in the mis-identification of an
Audrey MacDermot portrait. Bill Bothwell
was shown beside two portraits: one of his
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
by Verna Perls

Lent is always a busy time in the Sunday
School, and many important lessons are
taught and discussed. This year we are
particularly busy with the Bishop's Lenten
Project. A penny drive is now underway
and with everyone's help and enthusiasm,
we should be able to make a worthwhile
contribution to the orphans of Rwanda
and Burundi. Our children sometimes
have difficulty imagining other children
who have no parents, no clothes and even
no food. Talking about these issues helps
them to understand how fortunate they
really are.

We are also in the process of making
Easter cards for members of our congre­
gation who are unable to attend church.
These cards will be included in the Easter
Basket delivery.

This Lent, we are discussing the true
meaning of Easter, and the Resurrection
of Jesus. This initially comes as a surprise
for many of the children to whom the very
mention of Easter conjures up images of
bunnies and baskets of eggs. Whilechoco­
lates continue to abound during this sea­
son, our children are receiving the mes­
sage of life in Jesus, and will know that this
is truly a cause for celebration at Easter.

When I read last month's Script article
"The Referendum and the Cathedral Com­
munity", I had just finished reading A Soli­
tary Pillar (Joan Marshall, McGill-Queen's
University Press 1995). Although this
book was not mentioned in Script, Karen
Chalk had suggested it for added reading,
and I thoroughly recommend it to any who
would like to do further reflection about the
role of the Anglican Church in Quebec
society.

This is a sociological study of our
Diocese between 1960 and the present
day. It aims to elucidate how our church
reacted to the vast political and social
change of this period.

A number of basic statistics are pre­
sented and analysed. But I found greater
value in the anecdotal material and the
intuitive interpretation of it. The first part of
the book is drawn from the records of the
Diocese. The second part is drawn from
in-depth interviews conducted in five par­
ishes. The Cathedral was not one of the
five, but it does receive a couple of pass­
ing mentions. However, there are some
very interesting parallels and divergences
to be found in comparing ourselves with
the other parishes.

fA Solitary Pillar (hardcover) is available
from the Diocesan Book Room (843-9387)
for $34.95.]



APRIL CALENDAR

If you would like a visit from one of the Cathedral clergy. please 'phone Canon Dijkman at 843·6577; he will
be very pleased to make the necessary arrangements.

Sundeyo:
Holy Euchari6t al S a.m.
Sung Eucharist at 10 am.
Choral EV8n500g at 4 p.m

EASTER II - APRIL 23
800 am. Holy EuchariSl and 5errT'On
10:00 am. Sung Eucharist

Sermon: the Dean
4:00 p.m. Evening Prayer

Sermon: the Dean

EASTER III - April 30 • Feotlvol 01 Muoie
SOO am. Holy Eucharist and 5erlT1On
1000 am. Sung Eucharist & -Festival of MusjcM

Address: Gerald Wheeler
12:00 noon last·Sunday-of-1he-Month Lunch
4:00 p.m. Choral Evensong

Sermon: The Rev'd Joan Shanks

Tueodoy, April 18
12:30 p.m. Goodwil Club for Seniors

Wedneodoy, April 18
7:30 p.m. Cathedral Forum

Holy Soudey, April 15
8hoo Oflk:e du matin
1000 am. Preparation of the Cathedral, rehearsa16
midi Llurgie de Ia Parole
7:30 p.m. The Great Vigi (Lighting 01 the Paschal

Fire, B~ism, Confi-marion and RenewaJ of
Vows) and First Eucharist at East«
Celebrar«: Bishop Andrew Hutcheon

EASTER DAY - APRIL 16
8:00 am. Holy Eucharist

Sermon: The Rev'd Joan Shanks
1000 am. Sung Euc:hari&l

Sermon: Bi&hop Andrew Hutchison
Corri>ined cathedral Choirs wi1h brass

400 p.m. Choral Evensong
Sermon: the Vicar

Sol..doy, April 28
300 p.m. Wedding (Vicar): Jedrychowski & Sokty
500 p.m. -Divertissern:tnts- Reci1ats:

Patrick Bi~Ofd, 'cano
800 p.m. Concert by Orpheus Choir and

Arion Ensermle
(Tickets S15 and $8 on sale at the Door)

Saturday, April 22
5:00 p.m. .Divertisserrents- Recitals:

The Cathedral CharTber Players
(F06ter, Green & Plawutsky)
Beethoven piano Hios

Good Fridlty (conl'd)
Readings. Prayers, Medhatlons and Sermon (The Revd
Joan Shanks). Conmunion 'rom the reserved
Saaament. and A/legri', 'Misersfs'

Soudltyo pn French):
ShOO Office du matin
12hOO Eucllaristie
16hoo Office du sow

REGULAR WORSHIP SERVICES:

Weekdoya:
Mattins 318:00 a.m.
(Wednesdays at 7>15 am.
followed by Holy Eucharist)
Holy Eucharist at 12 noon
Evening Prayer at 5:15 p.m.

Good Friday, April 1.
8:00 a.m. Prirre
10:30 am. Mattins and Sermon: the Dean
12:00 noon (to 3 p.m.) Thelil:urgy of Good Friday,
including Haydn's -The Seven Last Words 01 Christ- (string
quartet, with conmentaries by Canon Dijkman), Bible

Moundy Thurodoy, April 13
1200 noon Holy Eucharist with RenewaJ of Ordinarion

Vows and Blessing and Distribution of Oils
7:30 p.m. lil:urgyof the Institution of the Eucharist

Sermon: the Vicar
900 p.m. The Gethsemane Watch

(continues through the nighl)

Wedneaday, April 12
12:30 p.m. Last lenten Recital:

Gerakl Wheeler, organ

Soturdlty, April 8
10:00 am. Volunteel'S will meet in Fulford Han to make

Palm Crosses

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday. April 10-12
5:15 p.m. Evensong and Meditations:­

Monday: The Rev'd Joan Shanks
Tuesday: the Vicar
Wednesday: the Dean

Frldlty, April 7
last -lenten Lunch- of 1995

Tuescby, April ..
12:30 p.m. Goodwil Club for Seniors

PALM SUNDAY - APRIL 8
8:00 am. Holy Eucharist and semon
10:00 am. Blessing and Distribution 01 Palms

Reading of the Passion and Sung Eucharist
4:00 p.m. Choral Evensong w~h Palestrina's

-Stabat Mater'" (The Cathedral Singers)

Wedneodoy, April 5
12:30 p.rn. lenten Recital S8fles:

Andr6 Gagnon. organ

LENT V - APRIL 2 (oel c1ocko lorword 10 D.S.T.)
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Serrron
10:00 a.m. Sung Eucharist

Sermon: The Rev'd Joan Shanks
4:00 p.m. Choral Evensong with"Stabal Male,.

by Pergolesi . perlormed by the
Women's Chorale

Soudoy, April 1
5:00 p.m. -Oivertiss8IT19nts. Recitals:

DannyPan~~.~~

I1I1PPc(El1ffER/

and had to enquire twice before I found it: a
mile or so outside the village to the north-
east. It was locked but I was able to get a
key from a nearby farm and had a chat with
the cleaning lady who was just finishing her
work. I discovered that they have a photo­
graph of the Anglican Cathedral in
Fredericton, so I promised to send one of
Christ Church Cathedral, Montreal, to keep
it company.

three days before his recital here on March
22nd. Professor Eugene Plawutsky was
able to contract a McGill graduate student,
Matthew Ma, to replace him. Facsimiles
went out to the press, a new poster was
made, and finally the appointed hour had
arrived ... with no pianist in sight. Gerald
Wheeler announced to the audience that
he would play the organ instead, and then
asked avolunteer from the audience to turn
pages for him. He then rattled oil Bach's d
minor Toccata and Fugue (superbly, we
hear) and was thinking of what next to play
when in ran Matthew Ma, hair dishevelled
and in a sweater and jeans. He ran down
the centre aisle, sat down at the piano and,
without music, played the four Schubert
Impromptus with, in Gerald's view, "pol­
ished and artistic playing". The audience
must have been pleased, too, because the
average freewill offering was almost dou­
bled. Matthew thought he was to play the
following week.

Barbara Williams, now in Toronto,
sent a note to Script telling us of Bishop
Sperry's visitthere on Feb. 28th. When he
found out that the Williams family came
from Montreal, he promptly remarked how
happy he was to have received the pro­
ceeds of our Lenten Lunches in the past,
and that he sends greetings to all. Barbara
passed "the good word on to Margaret
Assels who is on her busy trail again and
her second fracture is well on the mend".

ON FINDING SNETTINGHAM
by Duncan Shaddick

I have just returned from a wonderful six.
week holiday in England, during which I

visited St
Mark's
Church,
Snetlingham,
Norfolk,
about ten
miles north
of King's
Lynn and
quite near
Sandring­
ham. This
is the 17th
century
church on
which the
architect
based his
design for

both our Cathedral and the one in
Fredericton, New Brunswick.

It was "well worth a detour", in the
words of the Michelin Guide, but future
visitors should be warned that it is not so
easy to find. Idrove right through the village




